
Pre-AP English 7th grade 

Summer Reading Assignment - due Thursday, August 25, 2016 

Genre:  Short Story 
 
 

Short Stories for Middle School 
https://americanliterature.com/middle-school-short-stories 
 
Read each of the following selections: 

● “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry 
● “To Build a Fire” by Jack London 
● “The Lady, or the Tiger?” By Frank Stockton 

 
After reading each short story, write a paragraph response to each of the following 
prompts.  You may use Google Docs or regular notebook paper.  Responses should 
follow the format of a paragraph (5-7 complete sentences), along with the conventions, 
or rules, of grammar. 
 
 
Response 2 Reading prompts: Complete each of the following for each short story 
 

● Pick one character and explain why you would/would not like to have him/her as 
a friend.  

● Describe and explain why you would/would not like to have lived in the time or 
place of the story.  

● Which character would you like to be in this story? Why? 
● Tell your thoughts or feelings about the theme of the story. 
● Copy a sentence from the story that you think is well written.  Why do you like 

this sentence?   
● List 10 interesting words from the story and tell why each word is interesting. 

 
 
The summer reading assignment is our curriculum for the first four weeks of the year.  
You need to also be familiar with the foundation of analyzing literature using the DIDLS 
prose analysis method page provided. There will be a quiz on day 3 of class over these 
terms.   
 

 

DIDLS Prose Analysis Method 

 

https://americanliterature.com/middle-school-short-stories


Diction 

What words does the author choose? Consider his/her word choice compared to 
another.  
 

Images 

What images does the author use? What does he/she focus on in a sensory way? The 
kinds of images the author puts in or leaves out reflect his/her style? Are they vibrant? 
Prominent? Plain?  
 
NOTE: Images differ from detail in the degree to which they appeal to the senses. 
 

Details 

What details does the author choose to include? What do they imply? What does the 
author choose to exclude? What are the connotations of their choice of details?  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Details are facts or fact-lets. They differ from images in that they don’t 
have a strong sensory appeal. 
 

Language 

What is the overall impression of the language the author uses?  
 

Syntax 

What are the sentences like? Are they simple with one or two clauses? Do they have 
multiple phrases? Are they choppy? Flowing? 
 

 

Quiz will be over the terms only: 

Diction Images Details Language   Syntax 


