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The use of non-voice data applications has grown significantly over the last 
year The % of cell phone owners who use their phones to of the following: 

African-Americans and Latinos lead whites in their use of mobile data applications 

Take a picture 

Send or receive text massages 

Play a game 

Send or receive email 

Access the internet 

Play music 

Send or receive instant messages 

Record a video 

April 2009 May 2010 

Source: Pew Research Center’s Internet & American Life Project, april 29 May 30, 2010 Trackign Survey. N=2,252 adults 18 and older; n=1,917 based on cell phone users * = statistically sig nificant difference compared with whites 

April 2009 May 2010 All 
adults 

White, non-
Hispanic 

Black, non-
Hispanic 

Hispanic (English-
speaking) 

Own a cell phone 82% 80% 87% 87% 

% of cell owners within each group who do the following on their phones 

Take a picture 76 75 76 83* 

Send/receive text messages 72 68 79* 83* 

Access the internet 38 33 46* 51* 

Send/receive email 34 30 41* 47* 

Play a game 34 29 51* 46* 

Record a video 34 29 48* 45* 

Play music 33 26 52* 49* 

Send/receive instant messages 30 23 44* 49* 

Use a social networking site 23 19 33* 36* 

Watch a video 20 15 27* 33* 

Post a photo or video online 15 13 20* 25* 

Purchase a product 11 10 13 18 

Use a status update service 10 8 13 15 

Mean number of cell activities 4.3 3.8 5.4 5.8 
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