
Pre-AP Social Studies Seventh Grade  
Summer Assignments for 2016-17 

 
Google Classroom join code: k74xc1f 

 
Essay Contest--Daughters of the Republic of Texas 

 
You are to produce an essay for entry into the Daughters of the Republic of Texas 

contest.  
 

You should create 1) an essay 2) a title page 3) a bibliography.  Please bring all 3 
printed out  and stapled together on August 29th.  

 
Contest Rules 

Typed essays are to be double-spaced on 8½” by 11″ paper, using “Times New Roman” 
font, size 12. Top and bottom page margins are to be on inch, with side margins being 

1.25 inches. Essays must be submitted in English. 
 

* Seventh Grade Essay – The body of the essay can be no less than 2½ pages. No 
word count requirements. 

 
A minimum of four (4) references are needed – no more than 2 may be Internet 

references. Research references should be listed on a separate page, but not counted 
as part of the essay length. Use EasyBib or another citation engine to create the 

references.  
 

Cover page should include: 
 

Name of student and grade in 2016-17 
 

Burkburnett Middle School, 108 South D Avenue, Burkburnett, Texas 
 

Title of the essay 

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
 

Rebecca Jane Fisher Chapter, Wichita Falls 

 

Sandy Person 

(940) 781-5295 

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/MTMzODY0MDAzN1pa/a/MTM0MDIwNTU1M1pa/submissions/by-status/and-sort-name/list


 
Patriot's Pen Essay--The America I Believe In 
You need to write an essay to enter in the Veteran's of Foreign Wars essay competition 
called "Patriot's Pen". 
 
First, you need to create a brainstorm sheet before you start writing. This can be a list 
of ideas, a spider map, bubble maps, or any other method that you are familiar with. 
 
Second, please write a rough draft of your essay. Please print it out and correct it. It is 
best to have an adult check over the paper. 
 
Third, use the Google Doc attached to the assignment in Google Classroom and type 
your final copy of the paper. 
 
Fourth, fill out the entry form.  
 
Fifth, print out your paper and be ready to turn it in on Monday, August 29th.  
 
The link to the Patriot's Pen website is attached and below I've copy and pasted the 
guidelines from the Patriot's Pen.  
 
THE 2016-17 THEME IS: THE AMERICA I BELIEVE IN  
 
Essays must be no less than 300 words and cannot exceed 400 words. They should be 
submitted to the Post, along with the completed Patriot's Pen entry form no later than 
the November 1 deadline. 
 
JUDGING CRITERIA:  
 
Knowledge of the theme is worth 30 points. You must show a thorough knowledge of 
the theme in your work. Demonstrate you have researched the issue extensively.  
 
Theme development is worth 35 points. Answer all relevant facts about the theme such 
as the who, what, where, when and why. Relate the theme to your own experiences. 
 
Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points. Write your essay in an easy-to-understand format. 
Leave your reader with a clear understanding of your explanation of the theme. 
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