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EU Court rules in favour of Groupe Steria in
French cross-border dividend case
On 2 September 2015, the CJEU ruled in the
Groupe Steria SCA case (C-386/14) that the
freedom of establishment precludes legislation
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Groupe Steria SCA filed a claim to obtain the
reimbursement of the corporate tax assessed on
the taxable portion of the dividends arguing that
the difference of treatment between domestic
and cross-border situations was incompatible
with the freedom of establishment.
CJEU’s decision

The CJEU held that the difference of treatment
which excludes cross-border situations from the
advantage of having the 5% portion of costs and
expenses neutralized makes it less attractive for
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