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The Adventures 
of Nature Nate

A nature-based lesson on storytelling 
for preschool and elementary ages

This lesson is fun to do outside!
Supplies needed:
• Scissors
• Glue
• Three pieces of cardstock
• Pocket Naturalist Guide: Pond Life by James Kavanagh
• Nine popsicle sticks
• Optional: notebook paper for students to write their 

stories (can also discuss out loud)
• Optional: small sticks, vines, and rocks found outside 

(or let the students go find this themselves during the lesson!)
• Nature Nate’s Honey Packets
• Bowl
• Dirt
• Water

Objective:
• Learn the elements of storytelling
• Activate creativity
• Learn to be resourceful with things found in nature
• Engage in creative problem solving
• Identify different species of birds, fish, and insects
• Learn new vocabulary
• Identify elements commonly found in nature
• Learn geography and understand physical 

map reading
• Understand how water can affect things 

found in nature
• Matching
• Sensory activity: taste honey
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telling a story

Words 
to Learn

• Physical map
• Character
• Setting
• Event
• Personality

• Description
• Tri-fold
• Honey
• Bait
• Insects

The elements of a story:
Events  

What happens to the characters 
in the setting?

Characters 
Names, personality, 

description

Settings  
Place, description 
of surroundings
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Build your Character
Cut them out and glue a popsicle stick onto each one on the back. 

This will allow you to hold them.

Nature Nate 
Leads the gang 
into adventures

Jokester Jeff
Is always telling jokes

Ranger Rachel 
Loves numbers and facts



Glue entire setting sheets to sturdy cardstock.
Cut each piece out and glue the three pieces 

together, creating a tri-fold story setting.
Cut slits into the bottom of your tri-fold 

storyboard on the dotted lines. 
Slide six popsicles sticks into the slits 

to make your setting stand up.

Build the setting



GLUE HERE

GLUE HERE
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Example
Where in the world are they? 

Look on a physical map for green 
forest area and decide where they are!
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The Adventures 
of Nature Nate

Let’s read the story, and as we go, help us build the event!

Now you tell the rest of the events in the story. What happens?

Nature Nate led Ranger Rachel and 
Jokester Jeff out the front door and 
through the yard. He said, “Let’s go to 
the forest!” 

And Ranger Rachel said, “Did you know 
that there are more than 10,000 kinds of 
birds in the world?” 

And Jokester Jeff said, “What did the 
eagle say when he was cold? Biiiiiiiird.” 
Jokester Jeff was always making jokes. 

Nature Nate grabbed his binoculars and 
put them around his neck. 

then he passed the binoculars over to 
Ranger Rachel. “How many birds do you 
see?” he asked.

Cut out the binoculars. What are they used for? 

Cut the birds out and glue them into the setting.
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Color the insects, cut them out, and glue them 
where they might live in the forest.

Now you tell the rest of the events in the story. 
What happens?

Inspecting Insects
Nature Nate said, “Let’s look for some bugs!” 

And Ranger Rachel said, “Did you know that 
caterpillars have twelve eyes?” 

And Jokester Jeff said, “Why was the ant so 
confused? Because all his uncles were ants!” 
Jokester Jeff was always making jokes. 
Jokester Jeff pulled a magnifying glass out 
of his pocket and looked closely at the bug 
near him. 

Then he passed the magnifying glass to Nature 
Nate who spotted a honey bee, his favorite kind 
of insect. “Look! This honey bee landed on my 
finger!” he said. 

And Ranger Rachel said, “Did you know that it 
takes about twelve honey bees to make just 
one teaspoon of honey?” 

And Jokester Jeff said, “Wow! You must bee 
pollen my leg!” Jokester Jeff was always 
making jokes.

Have you ever tasted honey? Try it now and thank a honey bee!
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Can you find things found in nature to make a 
fishing pole for your characters with? 

Check these things off your list as you find them. 

       Something that looks like a pole   
       Something that looks like a string or fishing line
       Something that will help your line sink in water
       Bait (or cut your bait out from the sheet and  
       stick onto your line)

Did you know that the bottom of a pond is mud? 
Many plants, animals, and insects live underwater 
in ponds. Grab a bowl, fill it with dirt, and then 
pour water into the dirt. This mud is just like the 
mud at the bottom of a pond.

What lives in the pond? Use your naturalist 
guide. Cut them out and glue them in or around 
the water.

Going Fishing
Nature Nate wanted to go fishing. “Let’s 
build fishing poles and try to catch 
something in the pond,” he said. 

And Ranger Rachel said, “Did you know 
that the smallest fish in the world is 
less than one third of an inch?” 

And Jokester Jeff said, “Why did the 
fish blush? Because it saw the pond’s 
bottom.” Jokester Jeff was always 
making jokes.

Nature Nate tossed his line into the pond.

Tell us the rest of the events of the story. 
What happened next? How does the story end? 

What other stories can you make up about Nature Nate and his crew?


