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To help reduce pests
this winter, store dog
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containers.
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During the busy holiday season, food becomes
abundant as we celebrate with friends and family.
Avoid attracting rodents and other pests by storing
foods in sealable containers. For dog food and
other dried goods, use plastic or metal bins that seal
tightly to prevent pests from chewing through bags
or cardboard containers. Simple sanitation practices
continued on page 2

Three Tips for Winterizing Your Home
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1. Eliminate resources

Pests mainly come indoors looking for suitable
shelter, moisture, and food. Check leaky drains
and pipes, both indoors and outdoors, to eliminate
moisture sources for insects. Also check the drain
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3. Keep firewood outdoors

Nothing makes a cold, snowy day better than a warm
fire in the fireplace. However, firewood provides great shelter
for a multitude of insects, including wood boring beetles and
cockroaches. Firewood should be kept outdoors to prevent
bringing pests indoors.
Pests inside of firewood warm up when brought inside and
then become active inside of your home. Only bring firewood
inside your home if you are going to use it soon. If you can’t
use all the firewood in one day but won’t be storing it for long,
you can keep the wood in a cool garage or on cold concrete
elsewhere to prevent insects from warming up and emerging
out of the wood. For longer periods of storage, do not store your
firewood against your home or beside a building, because this
can cause long term problems with ants and termites. Be sure to
use the oldest firewood first. The older the firewood is, the more
likely it is infested with insects.
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Common Myths About Pests in Winter
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Pests do not
survive the
winter

Pest management
services are not
needed in the winter
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ndoor heating is essential to many of us, especially for
people who live in areas that receive heaps of snow
and the occasional ice storm. Unfortunately, those
lovely conditions we create indoors are also extremely
inviting to outdoor pests looking to escape the winter
wonderland as well. Insects are cunning creatures that
have adapted multiple ways to survive cold winter
months.
Most insect populations will dwindle and be
very low during winter months. To survive, insects
will overwinter in various stages, many as eggs, until
temperatures begin to rise again — signaling that it’s
time to wake up and emerge from their eggshell. Some
insects will also undergo something called diapause,
essentially hibernation, initiated when daylight hours
get shorter and temperatures begin to drop. An insect in
diapause uses only a fraction of their normal energy and
survives on stored body fat during the entirety of winter.
Another amazing feat of insects is their ability to survive
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freezing temperatures by producing glycerol in their bodies.
The production of glycerol in insects is akin to antifreeze
in a car, thus allowing insects the ability to supercool and
survive extreme winter conditions.
One way insects overwinter is by hiding in tree holes,
under bark and leaves, or even below the soil surface to
avoid cool temperatures until the weather becomes more
favorable. When these sites are not available, many insects
turn to the inside of our homes for protection, where there
are multiple cracks and holes for an insect to survive the
cooler months.
Fortunately, there are ways to help keep pests at bay
during the frigid winter months. Even if you begin preparing
your home early in the fall to prevent sneaky pests, insects
are incredibly small and resourceful in their ability to enter
homes. Call us when the inevitable pest does enter your
Store firewood
home to identify the intruder and help prevent any further
away from
pests from spending the winter in your home.

your home
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Rodents

Rodents begin to move
indoors as temperatures
get colder to find warmth.
Rodents, such as rats and
mice, are capable of entering
through the tiniest of holes.
Mice, for instance, have
been known to be able to
move through a hole the size
of a dime. Rodents are also
infamous for their sharp teeth
that can chew through walls,
insulation, and electrical
wires. Damaged electrical
wires are hazardous and a
fire risk within homes. Check
your home for signs of rodent
droppings, gnaw marks,
scurrying noises behind
walls, and an accumulation of
shredded paper hidden in dark
corners, indicating a nesting
site. If you do find rodent
signs, the best approach is to
call us to make sure rodents
are quickly removed to ensure
the safety and health of your
family.
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