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Attendees: 22 
Aisling Gogan (chair) 
Anna Murawksi – Government of Manitoba 
Karen Loney – Chatham Kent 
Khurram Musti Khan (MCCSS)
Martin Byaruhanga RMWB
Marlene Chiarotto – Prosper Canada 
Kimberly Little – Leeds Greenville 
Michelle Henderson – County of Simcoe
Sarah Tanner
Augustina Nagberi-Asseez – Peel Region
Craig Orrell – Peel Region
Cindy Tan (MCCSS)
Tim Stiles 
Ying Zhang SS
+ 8 Callers

Discussion
· Welcomes & check-ins
· Presentation on Canadian Poverty Reduction Strategy
Employment and Social Development Canada Representatives, Thomas Glen and Wesley Rodney, provided an overview of the Opportunity for All strategy and the process used to develop the strategy.  
<Presentation attached> 

· Q & A / Discussion 
Can you speak to any local commitment and funding of local programs or agencies that the government may be making?
At the moment they cannot speak to any additional funding, but the government has been investing in poverty reduction since 2015, both in direct funding and in other supports that will help to end poverty. 

Anna Government of Manitoba – who might participate on the national council for poverty reduction? 
Members will be selected through an open merit-based process that will be announced in the next few months. Representatives will reflect Canada’s diversity. The body will be an independent body providing guidance to the government. 

Are there additional details on how the government will work with P/T and Communities?
The Minister will continue to work with P/T colleagues to coordinate, to reduce duplication, reduce gaps in coverage and increase partnerships. 
Starting to work with some communities directly
Will the Poverty Advisory Council be a full-time position or something individuals will be expected to perform as part of, or in addition to, their current work?
Some will be full time appointments and others will be part-time.

Has MBM been updated yet?
Updating the costs of the MBM will be done annually. The review that is currently happening looks at the items in the basket and that will happen every five years.

The Strategy has two targets - reduce the poverty rate by 20% by 2020 and by 50% by 2030. How were they identified?
The target is a tool to ensure that poverty reduction is something that the government commits to and directs support to reduce poverty. Minister Duclos has spoken publicly about working toward poverty elimination.

Will the reductions be measured on a national, provincial or community basis?
The intention is to measure them nationally. It may be possible to measure some subnationally as data improves.

Addressing data gaps - is there a mandate to address issues over and above the data improvements that were mentioned in the presentation as part of the Budget 2018 investments in data improvement. 
ESDC will be providing an answer to this question, which will be shared with the group when it is available. 

Will Statistics Canada calculate and release the MBM values at several geopgraphic levels or will we have to have our own statisticians analyze raw data sets to come up with our local values as we currently do with living wage calculations and food insecurity rates?
Statistics Canada currently does that for the MBM line for communities. Some Territories are looking at creating a northern MBM measure with a slightly different basket. 

How are other low-income measure incorporated into this measure?
They will continue to be tracked and reported on. They will be included in the dashboard, but MBM will define the poverty line. 

Provincial / Territorial work comments from Aisling Gogan 
In NFLD we are excited that the data sources has been increased by 50% this year, which will increase the analysis we can do with the MBM and how we can use it on the local level especially in smaller jurisdictions. Some group analysis will be very important. 

· Closing announcements

