The Resource of Water
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Water Conservation

W

ater conservation at PSL is the subject of much
discussion when new buildings are designed and
constructed. Toilets with reduced gallons per flush, water
saving shower heads, water efficient appliances, and other
design elements have become the new standard for all
PSL construction. Similar efforts are applied in kitchens,
laundries, and other more commercial applications within
the PSL system.
A more difficult proposition is how
to reduce water consumption in
buildings that have appliances and
systems that have been in use for
some time. In order to get a handle
on this issue, we have begun to
measure water use at all PSL locations
to establish benchmarks and focus on
areas where the greatest improvement
can be achieved. Initial records are
being examined to make sure that
the baseline data is accurate and that
comparisons between facilities take into
account any unusual event that may
provide an inaccurate picture.

targets for improvement have not been established, some
PSL locations have already realized significant improvements.
For Example, at Windy Hill Village in Philipsburg, water
usage has declined from 86 gallons per day to 79 gallons
per day, resulting in a reduction of 273,750 gallons per year.
Changes that have been implemented to achieve this result
include changing to a water cooled ice maker with remote air
control, installation of motion faucets, and
the change to lower flow flush valves. Since
2008, Ware Presbyterian Village has been
working on reducing water consumption
throughout the campus. As of the end of
2011, their efforts have saved an average
of 3.8 million gallons of water per year
compared to the 2008 rate, and they believe
that additional savings can be achieved.
We anticipate that with a focused effort,
other PSL locations can achieve a similar
improvement in performance. As with almost
every stewardship activity, the key to future
improvement in water consumption will be a
commitment to water conservation by every
resident and staff member. Please join the
stewardship team and help in this effort!

The preliminary measurement of the use of
water has revealed that the use of water can vary between 60
and 100 gallons per resident per day. While specific

– Rodney L. Fenstermacher,
Corporate Director of Construction &
Environmental Services

Water Facts
It takes three liters of water to make
every one-liter bottle of water.
(And that’s before they put the water in)

THE AVERAGE AMERICAN HOUSEHOLD USES

350 GALLONS

OF WATER A DAY
Source: http://www.wholeliving.com
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It takes 1,857 gallons
of water to produce a
single pound of beef.

884 million people
lack access to
clean water
(THAT’S NEARLY THREE TIMES
THE U.S. POPULATION).
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