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The last few months have brought significant challenges to our community and the world. Like so many, you have probably 
been impacted by these uncertain times. This is true for Gulfside patients, families, employees and volunteers as well. The 
end-of-life journey can be difficult even under the best of circumstances, so you may imagine what it is like now.

The COVID-19 pandemic definitely impacted Gulfside, but some things didn't change. 

Our doctors, nurses, social workers, chaplains and bereavement counselors never stopped working 24/7 to provide 
compassionate care to our patients and families. More than 600 hospice patients were cared for wherever they called "home" 
and in our two hospice care centers. Our home health patients still received skilled nursing care that allows them to stay safer 
at home, instead of rehabilitation centers.

However, Gulfside experienced many challenges during this pandemic too. 

Gulfside faced PPE shortages, staff exposure to COVID-19 and a lack of testing. More than 300 employees worked remotely to 
protect patients and themselves from risk of exposure. Most devastating was the temporary closure of our five Gulfside Thrift 
Shoppes, resulting in lost revenue needed to make hospice care available to all who need it regardless of their ability to pay.

Today, Gulfside remains committed to providing high-quality care to our patients and families. 

Thanks to the support of our donors, Gulfside was able to help patients and families with their hospice, palliative care and 
home health needs during this healthcare crisis. While keeping our focus on patient-centered care, Gulfside will continue to 
lead the way in solving challenges and meeting the medical needs of our community. Your donations makes this, and so 
much more, possible. Thank you!

Responding to the Needs 
of Our Community



Florida Medical Clinic Foundation of Caring presented 
a check for $6000 towards Gulfside Hospice's Family 
Bereavement Program, making it possible for two Gulfside 
counselors to become certified in grief trauma.
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The grief you feel after losing a loved one can be 
unexplainable. It's one of the few life events that completely 
shakes us and changes the way we live from that moment 
on. In some cases, a loss can mean going to call someone 
and remembering they're no longer there. In other cases, 
it can mean rearranging every aspect of our lives. Every 
person's grief experience is different. 

Physical pain can be described, identified and managed, 
but emotional pain can be more complicated to manage. 
Emotional pain and grief from losing someone can come and 
go without warning. It can be triggered by the smallest thing 
and stay with you for hours, days or even months, with no 
clear way of escape. They say grief comes in waves and we 
view Gulfside's bereavement services as a life raft to help you 
stay afloat when it may become too much to manage. 

Gulfside's bereavement team faithfully serves the families 
and loved ones of those who have experienced a loss. 
Group sessions or one-on-one counseling is available to 
anyone struggling with the emotions that comes from losing 
someone. As a non-profit hospice, we believe it's important 
to provide this service to the community at no cost. When 
someone has lost their spouse, family member or best friend, 
the last thing we'd want to do is add financial stress when 
they just need someone to talk to. 

Last November, Gulfside was awarded a grant from the 
Florida Medical Clinic Foundation of Caring to help strengthen 
our grief counseling services and certify our bereavement 
staff in grief trauma counseling. There are currently only a few 

organizations in Pasco County that meet the specific need of 
children and families suffering from traumatic grief. With this 
grant, Gulfside is able to provide special counseling for the 
trauma that comes from the sudden loss of a loved one. 

Studies have found that individuals who don't receive services 
to help them process their traumatic grief are at a higher risk 
of becoming incarcerated and/or abuse drugs and alcohol. 
Receiving funding from the Florida Medical Clinic Foundation 
of Caring has helped us directly impact our community 
through helping these at-risk individuals. 

With the help of grants and financial gifts, we are able to 
offer a vital resource which could be the difference between 
life and death. We'd like to recognize the Florida Medical Clinic 
Foundation of Caring and our donors for allowing us to guide 
families and children through the darkness of grief into a place 
of healing and hope. We could not do it without you. 

Grants 
for Grief
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Stories From The Heart

A Story From the Daughter of a Hospice Patient
Written by Linda Miller

For twenty or so years Mom had a litany of things she 
was not going to do: go to doctors, take prescriptions, 
let people run tests on her, go to the hospital, live in a 
nursing home. I would say Mom, "It happens to everyone 
eventually, it'll happen to you too." Her answer... "I'm not 
going to do it!!"

When the inevitable came about, we took Mom 
to her appointments for doctors, tests, procedures, 
hospitalizations and prescriptions.  Mom was angry, 
refused to accept some necessary medical advice and 
started saying, "I'm ready to die." When she was at an 
appointment, she would stonewall staff with silence.

Her health was declining and I had promised my father 
to care for Mom after he was gone. I was focused on 
getting her to appointments, speaking to medical staff 
on her behalf, keeping the chronology of her many 
events and doctors'0 advice. She was focused on not 
doing all of the above.

