





58 | Shipping your 911

regardless of age. Therefore, if you're going to live
abroad for work it might be well worth your while
buying a newer Porsche and bringing it back with
you. Vehicles imported must, of course, be fit
for use on roads to the required standard of the
receiving country, with Euro-bound cars requiring
a European Certificate of Conformity if the car
is right-hand-drive, or a European Certificate of
Mutual Recognition if it is left-hand-drive, or an
Individual Vehicle Approval if your car has no EU
approval. An MOT will
also be required in the UK
when the car arrives.

Still tempted? It might
sound confusing, but
it’s actually fairly
simple and certainly not
impossible to arrange
yourself. Mike Hilton
1s one such person who
enjoys the entire process.
It started out as a hobby, with Hilton buying a
few Porsches, but now Hilton buys cars to bring
over for sale at classclassiccars.com. The cars
are predominantly US-derived but the occasional
Porsche can be found there. Hilton says it’s crucial
to go and visit the car and take pictures of its
condition for insurance purposes before shipping.
“Many of the cars I've shipped I've actually driven
to the port,” says Hilton.

And what about shipping to and from other
continents? Andrew Mearns, owner of UK-based
Porsche specialists Gmund Cars, travels globally

sourcing Porsches for his business. He’s recently
brought back a 993 RS from South Africa, a car

he shipped out there in the first place. Therefore,
there’s currently a nice Rennsport on the seas
between Australia and the UK, a journey that
will take 53 days and cost Mearns around £3,000.
He admits that the process elsewhere isn’'t quite
as simple as it can be between the US and UK:
“While it’s usually pretty straightforward, all
countries have different rules and regulations and
they can often change on a whim,” says Mearns.
“Should there be anything remiss with the

“A 9111s currently stuck in customs

thanks to someone simply putting 222’ :u e ityour

on the paperwork for the VIN rather
than the correct ‘277"

paperwork, customs immediately think there’s
something fraudulent going on,” adds Mearns,
who’s suffering a long delay with a 911 which is
currently stuck in customs thanks to someone
simply putting ‘222’ on the paperwork for the VIN
rather than the correct ZZ7’.

Mearns also warns about insurance. While
most shipping companies offer a one-stop shop
insurance for cars in their care, if you're doing
it yourself you need to check, and re-check the
details. For a recent import Mearns required four
different policies, as normal insurance didn’t
cover transit over water, needing special policies
to cover transit, handling and sea. For higher

value cars, some policies stipulate trackers being
fitted to the container, as they can get lost in
ports, or, in the worst case scenario, even fall
off ships at sea.

Preparing your car for shipping is essential.
Again, it’s all fairly straightforward stuff, but
worth noting. The car should have no more than
a quarter of a tank of fuel says Walker - and
preferably less — while it’s wise to make sure
there’s plenty of anti-freeze (obviously not a
problem with air-cooled
cars), particularly if you're
shipping in winter. Hilton
says to remember to bring

picking it up yourself, too,
even if you've isolated the
battery in transit.

So, what 1s the
best advice? Do your
research and, as all our
professionals here state, don’t just pick your
shipper on price. Choose the shipping company
that best represents what you need. There’s plenty
of choice and plenty of space on the ships - which
keeps prices sensible. We've deliberately kept the
specific pricing details to a minimum here, as it
is different for every car, but there are plenty of
online calculators that will give you a good idea.
Speaking directly to the shipping companies is
bes, as they’ll be able to give you a direct quote
for your specific needs. Temptation is a dangerous
thing, and now there’s no excuse not to succumb
to it. All of a sudden, that classic in California
doesn’t seem so far away at all... SHill




