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Why do the arts matter?

Every teacher should have an 

answer to this question.

Do you?
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Please share your response in the 
question panel!  The arts matter because…
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Encourage Creativity: Teach the Arts
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What is arts-integration?
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Teachers are “brain-changers.”
David A. Sousa author/educator
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https://youtu.be/-nD0lO4nZFs
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The Arts
• Music

• Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Printmaking

• Dance

• Performance Arts – Theater/Drama

• Film

• Digital Art

• Crafts

• Creative writing

• Applied Art
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Arts-Integration is 
Teacher-Driven
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Big Arts Idea:  
Teacher satisfaction & engagement

According to a study done by Ingersoll, Merrill, & May 2012, 
integrating arts-related activities can:

• Liven up the curriculum content

• Make the lesson more successful and interesting to both 
teachers and students

• Introduce much-needed creative thinking into 
the teaching-learning process
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Why teach the arts?
Skills developed through the arts include:

• Creativity
• Problem-solving
• Critical thinking
• Communications
• Self-direction
• Initiative
• Collaboration

All these skills align with 21st Century Skills

-From STEM to STEAM: Using Brain-Compatible Strategies to Integrate the Arts, pg. 15
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Collaboration is key –
for both students AND teachers

• Classroom teacher teams with arts specialist 
teacher or other staff member

• Credentialed teachers engage a teaching 
artist or an arts residency

• Partners plan how to meet goals for a lesson 
or unit
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Creativity expert & educator
Ken Robinson
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Creativity: a definition
• Creativity involves divergent thinking, insight, and a product.

• Creativity must produce something that has value and is accepted in the domain of 
knowledge that it affects. 

• Creativity has a purpose: to solve a problem or produce a product. It often comes from 
connecting old ideas that seem to have no relation to one another in a new way.
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Reflect:
What’s one subject or content you teach 

that could use some arts-integration now?
Let’s start brainstorming arts-integration 

ideas which have inspired us!
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Crafts – Decorative Arts
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Music – Vocal and Instrumental
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Apps to Consider for Podcasting
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Creative Writing - Poetry

www.LearnersEdgeInc.com



Douglas Florian, poet and illustrator
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Content poems –
inspired by Douglas Florian
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Science Verse & Math Curse
poetry by Scieszka and Smith
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Sample Craigslist Ads
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Film
Video & Photography
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Film
Video & Photography
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• Recreating old photographs or writing a story around a photograph



iMovies – persuasive writing to PSAs
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Dance, Drama, Movement
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Dance, Drama, Movement
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Great for kinesthetic learners!



Fine Arts: 
Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Printmaking
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AVID – one-pagers
(Advancement Via Individual Determination)
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What is one way you can infuse art into 
your classroom tomorrow?

Arts-Integration one step at a time:
1. Start with one form of art

2. Focus on lesson objectives or learning targets 

3. Allow art options for action and 
expression of learning

4. Collaborate with colleagues
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Questions & Answers
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Thank you for joining in this 
inspiration conversation!

“The most beautiful experience we can have is the mysterious –
the fundamental emotion which stands at the cradle of true art and true science.”

- Albert Einstein
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Resources:
• Leading a Culture of Innovation – great graphic by Sir Ken Robinson

https://www.google.com/search?q=sir+ken+robinson+photos&espv=2&biw=1366&bih=589&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&
ved=0ahUKEwjdk8S4svvPAhXL7SYKHdsxACEQ7AkINg#imgrc=BgDS2XXoQFngaM%3A

• Chicago Guide for Teaching & Learning in the Arts:

http://chicagoguide.cpsarts.org/pdf/teachingresources.pdf

• Research Reports link from Americans for the Arts

http://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-data/research-studies-publications/americans-for-the-arts-
publications/research-reports#education

• Edutopia list for Poetry Apps

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/9-mobile-apps-for-poetry-monica-
burns?utm_content=bufferbd31c&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer

• AVID one-pager format

http://www.avidweekly.org/assets/pdf/elementary_teacher_resource_new/7_One_Pager.pdf

• Edutopia, Arts Integration: Resource Round-up

https://www.edutopia.org/arts-integration-resources
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More Resources

• Arts Edge – Kennedy Center, online lessons for all arts and grade levels

https://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators

• Online Closet – excellent online resources for all arts

https://educationcloset.com/arts-integration-lessons/

• NEA website – all types of arts-integrated lesson plans

http://www.nea.org/tools/BrowseAllLessons.html

• Arts Integration instructional templates

https://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/stw/edutopia-stw-bates-artsintegration-template-
organizers.pdf
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Resources - Books:

Books

• Sousa, David and Pilecki, Tom (2013). From STEM to STEAM: Using Brain-
Compatible Strategies to Integrate the Arts, Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin.

• Robinson, K. (2015). Creative Schools: The Grassroots Revolution That’s 
Transforming Education. New York, NY: Penguin.

• Cornett, C. (2014). Creating Meaning Through Literature and the Arts: Arts 
Integration for Classroom Teachers, 5th Edition. New York, NY: Pearson.
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Video Inspiration

• Teachers as Brain-Changers – David Sousa

https://youtu.be/-nD0lO4nZFs

• Arts Speaks – images and voices share the power of the arts

https://youtu.be/wBymeUm52pU

• Do Schools Kill Creativity – Ken Robinson

https://youtu.be/iG9CE55wbtY

• Why Art Matters – ORCA (Ocean Research & Conservation Association)

https://youtu.be/Kekb9uE604k
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More Video Inspiration

• Jason Silva – “Awe”

https://youtu.be/8QyVZrV3d3o

• Encourage Creativity: Teach the Arts 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-eRAxCXX3w
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