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Stairway Encroachment into Corridors

Noted in NZS 4121:2001 Section 8.3.4, the top or bottom step of any flight of stairs shall not 
encroach into corridors so that the effective minimum width of the corridor on accessible routes or 
means of escape in fire, is compromised. Where stairs do encroach, they shall be protected by a 
barrier or a return wall indicated by a change in surface texture of the floor.

Section 8.6.5.2 notes that handrails shall not project into any other path of travel, except when a 
centre handrail projects into a landing by the distance of the stair going. With this knowledge, Figure 
22 (as shown below) depicts how an encroachment of the handrails should be handled, with the 
return wall covering the projection of the handrail at the start of the stair flight.

How far the handrails will encroach all depends on the rise, tread length & angle of the stair flight. Usually, 
the higher the angle of the stair the less the handrail will encroach. To make sure what the exact 
encroachment will be, contact us at info@moddex.co.nz or 0800 663 339. 


