


What was ancient Egypt like? =

SET 1

The country of Egypt is mostly a hot, dry desert. Long ago, the Nile River was SLIDE 1
the only thing that made it possible for people and animals to live there. The Nile
is the longest river in the world, flowing north from deep within Africa. Every
year, from July to September, the Nile floods its banks. When the flood waters go
down, they leave behind a layer of black silt—rich mud that is ideal for farming.

=== = 1. Name three key elements of this environment.
Beyond the rich land surrounding S Explain your thinking. (main idea/supporting details)

OG- 1. The Nile used to be called “the river of life.” Why

sands of the desert. i ) .
would this be a good name for it? (making inferences)
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Mediterranean Sea

Drought

Farmers depended on the annual flooding of
the Nile. The flood brought water to irrigate the
fields and leave behind rich soil for farming.
Sometimes the flood did not come and the area
experienced a drought. Without the flood the
farmers had less land to farm and much less
food. A few times in ancient Egypt, drought
caused a famine, a time of starvation.

SLIDE 2

Lower Egypt
The land slopes downward

into Lower Egypt. Here, the
Nile divides i —

I gge gt e

The Egyptians lived on the
banks of the Nile, where
the land was fertile, or
ideal for farming.

3. What challenges did : e Upper Egypt
. . o : 4 Inthe highlands of Upper
anael?t Egy.ptlans face P e Egypt—Ilocated in the south—

in their environment? ok the Nile passes through avalley.

(scanning)

D0V 0N

Illustratign by Stephanie Pershing




>

How did ancient Egyptians use the Nile River? s
- SLIDE 1
! The fertile land around the Nile River was ideal for farming, so
¢ the people in Egypt could produce plenty of food. The country
= was stable and prosperous, or rich. Many people specialized in
Jjobs besides farming.

I o it e b e

-

Irrigation channels brought Q»ﬁ\ :

The papyrus that grew along the water was water to the fields.

{\i i \\‘ ;‘ used to make paper, sandals, mats, and boats.
ANER

3 {

| 7]
/

1. Why was ancient Egypt a “stable A\ N -
” . - . Rt Flax was grown to make linen. Most Egyptian clothes
and prosperous” society? Explain. W - vwere made from white linen, a light fabric that reflects
[ / s, h

(making inferences, Scanning) the sun and helps keep the people cool.
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SET 2

i 1 B |
S R S LS TR ) 44"" : 1“ ' Crops were measured to find out

how much tax the farmers owed.

SLIDE 2

Wheat and barley were used to make bread.
Farmers used a tool called a sickle to cut the grain.

Craftspeople, artists, and musicians created
things people needed or wanted.

priests, and army officers \ tRat the
le were safe.

country ran smoqthl

i T

Egyptians used boats to travel up
and down the Nile.

The river was teeming with wildlife,
SEELCLNL U 2. What natural resources were available to the

ancient Egyptians? (understanding visuals, scanning)
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Irrigation Along the Nile

SLIDE 3

Irrigation is the process of supplying water
to dry areas so that crops can grow. The
ancient Egyptians were among the first
people to use irrigation for farming. They
built ditches and canals that carried water
from the Nile River to the farmlands.

This painting from the New Kingdom Period shows a man using
a shadoof. A shadoof was a device used in ancient Egypt to lift
buckets of water from a canal.
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What was it like to grow up in ancient Egypt?

If you lived in angie Egpge kin ﬁc
you wo dﬁmbe deci

Wembé r wa, wﬂl epend on
“ r yo I a girl and whether
‘:tr poor.




Fathers teach young
boys how to grow crops.

1. Looking at Slides 1-2, describe
some of the differences between
poor and rich ancient Egyptians.
(comparing and contrasting)

| traticy Valeria®$o
| a4

Imagine you are born a peasant: Your mother takes care of the
house and children while your father farms. You pay part of
the crops as taxes. You do not know how to read or write. You
live in an extended family, including grandparents, or aunts
and uncles. If you are a man, you might help build pyramids or
temples during the flood season.

%ers teach young girls
homemaking skills.




