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BLCA SPAN/FILM 3316 
Spain as Seen Through Its Movies: 1980s to Today 

 
CAPA BARCELONA PROGRAM 

 
 

Course Description  
This course will investigate the ways in which “Spanish” films participate in the creation of contemporary identities through 
cinematic form. So much film production in the 21st century is the result of inter and intra-national collaboration of funds, 
actors, talent. The course will address the following general questions: a) what it means to speak of a "national cinema;" b) 
how cinema constructs and/or contests of his or her-story; c) cinema's impact on shifting notions of what constitutes the 
human condition; d) how the formal qualities of cinematic narrative shape on-screen stories; f) where and how issues of 
gender, sexuality, class, and ethnicity surface in cinematic articulations of the relationship between national identity, global 
trends and personal history. 
 
Course Aims 
The understanding of “culture” in cinematic form. The development of a vocabulary particular to the formal and thematic 
study of contemporary commercial cinema. To achieve this goal, the student will learn terminology (shot, sequence, frame, 
etc.) specific to discussion of the cinematic text. By the end of the course, the student should be able to critically examine 
the connection between cultural content and cinematic form. 
 
Developmental Outcomes 
Students should demonstrate: responsibility & accountability, independence & interdependence, goal orientation, self-
confidence, resilience, appreciation of differences. 
 
Assessment/Grading Policy  
 

• Preparation and participation     20% 
• Movie reviews        30% 
• 3 Group Analytical Essays     30%  
• Remake of film (final project)     20% 

 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Overall grade        100% 
 
 
 

DESCRIPTOR ALPHA NUMERIC GPA REQUIREMENT/EXPECTATION 

Outstanding 
(High Dis-
tinction) 

 
A 
 
 

 
93+ 
 
 

 
4.0 
 
 

Maximum grade: In addition to description for grade “A-“, the student 
shows detailed understanding of materials about which he or she can 
show independent analytical ability.  This means the ability to question 
an issue from different perspectives and evaluate responses in an objec-
tive manner. 

Excellent 
(Distinction) A- 90 - 92 3.7 

Student shows understanding of literature beyond the textbook/class 
hand-outs/class notes, and the work shows a high level of independent 
thought, presents informed and insightful discussion and demonstrates 
a well-developed capacity for evaluation. 

Very good 
(High Credit) B+ 87 - 89 3.3 

Shows evidence of a capacity to generalise from the taught content, or 
the material in literature, or from class lectures in an informed man-
ner.  Also, the work demonstrates a capacity to integrate personal reflec-
tion into the discussion and an appreciation of a range of different per-
spectives. 
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Good 
(Credit) B 83 – 86 3.0 The work is well organised and contains coherent or logical argumenta-

tion and presentation. 

Good 
(Credit) B- 80 - 82 2.7 Student shows understanding of literature beyond the textbook and/or 

notes, and, there is evidence of additional reading. 

Average 
(Good Pass) 

 
C+ 
 
 

 
77-79 
 
 

 
2.3 
 
 

The work demonstrates a capacity to integrate research into the discus-
sion and a critical appreciation of a range of theoretical perspec-
tives.  Also, the work demonstrates a clear understanding of the question 
and its theoretical implications and demonstrates evidence of additional 
reading. 

Adequate 
(Pass) C 73 - 76 2.0 

Shows clear understanding and some insight into the material in the 
textbook and notes, but not beyond.  A deficiency in understanding the 
material may be compensated by evidence of independent thought and 
effort related to the subject matter. 

Below Aver-
age  
(Borderline 
Pass) 
 

C- 
 

70-72 
 

 
 
1.7 
 

Shows some understanding of the material in the textbook and notes. A 
deficiency in any of the above may be compensated by evidence of inde-
pendent thought related to the subject matter. 
 

Inadequate 
(Borderline 
Fail) 

D+ 67 - 69 1.3 Fails to show a clear understanding or much insight into the material in 
the textbook and notes 

Poor 
(Fail) D 60 - 66 

0.7 
– 
1.0 

Besides the above for D+, student has not shown interest or engagement 
in the class work or study. 

Poor 
(Fail) F <60 0 Shows little or no understanding of any of the material 

Incomplete I   Please see CAPA policy in the Faculty Handbook. 
 
