
WE ARE SPECIAL
A conversation about special education:
Then, now, and our hopes for the future.



TODAY’S PRESENTERS
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Susanne Leslie, Moderator Keely Swartzer, Panelist Jill Rockwell, Panelist



Panelist: 
Keely Swartzer 
Role: Special Education Teacher (Emotional Behavior 
Disorders and Cross Categorical) and then Special 
Education Coordinator in the Delano, Minnesota District

Responsibilities: As a teacher, I taught elementary aged 
students with disabilities, completed “due process” 
paperwork, and many other things. As a coordinator, I 
supervised staff and provided oversight of all special 
education services in the district.

Taught: 11 years, worked in administration for 9 years. 

Top Tip: Take care of yourself and build relationships 
with students, parents and colleagues. 
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Panelist: 
Jill Rockwell
Role: Former Special Education Resource Teacher

Responsibilities: Worked with students diagnosed with LD, EBD, ASD, and 
ADHD who were mainstreamed with general education peers. Provided 
behavioral supports; facilitated social skills groups; team taught with 
general education teachers; IEPs; administered assessments for SPED 
eligibility; managed a team of para-professionals… (I’m sure I’m forgetting 
many other tasks!)

Taught: 13 years in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and California.

Top Tip: Document, document, document
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Then & Now 
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What was special education like when you 
first started teaching?

In what ways have you seen special 
education evolve?



http://www.visualistan.com/2013/12/Trends-In-Special-Education-From-Then-To-Now-infographic.html



http://www.visualistan.com/2013/12/Trends-In-Special-Education-From-Then-To-Now-infographic.html



• How can educators avoid 
burn-out? 

• What are some strategies 
that help educators be 
resilient?
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Forget Burn-Out, 
Let’s Talk Resilience!
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Intervention & Assessment
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• How and why is early intervention important? 

• What is RTI and how does it work?

• As a general educator, what should I do if I think a student would 
benefit from a special education assessment?

• Please provide an example of an accommodation or modification 
that can be made for a student with special needs. 





Students with Special Needs and Bullying
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Statistics from the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) state over 

half of students with special needs 
are bullied. What strategies can 

you recommend for helping 
educators deal with bullying?





• Please explain the difference between an IEP and a 504.
• 1960’s—FAPE=Free Appropriate Public Education
• 1975—EHA=Education for All Handicapped Children Act and 

IDEA=Individuals with Disabilities Act-which required every 
child in special education to have an IEP

• 1990—ADA=Americans with Disabilities Act
• 2008—ADA updated 
• Why is it crucial for teachers to document, document, 

document?
• Why is parental involvement beneficial in IEP meetings?
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IEP’s & 504s, 
(and…FAPE, EHA, IDEA, ADA)







• Temple Grandin—diagnosed with autism at a young age.

• Earned her PhD in animal sciences and is a well known 
advocate for strengths based learning in special education.

• TED Talk featuring Temple Grandin speaking about autism.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aF4sP-uC-yI

• What are your thoughts about strengths based teaching and 
learning in special education? 
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Strengths Based 
Learning
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• Technology has made a remarkable 
impact on teaching and learning. Talk 
about the effects of technology on 
special education.
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Assistive Technology
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Examples of Assistive Technology
• Highlighters

• Color-Coded Files

• Books on Tape

• Pencil Grips

• Colored Overlays

• Raised-Line Paper

• Magnifiers

• Tactile letters

• Sticky Notes

• Software or apps that can read text 
aloud

• Speech Recognition

• Speech Recognition that can turn oral 
text into written language

• Talking calculators that assist students 
with math difficulties

• Software that predicts and edits 
words

• iPads
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• How do special educators ensure parents 
understand the needs of their children and how 
can educators encourage parents to be part of the 
team?

• What is one thing you would like all parents to 
know about special education? 

• What is one thing you would like all educators to 
know about special education?
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Helping Parents,
Helping Educators



• Describe your “dream” learning 
environment for students with 
special needs.

• Share one hope you have for the 
future of special education.
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Hope for the Future
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Learners Edge Resources
• Special Populations Courses: 

http://courses.learnersedgeinc.com/courses/dl/special-populations

• Blog Posts relating to Special Populations of Students

http://www.learnersedgeinc.com/blog/topic/special-populations

• *Free* Online Edge Express Workshop:

Workshop 430: Accommodations, Modifications and YOU!

This engaging, online workshop will help the participant understand accommodations including 
definitions and legalities.  Additionally, the participant will grasp how to fulfill their role and 
responsibilities related to accommodations for students with disabilities.  Educators will learn 
about implementation strategies, tools and resources to assist them in ensuring access to grade 
level content standards through accommodations.
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QUESTIONS?
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Keely.Swartzer@LearnersEdgeInc.com



THANK 
YOU FOR 
JOINING 

US!
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