
English II PreAP Summer Assignment 
 
Please read the following document carefully:  
 
Pre-AP English II is designed as a college-prep course. Our focus is a survey of world literature 
and nonfiction, with special emphasis on learning to meaningfully interact with text and 
effectively communicate ideas orally and in writing. You have chosen this class because you will 
likely take the English Language and Composition AP exams to earn college credit. This is a 
wise choice. Earning a passing grade on these exams will likely earn you college credits at a 
mere fraction of what it would cost at a university. Because this is an AP-preparation class, you 
should expect more rigorous work than in grade-level classes. We will have a daily average of 
30-45 minutes of homework. Also, work ethic and responsibility is a major part of the class. 
Assignments will only be accepted one day late with a 30 point reduction. After the one day 
grace period, no late work will be accepted. Keep these things in mind as you enter this class in 
the upcoming school year. 
 
Use the list provided as a checklist to guarantee you have completed the required summer 
assignment. Please keep in mind this will be the first assignment in the grade book. Failure to 
not have your assignment on the first day of school will result in a zero on the assignment. 
You will be allowed 1 day grace period for the assignment with a 30 point reduction in 
grade. The assignment will not be accepted after the second day of school. 
 
You will also need to purchase a hardcopy of the novel The Scarlet Letter before school begins. 
You will need to have this novel on the first day of school. We will start the year reading this 
novel written by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
 
This assignment can also be found on the classroom website: 
http://www.burkburnettisd.org/education/staff/staff.php?sectionid=2092&t  
If you have any questions or difficulties with the assignment, you may email me for clarification. 
 
Enjoy!!! 
 
Mr. Starling 
john.starling@burkburnettisd.org 
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Summer Assignment: 
 
You will research and type a paper discussing the life and culture of the Puritan society in 
America. Your paper will include the following: 
 
1. Describe why the Puritans were persecuted in Europe and their journey to America. 
 
2. Describe the Puritan family and their life style 
 
3. Describe Puritan society and community life 
 
4. Describe the authority and religion of Puritan society 
 
5. Describe the accomplishments and contributions of Puritans to American history 
 
6. Works Cited page and Parenthetical References 
 *You must have a minimum of 8 sources 

*Sources can be books, encyclopedia articles, or web sites:  
-web sites must be either an .edu or .org site. No .com sites are allowed! 

 
 
 
Format: 
The paper needs to be a minimum of 4 full pages, not counting the Works Cited page. The paper 
must be typed in size 12, Times New Roman, and double spaced. Include a header in the upper 
left hand corner with your name, class (English II PreAP), and date. The Works Cited page needs 
to be in MLA format and include the web address if you use a web site. Be sure to include 
Parenthetical References within your paper. 
 


