Top 3 Spring Home Organization Tips
Spring is the time for change and renewal and finally a chance to get outdoors and enjoy the weather, finish those ongoing projects and of
course do some spring cleaning.
At Cook Portable Warehouses, we want to be a helpful resource with valuable tips, tricks and ideas to help you get and stay ready throughout
the spring months.
So here is a guide with some of the most popular springtime tips for your home and yard that are featured on our blog. And visit our blog for
more tips like 3 Ways to Make Spring Cleaning Easy, 4 Ways to Get your Cook Shed Ready for Spring and 3 Springtime Ways to Enjoy your Cook
Shed.
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5 Places to Emphasize While Spring
Cleaning
One of the staples of March, April and May is the ongoing task of spring
cleaning. To make it easier, remember these 5 areas to focus on while
cleaning and organizing your home this spring.
1. Organize drawers and cabinets - Declutter one drawer, cupboard or
cabinet every day until the whole house is done. Think about getting rid
of things like mismatched plastic to-go containers, old or stained towels,
non-working pens, out-of-date magazines, etc.
2. Clean out your medicine cabinet - Your medicine cabinet is an area
that should be organized by someone routinely. For prescription and overthe-counter medications, check the expiration dates. Read the guidelines
set by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) about safe disposal or look
into take-back programs at pharmacies in your area.
3. Purge your pantry and fridge - Check all the food items, condiments
and canned goods in the refrigerator and pantry and get rid of any that
have exceeded their expiration date. If there are others that haven’t
expired but your family most likely won’t eat, donate them to a local
food bank.
4. Recycle/shred papers - Papers including magazines, newspapers,
paperwork, old bills, take-out menus, junk mail, calendars, receipts, etc.
tend to pile up. So recycle anything you don’t need or don’t read often
and file the rest. Anything with personal information should be shredded
for extra security.
5. Sort your book collection - Clear out bookcases and just keep those
books that you haven’t read or some of your treasured favorites. Sell the
others, exchange them in a used book store or donate them to charity or
a local library.
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5 Ways to Save Money at Home
this Spring
With warmer weather coming up, it’s the perfect time to
reevaluate your home’s energy needs and find creative ways
to save money. Use these 5 inventive ideas to make your house
more efficient.
1. Caulk external openings - Caulk any gaps around windows
or doors that are larger than the size of a nickel. Add
weatherstripping around doors, so you can’t see daylight from
inside your home. And check to see if the tracks on your sliding
doors are clean, so gaps aren’t created.
2. Clean window units - Clean your air conditioning window
unit by removing the front grill and air filter and cleaning off
any dust or dirt. This helps the unit work at the optimal level to
better keep your family cool. Routine changing of air filters (2-4
times per year) can net you 10-15 percent in energy savings.
3. Wash window panes - The cleaner your windows are the
more light will shine into your home. Before you wash your
windows, clean out the sills and window tracks with a soft
brush or vacuum attachment. Brighten up your home without
having to turn on a bunch of lights. But don’t forget to dust
light bulbs too.
4. Clean gutters - Gutter cleaning to remove all the leaves,
sticks and everything that has accumulated over the winter
months is essential during the spring months. Cleaning
out gutters before those showers hit will prevent possible
overflowing later.
5. Vacuum refrigerator - Use your vacuum to clean out the
dust trap in your dryer, clean fan blades and the coils behind
your refrigerator. Vacuuming these coils routinely eliminates
about 70 percent of refrigerator service calls and helps it work
more efficiently.
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5 Springtime Ideas to Get
Rid of Clutter
Throughout the long winter, clutter tends to pile up in your home. Use
these 5 creative ways to pare down your stuff and create more space.
1. Use what you have - Not only is spring cleaning a great opportunity to
purge what you have it’s also a perfect chance to use the things you have
on hand. Make a pile of those things while cleaning and really think if you
have an immediate need for that stuff. If you don’t see yourself using it
in the next month go ahead and toss it.
2. Sell your stuff - eBay is a great place to selll smaller things like
electronics, souvenir items, clothing, accessories, etc. Make some easy
money selling those items that are just sitting in boxes cluttering up your
home. Share items via social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter
with a picture and description.
3. Donate things - Giving back is always a good idea so really think
if you need something and use it routinely. Those old clothes, toys
and household items could help someone else in need. Donate to the
Salvation Army, Goodwill or a local thrift store.
4. Re-gift - Re-gifting is a great way to purge you home of those items
that are still new and in the package but don’t fit into your lifestyle.
Think about the person first and see if you have anything on hand that
fits their interests or personality. You want to give them something they
actually want.
5. Recycle electronics - Electronics get outdated pretty fast so most
likely you have an old VCR, television, fax machine or broken parts
sitting unused in the back of a closet. But don’t throw old electronics
away because the hazardous materials can get into groundwater.
Keep checking the Cook Blog for more useful information through every
season!
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