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Technology has without a doubt improved manufacturing equipment, with innovations that 

further automate processes to increase production, reduce downtime and limit human error. 

But while these innovations have made machinery better in countless ways, not all of the 

individual components have kept up. Old-fashioned, hardwired electrical connections are still 

used on many machines. Plus, many connectors are made with materials not conducive to the 

harsh environments they operate in. 

To get the most from cutting-edge manufacturing equipment, the electrical connections that keep 

it running need to be top-notch. If they aren’t, downtime and labor costs can quickly eliminate 

your profit from new, advanced equipment. 

Smarter Machines, Smaller Spaces

You’ve seen equipment change through the years to become smaller, with smarter in-process 

controls and intelligent robotics. Workers are shifting from working on the line, to managing 

robotic systems and providing tech support. These highly flexible robots can do so much and be 

safely integrated with people. 

But they create new set up and maintenance procedures to keep them running optimally. 

Components such as electrical connectors have all changed and improved with technology, but 

cutting edge versions aren’t always used with the advanced machinery they’re made for. 

Using outdated components with updated equipment can cause all sorts of problems. New 

equipment can create new types of residue that ruin components or new stress points that 

cause failures and loss of production. 

Using the right components with cutting-edge machinery can make all the difference in its ROI. 
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Better Connectors, Better ROI

Since the 1990’s, the use of molded connectors and quick-disconnect systems for electrical 

components has risen, but companies still use hardwired connections too often. Historically, 

custom connectors are hard to find, and those that do exist are expensive.

But this is quickly changing with advances in manufacturing technology.

Getting the most from your investment in new machinery requires that it is running optimally, and 

operating as much as possible. The right electrical connectors can do just that. 

Using a molded connector or quick-disconnect system made specifically for your equipment is 

the best way to avoid downtime and reduce maintenance costs, thus maximizing your ROI. 

Unlike hardwired electrical connections, which requires a skilled technician several hours to 

disassemble, fix and reassemble, molded connectors and quick-disconnect systems are fast, 

easy and less expensive to repair. A quick-disconnect system can be changed by a line worker 

himself, without waiting for an electrician and without stopping the line for hours.

Custom connectors can solve very specific problems at the individual machine level. You 

shouldn’t have to fit your machines to the small selection of stock connectors supplied by the 

huge vendors. Custom-connectors can mean the difference between down-time and profitability. 

The newest connectors incorporate materials that work better for your specific process, to 

improve your ROI at critical manufacturing points. 

Remke create custom connectors in small runs, affordably! They can be made to fit your 

machines in countless, custom ways, and delivered fast to fix downtime problems with lightning 

speed.
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A Prime Example

Jernberg Industries, a division of HHI, manufacturers highly-engineered, forged parts for the 

automotive industry, many of which are heat-treated. The forging equipment was extremely 

hard on the sensor cables used on the press arms. Small particles of silica were getting into the 

threads and receptors. Plus, water and graphite were ruining connections and shorting out the 

sensors, damaging coupling nuts and hardware in the process. 

When this happened, everything had to stop. Set-up time to change the press arm was taking 

too long because cables needed to be dressed within the arm. Their supplier was only able to 

deliver one length of cable, and those needed to fit across the arm and connect to a custom 

distribution box with stainless steel connectors. The process of arranging all that extra cable took 

them too long and started to create extensive downtime. They really needed varying lengths of 

cable. 

Knowing that a solution must exist, Jernberg searched extensively, but could not find a solution 

in the stock connectors offered by the major manufacturers. They were 5-10 times more 

expensive, and didn’t keep graphite out of the equipment. Plus, there was the problem with the 

cables. They were running out of options. 

But then Jernberg found Remke Industries of Chicago. Remke was able to custom-create 

connectors that solved their specific problem when no other supplier was willing to customize 

parts for them. Jernberg provided cables to Remke, who molded stainless steel M12 connectors 

to them. They fit the equipment exactly, with no hanging cable or need to dress cables. 

Remke also produced an 8-port M12 distribution box with stainless steel hardware, made to fit 

inside the custom enclosure on the press. Plus, they created a 12-pole Mini-Link cordset with a 

stainless steel grip to mate with the distribution box.

With the new connector solutions in place, Jernberg found downtime reduced by 85-90%. 

Remke’s custom connectors were the long-term, cost-effective fix that helped them get the most 

from their modern manufacturing systems. 

To learn more about Remke’s custom connector solutions, visit www.Remke.com 


