
Financing the Great 
Commission 

The Economic Realities of Finishing the 
Task



Session Goals

• Celebrate what God is doing in our generation
• Explore the current state of mission finance
• Review the existing North American model for 

missions and outreach 



“Most people live their lives within an era of history. 
A select few live during a turning point in history. 

We are among this select few.”

- Dr. Thom Wolf 

Dr. Wolf is the President and Professor of Global Studies at the University Institute, New Delhi, India and an Adjunct Professor of Global Leadership 
at Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan.
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Koch, R. D. (2014). Finishing the Task: The Unreached Peoples Challenge. In Perspectives on the World Christian Movement (p. 
531). Pasadena: The William Carey Library.
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Western vs Non-Western Believers as % of Total
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Adapted from Patrick Johnson and Jason Mandryk, Operation World: 21st Century Edition (Waynesboro, GA, 2001), p. 4

Western Believers

Non-Western Believers

Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song, 
saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, for you were slain, and by your 
blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation,



State of Missions Finance






Four Stages of Movement
1 - Unreached 2 - Movement 3 - Formalization 4 - Institutional

Outside Catalyst

• Gospel 
Share

• Believers

• House 
Church

• Church Bldg

• Gifted 
Leader

• Institution

• Priesthood 
of Believer

Sweet Spot

Adapted from “4 Stages of a Movement” by Steve Smith, Neill  Mims, and Mark Steves, Mission Frontiers, Nov - Dec 2015. 

Persecution

Community Transformation

Indigenous Ownership



e3 Partners exists to make the local church accessible to every 
person, everywhere. Through relationships with indigenous 

leaders, we plant churches locally and globally using a variety of 
methods including training, short-term trips, long-term missionaries, 

local evangelism, media and more. So, whatever gifts and 
resources God has blessed you with, let’s work together to expand 

the Kingdom across the whole earth!
“The earth will be covered with the knowledge of the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea.” — Habakkuk 2:14

About e3 Partners
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