One day she told me, "I don't want you to take me to 
any more doctors and I am not going to the hospital 
anymore." I said, "That's okay," and then I began to think 
about what that meant. Next she said she was tired of 
taking pills. My "job description" changed drastically. My 
daughter was a hospice nurse. I knew what needed to 
be done. I had to honor Mom's wishes.

What I learned as we all transitioned, I am sharing with 
you for two reasons: First to honor my mother with 
dignity by doing what she wanted, not what others might 
suggest; and secondly that you have the opportunity to 
honor your family member in your own way.

The Gift of Letting Go

"I learned that letting go of lifelong 
routines can make your relationship 
much happier and less stressful... I 
could just be her daughter and we 

could talk about old times."



The hardest thing was making the first call to hospice. The 
easiest part was trusting the whole Gulfside Hospice staff to 
guide our family. I will never forget sitting in Mom's room after 
Jane completed the intake process. 

I felt such a massive relief. Mom asked if those papers meant she 
didn't have to go to the hospital ever again. When I said yes, she 
replied "Good, I'm tired and want a nap."

I learned that letting go of lifelong routines can make your 
relationship much happier and less stressful. Not carrying 
responsibilities that are no longer needed will free up your spirit 
to love someone purely and simply. Best of all, I didn't have to talk 
Mom into doing things she didn't want to do. I could just be her 
daughter and we could talk about old times. 

Thank you, Gulfside Hospice.

This year, donors celebrated Mother's Day in a 
special way and supported Gulfside Hospice at the 
same time. Family matriarchs were honored with a 
donation that helped make hospice care possible 
for those in need. 

If you'd like to make a memorial gift honoring a 
special woman in your life, it's never too late to 
make a difference. Visit Gulfside.org to learn more.

Questions? Please email Elicia Hinson, 
Annual Gifts Assistant at elicia.hinson@gulfside.org.

"The easiest part was trusting the whole 

Gulfside Hospice staff to guide our family."

A Mother’s Day Gift with a PurposeA Mother’s Day Gift with a Purpose

View our special Mother's Day tribute wall, Legacy of Love, by visiting

Gulfside.org/legacy-of-love. 5

mailto:elicia.hinson@gulfside.org
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In Loving Memory

Gulfside offers a variety of ways to remember loved 

ones on our Walls of Caring, in our Butterfly Gardens 

and with memorial gifts.

From September 2019 through April 2020, generous 

donations were given to Gulfside Hospice from families 

and friends in honor or memory of the following loved 

ones, who will remain in their hearts forever:

Walls of Caring:
Albert R. Buinicky

Alan Chaikin
Amy Jo Crews

Deborah A. Lees
Angela Lennon
Bette Lipham

James G. Oscar
Susan Risley

Barbara W. Sant
John Sant

Mary Schwanke

Butterfly Gardens:
Marisa Bertrand
Alan L. Keetch
Bobby Mavis
Nilda M. Ortiz

Memorial & Honor Gifts:
Marcia Acker
Ken Aigner

Gregory Allen
Roy J. Anttila

Laurence Arbour
Howard L. Artus

Marie Artus
Joseph J. Bagdonas

Lewis E. Bailey
Anne Balina

Edward J. Ballas
Bruce Barnett
Jean A. Barron
William Bartel

Dolores S. Baum
James Beard

Chester Beauchamp
Sharon Beauchamp
Ronald P. Beaudet

Javin Bedgood
David Befort

William C. Bellgraph
Kenneth Bellinger
Joann Bennett

Judith Berenguer
Suzanne B. Berg

Ida Berman
Sandra Beverly
Eleanor Bielik

Adolphine Binge
Joseph A. Bitel

Betty Blain
Rose Bleich

Frank S. Boffa
Frances T. Boney
Alfred P. Booth

Gloria B. Bostaph
Fred Bowie

Esther Boyette
Leslie Boyns
Edith Bracone
Douglas Brandt
Douglas Brandt
John E. Bricker

Jeanette M. Brown
John L. Brown
Lee G. Brown
Clara Bryan

Crystle F. Bryde
Karen Buck

Clara M. Burblies
John Burger

Wayne Burgess
Ralph W. Burk
David Burke

Jeanne Burns
Rita Burnstein
Lois S. Butler
Peggy J. Cain
Jose Calabria
Joan Caldwell
Paul Caldwell

