
AP Senior Summer Assignment 2016-2017  
 
* Please purchase How To Read Literature Like A Professor.  

We will use How To Read Literature Like A Professor throughout the 
year; I will assign chapters, and as a class we will apply the concepts to the 
pieces/novels we read. 
 
 
** Go online and print off a copy of the short story -“The Garden Party” by      
Katherine Mansfield.  
 
 
A. Dialectical Journal 

As you read “The Garden Party” by Katherine Mansfield, you will 
be required to keep a dialectical journal. If your handwriting is hard to read, 
please TYPE it! The double-entry journal combines note-taking with your 
reaction or interpretation of the quote/text. Your journal will consist of 
fifteen quotes/important pieces of text with page numbers throughout the 
entire short story. Remember to choose text that you feel is important to the 
piece in some way. The text will require you to tell me who is speaking and 
to whom he/she is speaking. Next to each piece of text you will write a 
response, feeling, interpretation, etc…. The following is an example from 
“A Rose for Emily,” by William Faulkner. 
 
Chapter 1   
 
1.p. 519 (neighbor lady to the mayor)   Perhaps she is too old to care  
…when the smell developed, a neighbor    for herself. The source of  
Woman complained to the mayor.                       the odor could be important  
                  later in the story. 
 
2. p. 520 (Miss Emily to the store owner)   Why would you need poison? 
 “I want some poison…the best you can buy.”  Indirect characterization???  
 
3. p. 520 (The store owner to Miss Emily)   Possible foreshadowing  
“The law requires you to tell what you are going to    
use it for.”        
         
 
 
 As you read, look for examples of literary terms/devices like biblical 
allusions, historical allusions, anecdotes, samples of personification, 



paradoxes, parallel structure, etc… Also, pay attention as new characters are 
introduced and to the different settings and the importance of setting to the 
piece as a whole. On the first day of class, you will turn in your dialectical 
journal for a grade, and we will have a Socratic Circle and discuss the piece. 
 
 
Cover Page for Dialectical Journal 

Create a cover for the journal that represents the short story; be 
original and creative; there has to be more to it than simply using clip art. Be 
CREATIVE! 
 
*** The Dialectical Journal with the cover page is due the first day of class. 
Also, be sure you have your copy of the short story with you.*** 
 
 
If you have questions, please email me @ 
melanie.selvidge@burkburnettisd.org 
 

I look forward to working with you. 
Mrs. Selvidge 
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