Imagine you are born to wealthy parents:You live on an estate —
with courtyards, gardens, ponds, and a hall for visitors. When ﬂ
you marry, you might move into a separate house on the SET 3

estate. If you went to scribe school, you might work with a tax Ki lid
collector or keep other records or accounts in the community. 2. Looking at Slides SLIDE 3

You enjoy taking your children fishing or hunting. ooy 1-2, how were the

e lives of men and women or boys
and girls different? (comparing
and contrasting)

If you are a boy, you might go to ‘ ’ﬁ
scribe school and learn how to read,
write, and do mathematics.

hyoun |r

ow crhch as

N

'/\‘
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What happened at an Egyptian marketplace?

jobs— 3
Wer ﬁ
wer od

hat they

tlans C
tﬁ? tplace where they
f “ they needed. No one used

Most Egyptians had spec1ahzed J
specific kinds of goods or se
things they needed to
stores Where

dvgf‘(i,‘ll‘—\

1. Looking at Slides 1-3, what kinds of
jobs did the ancient Egyptians have?
(understanding visuals)

MATERJAL
.‘ .
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At the marketplace, you could find many 3

different foods—salt, barley, onions,
peas, beans, and many kinds of breads.

Fish was a staple, or
common item, at the
market place. You could buy
fish fresh, salted, or drigeg

""

A person who tried to steal or
cheat at the market could be

Cloth, leather, baskets, pots,
jewelry—all these items
were traded at the market.

|||uwfbk . arfle §
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2. How would the environment and natural resources
affect the goods that were available at the market?
(making inferences)
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SET 4

SLIDE 3

=

3. How is the way we shop today similar to and
different from the way the ancient Egyptians
shopped? (comparing and contrasting, connecting)

f

\ |
A

AY

erchants displayed
their handmade
goods on the ground.

Artists, craftspeople, and others
were usually paid for their work with
grain.They could trade the grain for
other goods they needed.
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Who was the pharaoh? \N

The pharaoh was the center of life in dlL@ :
pharaoh was respon51b - in the country—
from collectmg t ng the flooding of

the N11e et1 e, was not only
K riest; the pharaoh
@ 81de 0 . When a new pharaoh was
ap OIﬁ5 became the god Horus. Thus, the

saw themselves as being ruled by one being—
Horus—through all time.

Amenophis | was pharaoh during the early years of the New Kingdom. During
his reign he extended Egypt’s southern borders.

1. Why was the pharaoh important?
(main idea/supporting details)

Courtesy of Marcus Cyron under the GNU Free Documentation License
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SET5
The pharaoh had to rule with
authority, but also with justice,
considering the needs and
wants of the people. The
form of government was
an autocracy, in which the
leader is all powerful. For
the most part, the pharaohs
tried to be fair rulers. Viziers—
advisors or judges—and wealthy
nobles helped the pharaoh carry
out the law. In times of trouble, the

people looked to the pharaoh toh“
convince the gods toé*

N

X0

2. Y/hat were the different roles and
responsibilities of the pharaoh? (scanning)

3. How is the government of the ancient
Egyptians the same and different from 20 b 2 AU A |
the government where we live today? it | sz TS toyptianstela,or

. . . inscribed stone, shows
(comparlng and contrasting, connectlng) the family of Akhenaten.

SLIDE 2

Queen Nefertiti was the
wife of Pharaoh Akhenaten.

Left: Courtesy of Arkadiy Etumyan under the GNU Free Documentation License
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Tutankhamun
SLIDE 3
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Imagine you're the leade d where
servants tend t “mh and people
thm d you're only 9 years old!
% ened tankhamun (TOOT-
mg who ruled Egypt
to 1339 BC. Although he died at
uhg age, he is probably the best known of the
gyptian pharaohs. Why? Because the tombs of
almost all the earlier pharaohs had been robbed—
Tutankhamun’s was intact, with more than 5,000
pieces of furniture, jewelry, clothing, weapons,

and pottery. These pieces tell us what life was like
when Tutankhamun lived.

Source: Chicago Tribune, September 23, 1997.



How did ancient Egyptians write?

The ancient Egyptians kept many records

of business accounts, trades, and taxes. The
Egyptians also wanted a way to praise their
good deeds so people would always remember
them. The best way to do these things was

by writing. The Egyptians had one of the first
systems of writing in the world.
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This is a sheet of papyrus
from the Book of the Dead.
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Scribes were people who read and wrote for a SLIDE 2
living. Their training was long and difficult, usually
beginning when they were young. At first, they
practiced writing on boards, rocks, or even broken
pots, because papyrus, Egyptian paper, was very N
expensive. When they became skilled at writing, they “\e
could use brushes made of reeds and ink made ofﬁe

soot, a black powder formed in the bu"@ 004,

to write on papyrus. ?"
Cal®

1. Why did scribes practice on
boards and blocks? (scanning)

This statue from the Old Kingdom
shows a scribe at work.