Patricia A. Callahan
Douglas R. Cameron
Mathilda Campbell

Mario A. Carpanzano
Garland Carr
Jean Cashin

James A. Catron
Joanne Cavaliere

John E. Celia
Eileen M. Chagnon

Anna Christian
Helen Coast

Edward B. Colburn
Alice Cole

Lorna L. Cole
Esther L. Conklin
Leo W. Conley

Shirley G. Corwin
Annmarie Coudon

Richard Cox
Richard Cox

Richard Crabtree
Giovanni Crocco
June Cummings

Eugene Cunningham
Kimberly Cyr-Thorman

Diane Damian
Joseph A. Danza

Paul H. Davis
Lois E. Day

Irene De Pompa
John J. Delamer
Sean L. Delauney

Vincent H. DeMatteo
Doris Desaulnier
Ruth Desjardins

Jack Devlin
John A. Dew
John A. Dew

Vera C. Dewey
Charles Dibble

Irene DiMaria
Kevin Dorfmeyer
Sharon M. Doyle
Mary M. Dudick
Kenneth Dufour

Joseph D. Duggan
James L. Dupree
Patricia Durnell

Marlow A. Dustin
Martha Elliott
Clarice Emley
Phyllis D. Ensel

Patricia Entwistle
Agnes Familo

Nicholas Ferrara
Francis D. Finneran

George Finora
Margaret Flach
Lorna Fletcher
Lorna Fletcher
Jackson Flinn

Lorraine F. Folland
James E. Foulkes
Richard Fountain

Judith A. Fox
Myrtle O. Francis
Sacha Franklyn

Maria Fratto
David F. Frew

Eleanor V. Fritter
John J. Fryza
Carol Gagner
Lois Gainer

Elizabeth J. Gallant
Harry Galowitsch
Rose Gambino
James Gamble

Susan A. Gambol
Norma M. Garard
Richard G. Garces

Phyllis Garruba

Dorothy Gelli
Norma Gentile

Frances L. Gerhardt
Tyler Gervasi
James Gibbs
John Gold

Barbara Golden
Rafaela Gonzalez
Ralph F. Goodwin
Eva M. Gratton
James F. Gray
June Griffitts
Lynne Grignol

Ioannis Grigoriadis
Judith Grizenko

Russell A. Gugino
Anthony Gullo

Adam Gunderson
Dianne Haberstick
Norman Halvorsen

Eugene Hand
Stanley J. Hanecki

Larry Harbert
Lois E. Harmak

Bedford D. Harrell
Lynn E. Harrington
Walter Hartshorne

Richard Hartt
Joyce Hawkins
Jean R. Hawlley

George A. Hayden
Philomena M. Hayden

Diane Heesch
Eugene Heiter
Kingdon Helie
John Hernes

Howard F. Hewitt
William Heym
Karen L. Hile
Gladys K. Hill
Joe H. Hill
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Warren Hiltz
Hadwen P. Hinman
Nicholas J. Hobart

Jerry Hood
James C. Howard
Thomas Howard
Raymond Hubert
Lillian M. Hughes
Kathryn E. Hunt
Stuart E. Hunter
Billy Hunziker
Billy Hunziker
Ann Iadarola

Graziella M. Ierardo
Frances Imperato
Anthony Ingram

John Ingram
John Jacoby
Victor Jenitis

Meredith H. Jones
Michael L. Jones

Gerald Joslin
Frances Jurkin
Stanley Kee

Juanita T. Kellas
James Kelly

Stanley Kendus
Robert A. Kent

Carole R. Keough
James R. Kessel

Scott King
John A. Kline

William S. Klinger
Charles L. Knapp
David L. Knapp
Lewis Knowles
Ann T. Kolebar

Thomas Kovaleski Jr
Edwin H. Krupkin
Margaret Kubis

Alden Kunnemann
Nola J. Lago

Frances Lamb
Nancy A. Lankenau
Jacqueline Lassiter

Glenn P. Lee
Lawrence F. Lee
Virginia M. Lemkuil
Judith A. Leriger

Claire M. Leuschner
Loretta J. Levinus

Keith L. Lewis
Danny Linville

Warren F. Littlefield
John Logue

Michael Lonetto

Suzee Losasso
Angeline Loysch
Edward L. Loysch
Wallace L. Lukow
Bonnie L. Luthi

Resa Lyon
Eunice Macavoy
Heather Mackin
Wendy Madaras

Lorene M. Maggard
Bernard P. Magrino
Robert Malanga
Ruby Malchow
Edward Maly

James Marcellino
Sharon A. Marsh

Raymond L. Marshall
Hazel B. Massey
Harold J. Mattson
Harold J. Mattson
Amy L. Mayville

Marilee R. McAnespie
James M. McAuley
Ethel M. McClendon
Robert H. McCrary
Robert C. McDaniel
Barbara McDonald
Jerold K. McDowell

