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TIFBLAIR® CENTIPEDE

Warm-Season Turfgrass

medium texture and
medium green color

>» lowest maintenance
requirements of all quality
southern lawn grasses

» lowest fertility requirements

>» good drought tolerance
and fast recovery from lack
of water

>» more dense and vigorous
than common centipede,
but needs less mowing and
easier to mow than other
types of lawn grasses

» excellent cold tolerance in
the middle to lower South

> versatility: available as
sod and seed

» deer and geese resistant
(not a preferred forage)
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Turfgrass Tech Sheet
TifBlair® Centipedegrass

Eremochloa ophiuroides (Munro) Hack

CERTIFIED

Description: TifBlair is a warm season turfgrass that grows well on
poor soils with little maintenance and is therefore fondly referred
to as the “lazy man'’s grass.” Leaf blades are medium-textured and
medium green in color. TifBlair was singled out because it stays
greener longer in the fall and greens up earlier in the spring than
common Centipede and because of improved cold tolerance and
seedling vigor.

Uses: TifBlair is widely used in large and small landscapes, along
roadsides, and in public and private parks throughout the South
where maintenance budgets are small and turfgrass expectations
high. As a non-attractant for Canada Geese and deer TifBlair is, for
safety reasons, well-suited for use around airports and highways.

Adaptability: TifBlair boasts improved cold tolerance over
common centipede and thrives from Florida through North Carolina
and West to Texas.

Adaptability Zones: Zones 7b to 11a on the 2012 USDA
Plant Hardiness Zone Map or Zones 1-2 on the Turfgrass
Hardiness Map.

Dormancy: TifBlair is a warm-season turfgrass that, after
first frost, goes dormant for the winter.

Shade Tolerance: TifBlair has “medium”

especially under high pine shade.

shade tolerance,

Drought Tolerance & Water Management: TifBlair survives
drought conditions by going dormant (leaves turn gray) then greens
up at the first exposure to moisture. TifBlair does not like poorly
drained soils especially where water may stand for several days.
Optimum water management for TifBlair, as with any grass, is
dependent on soil physical characteristics and climate. In general,
TifBlair will require 1" of water per week.

Weed Tolerance: A dense, healthy stand of TifBlair forms a weed
resistant barrier, but to be sure, use of a pre-emergent herbicide
(recommended for use on centipede lawns on the label), is recom-
mended in the spring and fall. Read and follow all label directions.

Insect Tolerance: Exceptionally tolerant of most common lawn
insect pests.

Disease Resistance: Disease is a minor problem with TifBlair and
is limited to patch and decline disease. We recommend annual
spring compost topdressing with our Soil3 organic compost to
minimize disease impact (more info at soil3.com).

Fertility: This grass has the lowest fertility requirements of all turf,
with annual fertility rates of 1-2 lbs. of actual nitrogen fertilizer per
1,000 sq. ft. providing the best results. Always fertilize based on a
soil test. Too much fertility will result in a thatchy, unhealthy lawn.
Centipede is one of the few turfgrasses that can be harmed by
over fertilization. Most commonly available turf fertilizers contain
too much nitrogen for centipede. In fact, in good soils, fertilizer
may be completely unnecessary.

Compost topdressing with Soil3 and aerating in the spring, after
spring green up, can supply all of centipede’s fertility needs for the
year. The practice of compost topdressing with Soil3 is true organic
lawn care.

Soil pH: Centipede thrives on an acid soil with a pH range of 5.0 to
6.0. Do not apply lime to Centipede without a soil test.

Mowing height: TifBlair is slow-growing vertically and requires
less frequent mowing than other warm season turf. Maintain
cutting height of 1.5 to 2 inches. Mowing may be required on a
10 to 14 day interval. Mow no more than 1/3 of the leaf off at one
mowing. Use sharp mower blades and mow with a rotary mower.

Establishment: TifBlair is available as sod and seed. Sod is very
easy to establish all year long, even when dormant. Seed is very
easy to plant and germinate. Plant seed in the spring after all danger
of frost is past, covering it with a thin layer of Soil3 organic compost
to improve establishment. Complete sod and seed establishment
instructions are on our website.
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THE UNAUTHORIZED/UNLICENSED
COMMERCIAL PROPAGATION OR TRANSFER
OF THIS PRODUCT TO THIRD PARTIES FOR
SUCH PROPAGATION IS PROHIBITED BY THE
PATENT OWNER.

(U.S. PROTECTED VARIETY PVPA 94)

Seeds in this container are from a lot of seed which was produced, conditioned and
ilks{;it‘" i i tions of Georgia Crop sociation,
2425 South Milledge Avenue, Athens, Georgia and is' the class of seed shown on this
Iabel. The producer or vendor whose name and o certification number appears on

this label is solely responsible for the information hereon and for the proper use of the

el Goorgia Crop Improvement Association, Athens, GA.
MEMBER OF ASSOCIATION OF OFFICIAL SEED
CERTIFYING AGENCIES
TifBlair is the only blue tag certified
centipede available.
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A DIVISION OF PATTEN SEED COMPANY Creating lifetime lawns for more than 50 years.
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