Courtesy of Guillaume Blanchard under the GNU Free Documentation License
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Most children in ancient Egypt did not know how to
read and write. Most boys and girls learned a trade
or worked in the fields. Only the privileged learned
how to read and write. Because they were scarce,
scribes were in high demand.

SLIDE 3

' A scribe’s tools

2. If you lived in ancient Egypt, would you

want to be a scribe? Explain. (connecting)

Courtesy of Alensha under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license
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SLIDE 4

Hieroglyphs

The Egyptians didn’t use an alphabet like ours.
Instead, they used a system of about 800 picture
symbols called hieroglyphs. The hieroglyphs
represented sounds and could be used to spell
out words. Hieroglyphs were written in both
columns and lines. They were read from either
left to right or right to left, depending on which
way the symbols were facing. For about ,@
years the meanings of these symbo

unknown because the 1 ‘\R e anc en‘
Egyptians had los n, arou @

J ean-

1 h the same writing in three languages—
hieroglyphics, Greek, and a later Egyptian
language. This allowed scholars to decipher the
hieroglyphs and learn more about the ancient
Egyptian culture.

Rosetta stone

Courtesy of Hans Hillewaert under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5 Generic license.



What were Egyptian homes like?

SET 7

SLIDE 1

The Egyptians needed the Nile to flood, but
they also needed to keep their homes safe
from the rising waters every year. Towns and
villages were located on high ground, where
they would be safe from the floods.

A wealthy Egyptian might live on an estate

outside of town. The estate had many A
buildings, including separate quartersfor
servants and a main hall where banquets g '
could be held. You could also find gardens,

shade trees, stables, and a pool.

R T

1. Why were ancient Egyptian homes built on high ground? (scanning)

2. Why were houses built of mud and straw? (making inferences)

lllustration by Stephanie Pershing



-——

> g

SET 7

This figure, from around 2100 BC,

shows an Egyptian kneading dough. SLIDE 2

In ancient Egypt, pots were used
to store water or wine.

Left: Used under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5 Generic License
Right: Courtesy of Guillaume Blanchard under the GNU Free Documentation License



What kinds of art did the ancient Egyptians create? > 3

SET 8

Because the natural environment provided for the people’s
needs, the ancient Egyptians had time for other interests.
They created sculptures, paintings, and jewelry to use as
decorations and religious symbols. Many of these filled the
temples and tombs of the dead.

SLIDE 1

2

ent Egyptian art
as sacred animals.

_J

S

PO 1. Why did the ancient Egyptians have

of an Egyptian offering ' "~ time to create art? (scanning)
wine to the god Hemen.

2. Describe some examples of ancient
Egyptian art. (understanding visuals)

Left: Courtesy of Guillaume Blanchard GNU Free Documentation License
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SLIDE 2
Musicians were often hired

to perform at banquets or
for rich nobles.

Egyptians also create ‘Eﬁ%
em.

the scenes of li

amtings were often

o frames that showed

S i order that they

@. rkers were shown in
il, doing their jobs. Paintings

in tombs showed tools and scenes

from daily life that the dead could
take with them to the Next World.

3. What might be one reason that Egyptian
artists painted scenes from daily life, in
tombs? (making inferences)

5
A
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SLIDE 3

People in ore as much

jeﬁ@ ey ‘could rd. The rich
k jewel @ and silver.

h Poore “re Jewelry made of
g) men and women wore
Re arrings, bracelets, and anklets.
Some jewelry, such as amulets, was
designed to protect the wearer from
harm. Many Egyptians wore amulets

shaped like a scarab, or beetle, which
was believed to bring good luck.

l The Eye of Horus was one of the most common amulets of ancient Egypt.

Left: Courtesy of Ra’ike under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic license
Right: Courtesy of Marie-Lan Nguyen
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What did the ancient Egyptians

SLIDE 1

believe about life after death?

From very early times, the Egyptians believed in life after
death. They believed that after they died they would
live in the Next World, a place where they would
live forever in the presence of their gods. They
believed that in the Next World they would
enjoy a life similar to, but even more

enjoyable than, their life on Earth. Eternal
life was not guaranteed, though.

