
Corals come in 
a wide array of 
shapes, sizes, 
and colors.

If you fi nd a piece 
of coral on the 
beach, you can 
see its hard shell, 
which is actually 
an animal called 
a polyp.

Coral reefs grow very slowly, 
at an average rate of just two 
centimeters per year.

Scientists have 
discovered 
that many parts 
of a coral reef can 
be harvested to 
make medications.

Although many corals may look like 
plants, they’re actually animals.

Coral reefs only grow at a maximum 
depth of around 150 feet. 

There are three different types of 
coral reef formations—barrier reefs, 
coral atolls, and fringing reefs.

Coral reefs seem to grow best 
where there are stronger 
currents and wave patterns. 

Coral reefs are among the 
most biodiverse ecosystems 
on the planet.

Australia’s 
Great Barrier 
Reef is the 
largest reef 
system in the 
world, and can 
be seen from 
outer space. 

Stretching 
over 550 miles 
from Cancun to 
Honduras, the 
Mesoamerican 
Barrier Reef 
is the world’s 
second largest 
coral reef system.

Located in the Philippines, Tubbataha 
Reefs Natural Park was declared a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1993 
due to its pristine coral reef system.

Located 
between the 
Sahara and 
Arabian deserts, 
the Red Sea 
Coral Reef is 
noteworthy 
for its ability 
to withstand 
extreme 
temperature 
changes.

The Belize Barrier Reef, which was 
named a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in 1996, stretches 190 miles 
along the country’s coastline.

Coral reef 
systems are 
naturally 
colorful 
because of 
the algae 
that is 
present.

Coral reefs help to improve the 
quality of the surrounding water. 

Coral reefs 
help stabilize 
the sea bed, 
helping 
seagrass, 
seaweed, 
and other 
marine plants 
to survive.

21 FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT

The algae that grows on and 
around a coral reef isn’t a 
plant, but a living creature.

Exploring the underwater world of coral reefs is an extraordinary 
experience. Snorkeling or scuba diving in places like Australia, the Galápagos Islands, 

and Polynesia is a must for anyone’s travel bucket list. Here are 21 fascinating facts 
about coral reefs that you might not know, from general information and the benefi ts of 

coral reef systems, to the world’s most impressive sites that are simply must-sees.
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Recent studies suggest the planet 
has lost approximately half of its 
coral reefs in the last 30 years.

Marine scientists from The Nature 
Conservancy, 50 Reefs, and other 
NGOs are working diligently to fi ght 
climate change. 

If you see coral 
that appears 
white—a process 
known as coral 
bleaching—
it was likely 
the result of 
warm water 
temperatures 
caused by 
climate change. 
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TO LEARN MORE, VISIT WWW.ZEGRAHM.COM/CORAL-REEFS




