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This course is being offered at East China Normal University, CAPA’s academic partner in Shanghai.  The 

Chinese academic system differs from the US, particularly with grading. ECNU professors expect students to 

undertake a good deal of independent study to achieve a high mark in their classes. 

ECNU classes fill quickly, so make your selections as soon as possible. Please have an alternative ECNU course 

in mind in case your first choice is unavailable. 

For additional information about this class, please contact the Boston Program Advising Team at 1-800-793-

0334. 



Introduction to Chinese Government, Politics and Policy 

East China Nonnal University 

This is an introductory course on contemporary Chinese politics, government and 
international relations for international students. This course examines China from a 
variety of perspectives to enlighten our understanding of China today. All through the 
course, we will try to tackle the following questions: To what extent did the communist 
and revolutionary legacy affect reform-era politics and policy in China? Can China still 
be characterized as a communist state, or is it something else? Why has China been able 
to achieve such significant economic growth in the past three decades? Will economic 
liberalization inevitably lead China onto a political path predicted by modernization 
theory? On the international arena, is China really an emerging superpower or is it a 
developing country facing significant internal challenges that preclude its continued rise? 
What is the impact of a rising China on world order? 

Required Texts: 

•

• 

Lieberthal, Kenneth. 2004. GoverninR China: from revolution through rr,jnrm .
New York: W.W. Norton.
Lanteigne, Marc. 2009. Chinese foreign policy: an introduction. London; New
York: Routledge.

Course requirement: 

Attendance is mandatory. Active participation in class discussion is expected for all 
students. Assignments include two essays, one midterm exam and one presentation.

Presentation: 

Every student is expected to follow current events in China closely. From the second 
week, in every class discussion, we will have students give brief presentation on a recent 
evcul iu the greater China n.:giun that is related to our course material. The assignment is 
meant to not only give students incenlives to explore the linkage between the past and the 
present, between theory and reality, but also help students to build up their own tool kit 
for their future independent study of China. For this project as well as our study of China 
in general, tl1t: Iulernet has provided us with enormous possibilities. Although it is not 
required, I highly recommend that you find your own, stable WAY to access material 
outside the "wall" . 

. Field trip and movie screening 