Egyptians believed that

death they w
before the &

Egyptian mummies are

i
not only of peopl e Y H
mummies.are'0f €ats : ‘ \ J

1. What did the ancient Egyptians
believe about the Next World?
(main idea/supporting details)

2. What might be a reason to
mummify a pet? (making inferences)

Left: Courtesy of Jon Bodsworth
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SLIDE 2

||' "1 j

oy mr-‘.-u_.-ww_-..- "--I' = = Ll : . "'"'-"'"-.-""'_u FW -'-..1..-* crossing the River.o
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e ---..-ll‘-..- ‘-...-' -.,,-'—.'-r'l'-..---.— '-u-r"-..r-._.i---'-_p-l : _...-lr ek __..Iq-‘-" / ‘ and Anubls Welghed the
Gf hea ainst a feather. If the heart
1 more than the feather, that

i m eant the heart was made heavy by
wrongdoing—the person would be
destroyed by a monster. If the scale

balanced, the deceased could go to
the Next World.

P o INET a0 1l |1 l-l-l-.-‘l"_.-"l'l-'-l L 0N

In this scene, Anubis, god of the
dead, prepares a body for the
journey to the Next World. After
a body was mummified, it was
often placed in a sarcophagus,
or elaborate coffin.
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Courtesy of G. Elliot Smith
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SLIDE 3

Egyptians believed that they needed their

bodies to live in the Next World. That’s

why the dead were mummified. At first,

only the rich and royal were mummified.

Later, all bodies were mummified to some
degree. The more money someone had,

the more complicated the process would

be. The first step in mummification was p
the removal of most of the internalgofga w
These were preserved 1
in the tomb The

to b gods. Th
he bﬂ(:} ered for
ays in a speciabsalt called natron,

treated with special ointments, and,
finally, wrapped in long strips of linen.
The whole process took about 70 days.

3. How were the dead
mummified? (scanning)



Why did the ancient Egyptians build pyramids? =

SET 10

Egyptians were buried with the objects that
they would need for life in the Next World,
including their clothes, furniture, jewelry—even
statues of servants to help them in the next life.
The tombs of the Pharaohs were elaborate and
filled with riches.

SLIDE 1

T {4 When finishing stones were

llllll oa g ﬂi e they
) ieraearved from a solid

piece of stone.

|t took thousands of people to
build a pyramid. The hard work
may have been done by prisoners,
slaves, farmers who could not
work in their fields during the
flood season, or special laborers
hired by the Pharaoh.

il Pharaoh’s burial chamber

Stones were cut in a quary, or
an open pit.Then they were
smoothed, finished, and moved
to the pyramid.

Some workers may have lived
in a small village nearby.

Ay U

false burial chamber

This is a cross section of the Great Pyramid. It is the largest

pyramid ever built, and it took at least 20 years to complete.
The design of the pyramids show that the ancient Egyptians
knew much about geometry, architecture, and even astronomy.

- 1. What was inside the pyramids? (scanning, understanding visuals)

lllustration by Stephanie Pershing
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The first pyramid was built in about 2600 BC for King Djoser. S
He wanted his tomb to be higher and more visible than SLIDE 2
those of the previous pharaohs. The builders added layer
after layer until it looked like a pyramid. Later pyramids had

- e x-\e\N‘=

finishing stones added to make the sides smooth.

.........

2. How were the pyramids built?
(understanding visuals)

3. What was the significance of the
shape of the pyramids? (scanning)

Courtesy of Michael Hoefner under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5 Generic license
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SLIDE 3

Eventually, the pharaohs stopped
building pyramids, but they continued
to build luxurious tombs for
themselves and temples for the gods.
These monuments have kept the
pharaohs’ names alive through history.

Left: Used under the GNU Free Documentation License
Right: Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license



What is Egypt like today?

Like the people of ancient Egypt, the people of modern Egypt still
depend on the Nile River. Even today, only 4% of the country’s
population lives away from the river. Much about the country,
however, has changed since ancient times.

—
> g
SET 11

SLIDE 1

The modern city of Cairo
is along the Nile River.
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Like the marketplace of SLIDE 2
ancient times, today’s
Egyptian marketplace is
usually held in an open street.

1. How is life in Egypt today

different than it was for

the ancient Egyptians?

How is it similar?

(comparing and contrasting) Today, most Egyptians attend
school until at least age 11. More

than half of all Egyptians can
read and write.

A —




>

SET 11

SLIDE 3

Egyptologists

For a long time, little was known about how
ancient Egyptians lived. Their langua ‘E
and their buildings were burigdun sand.
But the artifacts an at archeologlcal
sites help us ey lived. Today, people
ulture from the past.

T

2. What do you think we might learn
by studying the ancient Egyptians?
(making inferences, connecting)
S M , & 3. What Egyptian symbols and
Ap excavation on th.e southern edge of / Lo N styles can you find in the art and
Djoser’sstep pyrarmid RNar= G\ \ architecture in your life? (connecting)

Used under the GNU Free Documentation License





