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The crowd was quiet. A girl whispered, "I hope it's not Nancy," and the 
sound of the whisper reached the edges of the crowd. 

 

 



Summer Reading 2016 

Dear Pre-AP English I Students, 

Welcome to Burkburnett High School and to Pre-AP English! I am looking 

forward to sharing your first year of high school with you! The AP English 

program at BHS requires students in grades 9-12 to complete summer reading. 

Please read the following documents carefully. Use the list below as a checklist 

to guarantee you have completed the required assignments. Please keep in 

mind these are the first assignments in the grade book. This short story is 

posted to my Burkburnett ISD webpage. I also attached an annotation pdf for 

you to include comments, connections, and predictions to organize your 

thoughts. This assignment is optional; however, if you would like to begin the 

year with extra credit, you may print it out and write on it, or utilize your 

technological skills to type on the form. It would also be beneficial for you to 

research the short story and time period to give background for the book. I 

encourage you to start your year off strong! 

Enjoy, 

Shana Polk 

Please feel free to contact me for any questions, comments, or concerns: 

Shana Polk – shana.polk@burkburnettisd.org 



 

Summer of 2016 

 

Comments from Mrs. Polk 

Just before 10 a.m. on June 27th, the children came to the village square, where 
the boys began to make a mountain of smooth stones and the girls talked about 
school days that had just concluded. Husbands came and talked about taxes and 
wives gossiped about the town. 
 
In some towns, the Lottery could take two days, but in this town, there were no 
more than 100 residents and the Lottery only took two hours. If the Lottery 
began at 10 a.m., families could be home for their noonday meals. 
 

Each year, the concept of creating a new box from which to draw the Lottery 
tickets from is brought up, but nothing ever comes of it. The current box is said 
to have been made with splinters of the box before it. 
 

Mr. Adams, head of the Adams' household and the man who would be drawing 
for the Adams family during the Lottery, turned to Old Man Warner who was 
participating in his 77th Lottery. Adams shared that the North Village was 
having talks about giving up the Lottery. Warner snorted. He grumbled, "Lottery 
in June, corn be heavy soon." 
 

One by one each male head of the household (or woman if there was no man to 
take her place) walked up to the box in alphabetical order and drew a slip of 
paper from the box. They were asked to keep it folded in the palms of their 
hands without looking. When every family had a slip of paper, the men were 
allowed to look.  

 

 

 



Summer of 2016 

Shirley Jackson 

 

1) Read the short story, “The Lottery.” I have the story and extra credit 
annotation packet on my district website page or you may search for a copy 
of it online. Additional hard copies will be left with the high school 
counselors. 

 

2) Complete the following 2 assignments, 3, if you include the extra credit, 
which will be due on the Wednesday of the first week of school. 

 

3) All assignments are to be typed. The first assignment, DIDLS should be 
typed by letter sections, i.e. D-I-D-L-S in separate paragraphs according to 
the questions asked in the margins. The essay is to be typed in MLA format 
(see attached). If you are unable to produce typed assignments, please 
email me NLT July 1, 2016 so that we can make other arrangements. The 
majority of assignments for Pre-AP I English for the year will be typed, and 
Google Classroom/Google Drive is the avenue that we will utilize almost 
every day. 
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Assignment #1: DIDLS (located on my district webpage) 

DIRECTIONS: Respond to the following questions/statements in the left-hand 
margin of the DIDLS attachment. The instructions are listed above. 

*** The attachment will be a Word Document and a Google Doc if you choose 
to type your responses in that format.  

You will turn in a hard copy. 

Assignment #2: “The Lottery” 

DIRECTIONS: Write an essay that addresses the following prompt using MLA 
Format. (Word or Docs is encouraged as they will be turned in as a hard copy). 

Analyze the tone in “The Lottery,” and how it shifts in three or more detailed 
paragraphs. Focus on specific passages. This is how the previous DIDLS 
assignment and (extra credit assignment) will help you with your essay! ; ) 

Ensure your paragraphs: 

 Identifies the work/author 
 Has an introductory paragraph 
 Embeds at least TWO QUOTES of support 
 Contains commentary on those quotes directly addressing the TONE 
 Has a concluding paragraph 
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MLA Essay Format: Ten Easy Steps 

 

1. Open a Word Document or in Google Docs. 

2. Set margins to one inch (Microsoft Word does this for you) 

3. Set the font to Times New Roman and the size to 12-points 

4. Set the spacing to double-space. 

5. Place a heading on your paper (NOT in the header) according to the following format: 

Name 

Teacher’s Name (Mrs. Polk) 

Class (Pre-AP English I- include period, if possible) 

Formal Date (August ??, 2016) 

6. Title your paper by centering title. Do not underline, bold, or italicize your title. 

7. Italicize book titles and place titles of poems in quotation marks. 

8. Use spelling and grammar check before printing essay. 

 

 


