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AGENDA

▪ Housekeeping/Introduction

▪ What’s at risk for farm owners

▪ 3 things to be mindful of when writing 
farm insurance

▪ HawkSoft Farm Module

▪ How to be “the” farm agent of choice



Housekeeping

▪ This is a large group with 275+ registrants!

▪ Submit questions via Chat.

▪ Questions will be answered in post-webinar email with a Q&A.

▪ Did you take the Poll?

▪ We’d love to learn more about how your write farm insurance and 
what is most important to you.



About Me

▪ 20+ years insuring farms in New York

▪ Specialties include: 
Dairies, livestock, fruit and vegetable 
growers, equine, goats, alpacas, and 
more

Jeff Joseph, Owner
Farm & Country Insurance 



WHAT’S AT 
RISK FOR 
FARMERS
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Property Coverage

▪ Dwellings

▪ Barns

▪ Product Storage Facilities

▪ Grain bins/elevators

▪ Cold storage barns

▪ Bulk milk tanks
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Buildings

Farm insurance and regulations vary from state to state.
Make sure you know the laws.



Property Coverage

▪ Blanket vs Scheduled

▪ Other Coverages

▪ Property in transit (cargo)

▪ Refrigerated farm personal property (medicines, milk, meat, 
produce)

▪ Equipment breakdown

▪ Extra expense
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Machinery, Equipment, Tools

It’s important to note that farm property contents are NOT 
automatically insured under farm and ranch policies.



Property Coverage

▪ Individual – Scheduled

▪ Higher-valued animals individually

▪ Blanket – Unscheduled

▪ Lump sum of all Livestock (make sure ACV!)
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Livestock



Property Coverage

▪ Crop Insurance options

▪ Multi-peril crop insurance

▪ Crop-hail insurance

▪ Specialized peril
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Crops – insurance program managed by the FCIC

Farm policies do not cover crops while they are growing. 
Farmers should add crop insurance to protect crops before they are harvested.



Liability Coverage

▪ Land Use

▪ Owned and leased land; hunting leases

▪ Pollution 

▪ Manure

▪ Chemical overspray

▪ Transportation of chemicals
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Environmental impairment loss exposures 
are inherent in the operation of a farm, 

and these loss exposures cannot be 
avoided in the business of farming.

— IRMI 
(International Risk Management Institute)

“

”



Liability Coverage

▪ Umbrella Liability Insurance

▪ Business auto risk

▪ Horses (off-premises; lessons; training; boarding)
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Business Auto

▪ Farm class code

▪ Layup credits
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Farm Specific



WRITING 
FARM 

INSURANCE
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Be Mindful of 
3 Things



Writing Farm Insurance

1. Proper pollution coverage

2. Umbrella coverage

▪ Farms are ‘Asset Intensive’

▪ Umbrellas are important to protect those assets

3. Knowing the details
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3 things agents should be mindful of…
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To do this niche market right, you cannot 
be a generalist, writing restaurants one 
day and grocery stores the next. For us, 
every day is farms. Unfortunately, farm 
owners who use an inexperienced agent 

will often have gaps in coverage.
— Jeff Joseph

Farm & Country Insurance

“

”



MANAGING 
COVERAGE 

DETAILS

HawkSoft Farm Module
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Managing Coverage Details

1. Machinery List – list can be changed throughout the year

2. Blanket List – comprehensive, accurate list of grouped properties
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Two areas where HawkSoft’s Farm Module stands out

“HawkSoft cares about writing farm insurance. Other big systems 
that we looked at did not seem to have a focus on servicing farms. 
HawkSoft helps us write comprehensive farm policies and bridges 

the gaps that exist in other systems.”

- Jeff Joseph
Farm & Country Insurance



Managing Coverage Details
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Example of Blanket Inventory Schedule Summary



Managing Coverage Details
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BEING 
“THE” FARM 
AGENT OF 

CHOICE

What farm owners 
should be asking
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Being “the” Farm Agent of Choice

1. Is competent

2. Schedules an annual review

3. Discusses pollution

4. Discusses coinsurance 
penalties, ITV, ACV
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Farm owners should find an agent who: 

What keeps you 
up at night?



1230 SE 3rd Ave., Canby, Oregon 97013

866.884.4680 option 4  |  hawksoft.com

THANK YOU for joining us today!

▪ Farm Blog: Farm insurance: protecting risk in the business of farming

▪ Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC)

Interested in seeing more of HawkSoft’s Agency Management 
System and its Farm Module?

www.hawksoft.com/demo/

(866) 884-4680 Option 4

sales@hawksoft.com

Resources

REQUEST DEMO

https://blog.hawksoft.com/farm-insurance
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Federal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation
http://www.hawksoft.com/demo/
https://www.hawksoft.com/demo/

