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GY P S UM
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QUA R T Z

4 QUA R T Z S i O 2 1 0 0

TO PA Z
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CORUNDUM

2 CORUNDUM A l 2O 3
4 0 0

D I AMOND

1 D I AMOND C 1 6 0 0
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M O H S  S C A L E
G E M  A N D  M I N E R A L  H A R D N E S S

A B S O L U T E  H A R D N E S S

W W W . F A I R F A X A N D R O B E R T S . C O M . A U

C H E M I C A L  F O R M U L AM I N E R A L

1 3 75 9

2 64 8 10
Light to dark green, 
brown, white, grey. 
Is the softest known 

mineral and can 
easily be crushed 

into a powder form.

Colourless white; 
shades of grey, 
yellow, green, 

red, purple, blue, 
brown, black. Can 

be scratched with a 
fingernail.

Colourless, purple, 
yellow to amber, 

pink, brown, grey or 
black, white, red-

dish-brown. Can be 
scratched by quartz.

Green, grey-green, 
white, brown, yellow, 
bluish, reddish. Can 
be scratched by a 

steel knife.

Blue, yellow, pink, 
purple, green, 

pinkish-orange, 
red, brownish red. 
Can cut all other 

gemstones besides a 
diamond.

Colourless to white, 
sometimes shades 
of yellow, grey, red 
and brown. Can be 

scratched with a 
fingernail.

Yellow, green, blue, 
purple, pink, red, 
black, colourless. 

Can be scratched by 
a nail.

Colourless, pale 
yellow, pale blue, 
greenish, pink. It 

can be scratched by 
another topaz.

Off-white, yellow, 
pink, red, orange, 

brown, blue, grey to 
smoky black. Can be 
scratched by a knife.

Colourless, yellowish, 
brown and black. 

Pink, vivid pink, red, 
blue, green and 

purple are extremely 
rare.
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