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This is an example as 
how not to have a 
chain of custody. 
These are real 
samples being 
stored on the trailer 
floor below the 
instruments.



This is an example 
as how not to have 
good chain of 
custody. 
The cardboard box 
contains samples 
being shipped to 
the lab.



This is an example as 
how not to have good 
chain of custody. 
This is a real clean up 
area that also subs as a 
eating space and tool 
and clothing catchall.



This sample box is 
made of high 
density 
polyethylene 
(HDPE) and has a 
hinged lid. It does 
not have a lock.



To make the box so that a numbered seal can lock it, 
drill a small hole in the lid and side so a seal can secure 

it and prevent access to its contents.     



Put a handful 
of seals and 
Chain of 
Custody data 
sheets in the 
box.



Select a seal 
and record the 
number on the 
data sheet. 



Fill out the 
Chain of 
Custody 

sheet and 
put it into 
the box.



Insert the seal stem into the side of the box.
Then thread the stem through the hole in 
the lid.



Cinch the seal tightly so the seal is flat with the lid.



Do not do this! 
The above seal 
stem was first 
through the lid 
and then the side 
of the box. 

This leaves the 
seal tab 
protruding from 
the box. 



Whenever 
you need to 
open the 
lock box cut 
the seal 
stem 



Enter the 
information 
on the Chain 
of Custody 

sheet. 



Discard the cut seal.