Robert McElroy
Phyllis McFarland

Charles E. McIntyre
Virginia McKelvey
John McLain Jr

Vernon D. McTeer
Marlin Meek

Dorothy L. Meier
Mary Anne Merrill
Philip M. Mikoda
Frances Miller
Marjorie Miller

Bobbie Mitcham
Corrado Mongelli
Charles Morant

Jimmie L. Morgan
Mercedes D. Morgan

Judith Morris
Donna L. Morrison
Acie C. Moseley
Carol L. Moshier
Paul Murabito

Thelma Murphy
Francis E. Murray
Edward Myers
Afrodite Naftis
Jane H. Nagle
Donna Nash

Michael Neiswender
Agnes Nelson
Mary Nemeth

Germaine E. Newcomb
Kathryn J. Newsome
Johnny Norsworthy

Diana O'Brien
Robert O'Brien
Elizabeth Ohler
Betty Olson
James O'Neill
Aaron Orkin

Duane Ormsby
Marie T. Oscar
Orchid Owlett
Dorothy Oxford
Francisco Padilla
Geralyn Jo Page

Bill Paini
Dudley Palmer

Rosalie M. Panebianco
Madeline Panzarella

Euterpe Papatheodorou
Joseph C. Passero

Helen Pate
Santo M. Pate

Susan Patterson
Beverly Peake

Marjorie M. Pearson
Charlotte L. Pelton

Joseph Penta
Victor Pietropaoli
Robert E. Pinnick
Juanita H. Plyler

Walter J. Podgurski
Jean Pokorny
Ann Poleo

Robert Povolny
Leon A. Powell

Ghislaine Powers
Belva Pressler

Zoia A. Prosnikova
Alma S. Pruett
Betty Purdy

Gerald K. Radick
Chester Rakowski

Earl Ranz
Frank G. Raudonis
Marlene Redding
Robert M. Ribant
Lauro Ricalzone
William I. Rice
Kathi Rickey

Wanda S. Ripple
Claudia A. Risebrough

Carol A. Roether

Marilyn Rola
Bernice Rooks
Judith Rosado
Shirley Ross
Luigi Rossetti
Paul Rubin

Lydia Rutkauskas
Joseph A. Salemi
Donald Salwoski
Estel M. Sams

Richard D. Sanders
Mark Santangelo

Donna J. Saunders
Carole L. Saus

Elizabeth Savage
Robert L. Savage
Ronald S. Scaife

Jeffrey H. Scharfeld
Glen W. Scherwitzki
Michael V. Scherzi
Lavina M. Schletty

Travis Schmidt
Michael T. Schneider

Patty R. Schrader
Helen Scott
Vilma Scott

Bonnie Scussel
Anthony Seriano

Vasant Shah
Myra Shaw

Charles Sheets
Patty Shuel

Robert Shultz
Roger Simoneau

Patricia Sims
Warren V. Singleton

Frances Sitmer
Shirley Skelton
Zbigniew T. Skik
Carl F. Sletten
Allen D. Smith
Harold Smith

Mabel E. Smith-Hill
Richard Smolk
Onalie E. Snell
Edna Soule

Hazel E. Spero
Thelma Springer

Amanda St. Martin
Evelyn B. Stanley

Harold Starr
Harry Steere

Elwood F. Stegner

Yvonne Stewart
Diane Story
Mattie Strait

Nelson Streeter
Laura J. Strutner
Donna Sutton
James Sweet

Marjorie Swenson
Jerome H. Syverson
Patricia Szczepanski

Dennis Tate
Marjorie E. Thiesing
Kimberly Thoman
James Thomas
Jean Thomas

Iris C. Thompson
Stephanie M. Thoretz
Charles H. Tiemeyer
George W. Tippett Jr
Benjamin W. Todd
Francis F. Tolson
John E. Tomlin

Vern E. Torkelson
Karen Trenter

Benjamin M. Turnbull
Marie Turro
Margie Tyler

Peggy E. Ulzynski
Henry Van de Water

Irene Van Marter
Fred Van Nostrand

Mark Van Pelt
Ralph Velez

Martha Wagner
Shirley Wainwright
James P. Walker
Thomas Walsh
Daniel J. Ward
Donald D. Ward

Maxine E. Wardrep
Emily Waz

Mary K. Wheeler
William V. Wilcox

Dorothy L. Wilkerson
Elizabeth Williams
Eleanor L. Willner
Irma Wolowicz
Ronald Wysocki

Charles Youngster
Lydia Zurbrugg

In Loving Memory



2061 Collier Parkway

Land O' Lakes, FL 34639

www.Gulfside.org  |  800-561-4883

Hearts for Hospice
Summer 2020

In This Issue:

Responding to 

the Needs of Our 

Community 

The Gift of Letting Go

Grants for Grief


	_GoBack