 
Course Materials 
Selection of articles and book chapters compiled by the professor (These will be available either electronically or as 
handouts)  
Tim Corrigan’s A Short Guide to Writing About Film (4th edition or newer, though any edition is fine, as I will clarify assign-
ments in class)  
IMDB http://www.imdb.com/ is an important resource for you to find basic information on each film. You must print out the 
basic info and the names of the characters/actors for use as a resource in class.  
 
Films  
Don’t Tempt Me/Sin noticias de dios (also called Bendito Infierno) Agustín Díaz Yanes*  
Dirty, Pretty Things Stephen Frears  
Flowers From Another World/Flores de otro mundo de Iciar Bollaín 
Rec de Jaume Balagueró  
Quarantine John Erick Dowdle  
Take My Eyes/Te doy mis ojos de Iciar Bollaín*  
Open Your Eyes/Abre los ojos de Alejandro Amenabar  
Vanilla Sky de Cameron Crowe  
Love’s a Bitch/Amores Perros de Alejandro González Iñárritu  
All About My Mother/Todo sobre mi madre Pedro Almodóvar  
Films on Video or DVD  
**Copies of the video or DVD will be available. The ones marked with an asterisk (*) are streamable via Netflix. 
 
 

Weekly Course Schedule 
 

To be determined.  
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Attendance, Participation & Student Responsibilities  
 
Attendance: CAPA has a mandatory attendance policy. Attendance is taken at the beginning of every class. Unauthorized 
absence from class will result in a reduction of the final grade and potentially a failure for the course.  
 
Missing classes for medical reasons: If you need to miss a class for medical reasons or for a family emergency, you must 
send an e-mail to let the Resident Director know at least one hour in advance of your class or meeting at the following e-
mail:____________. Note that calling the CAPA Center (___________) is acceptable only if you do not temporarily have ac-
cess to the internet. An e-mail is still required as quickly as you can get access to the internet again. You will need to provide 
evidence of the reason for your absence. Unexcused absences will result in a grade reduction.  In the event of a missed 
class or field trip, it is your responsibility to contact your instructor and make up any missed assignments. 
 
Class Participation: Students are expected to participate actively and critically in class discussions, and the participation 
portion of the class will be graded accordingly. Students must read assignments BEFORE the class, and come in on time.  
Participation is a vital part of your grade: students are expected to participate orally in seminars and in online forums and 
discussions in a critical and evaluative manner; to interact with the faculty and fellow students with respect and tolerance; 
and to actively engage in discussion.  Derogatory or inflammatory comments about the cultures, perspectives or attitudes of 
others in the class will not be tolerated. 
 
Academic Integrity: A high level of responsibility and academic honesty is expected. Because the value of an academic 
course depends upon the absolute integrity of the work done by the student, it is imperative that a student demonstrates a 
high standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work and class behavior. Plagiarism and cheating will result in dis-
missal from the program.  See the Handbook of CAPA Academic Policies for more information and resources on plagiarism.   
 
Use of electronic equipment in class: All devices such as laptops, I-pods, I-pads, netbooks, notebooks and tablets, 
smartphones, cell phones, etc. are NOT allowed unless you have express permission from the faculty or you have been in-
structed to do so. If you require an accommodation to use any type of electronic equipment, inform the Resident Director at 
the beginning of Term.   
 
Use of Electronic Translators: In Language courses students are NOT allowed to use electronic translators for writing texts in 
the target language: those submitting compositions and texts of whatever kind translated in such a fashion will receive a 
final F grade for the course.  
 
Late Submission: Late submission of papers, projects, journal entries, pieces of homework and portfolios is only permitted 
with prior approval. A request must be made to the relevant Faculty member no later than two days prior to the due date. 
Late submission without prior approval will result in a full alpha grade penalty. In either case, work cannot be submitted af-
ter feedback has been provided to the rest of the class on the relevant assessment or one week after the due date which-
ever comes first, after which point a grade of F will be given for the assessment. 
 
Behavior during Examinations: During examinations, you must do your own work. Unless specifically instructed by the lec-
turer or instructor, talking during an exam is not permitted, nor may you compare papers, copy from others, or collaborate in 
any way. Any failure to abide by examination rules will result in failure of the exam, and may lead to failure of the course and 
disciplinary action. 
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