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States with Upcoming Marijuana Business 
Licensing Opportunities in 2019 

 

 
 
The Marijuana Industry is being referred to as the “fastest growing industry” in the United 
States. According to Marijuana Business Daily’s FactBook, annual retail marijuana sales in the 
United States are projected to top $17 billion by 2021.  
 
Claim your share in the budding industry –  In order to legally establish your marijuana 
business, you’ll first need to acquire a marijuana business license through an open application 
process in a state of your interest. Read on to learn where the next marijuana business licensing 
opportunities are located.  

 

https://mjbizdaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Factbook2017ExecutiveSummary.pdf


 

DispensaryPermits.com | Facebook.com/DispensaryPermitscom 
IG: @MedicalMarijuanaConsulting | Twitter.com/DispensaryPrmts | Info@DispensaryPermits.com 

 
States with Medical Marijuana Business Opportunities 

CLICK ON EACH STATE NAME FOR ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION 

 
Open Application Processes: 
APPLICATION PROCESSES FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA BUSINESS LICENSES CURRENTLY OPEN TO 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC WITH NO DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION.  

Michigan – The Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) is currently 
accepting applications for medical marijuana business licenses with no 
established deadline for application submission. Applicants must first obtain city 
approval prior to applying to the state. For more information on how to apply, 
download our Michigan State Application Guide.  
 
Montana – The Department of Health is currently accepting applications for 
medical marijuana providers, infused product providers, and dispensaries with no 
established deadline for application submission.  
 
Oklahoma – On June 26, 2018, Oklahoma residents voted in favor of Question 
788, legalizing a state-regulated medical marijuana program. The state made 
applications for medical marijuana business licenses available on August 25, 2018, 
with no established deadline for submission. Take our Oklahoma Marijuana 
Business Crash Course to learn how to successfully establish a marijuana business 
in Oklahoma.  
 
Georgia – In April 2019, House Bill 324 was signed into law by Gov. Brian Kemp to 
provide patients safe, legal access to the low-THC oil through a dispensing system 
of licensed marijuana producers. Interested private companies will be able to 
apply for production license. Read our blog to learn more.  
 
Potential Upcoming Application Processes: 
DUE TO NEW LEGISLATION, EXPANSION EFFORTS, OR STATE REGULATIONS, WE ANTICIPATE 
APPLICATION PROCESSES TO OPEN IN THE FOLLOWING STATES. 

https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-michigan/
https://dispensarytemplates.com/products/michigan-medical-marihuana-state-application-guide
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-montana/
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-oklahoma/
https://dispensarytemplates.com/products/oklahoma-marijuana-business-crash-course
https://dispensarytemplates.com/products/oklahoma-marijuana-business-crash-course
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-georgia/
https://news.dispensarypermits.com/georgia-legislature-approves-production-and-sale-of-medical-marijuana
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Missouri – On November 6, 2018, Missouri residents voted in favor of the 
Missouri Right to Access Medical Marijuana initiative, legalizing a medical 
marijuana program for the state. The new program allows for the licensing of 
medical marijuana businesses through a competitive application process 
anticipated to open by August 3, 2019. 
 
New Jersey – New Jersey's medical marijuana program will expand patient access 
and business opportunities through an executive order by Governor Phil Murphy 
and a new bill, the Jake Honig Compassionate Use Medical Marijuana Act. The act 
calls for the licensing of 11 cultivation facilities within the first 18 months of the 
bill’s effective date. 
  
Utah – On November 6, 2018, Utah residents voted in favor of the Utah Medical 
Cannabis Act, legalizing a medical marijuana program for the state. The new 
program allows for the licensing of medical marijuana businesses through a 
competitive application process anticipated to open by June 2019. 
 
West Virginia – On April 19th, 2017, Governor Jim Justice signed Senate Bill 386, 
legalizing a state-regulated medical marijuana program. The state is currently in 
the process of drafting rules and regulations to implement the program and 
establish an application process to license medical marijuana businesses. 

 
Texas – House Bill 3703, a bill to expand the state’s medical marijuana program, 
has passed out of the State Legislature. The proposal will head to Governor Greg 
Abbott’s desk, and will become law on September 1, 2019 unless Abbott vetoes it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-missouri/
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-new-jersey/
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A0500/10_S5.HTM
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-utah/
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-west-virginia/
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-texas/
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States with Recreational Marijuana Business Opportunities 
CLICK ON EACH STATE NAME FOR ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION 

 
Open Application Processes:  
APPLICATION PROCESSES FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA BUSINESS LICENSES CURRENTLY OPEN TO 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC WITH NO DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION. 

California – The Bureau of Cannabis Control is currently accepting applications for 
recreational marijuana business licenses with no established deadline for 
application submission. Applicants must first obtain city approval prior to applying 
to the state. For more information on how to apply, download our California State 
Application Guide.  
 
Massachusetts – The Cannabis Control Commission is currently accepting 
applications for recreational marijuana business licenses with no established 
deadline for application submission.  
 
Potential Upcoming Application Processes: 
DUE TO NEW LEGISLATION, EXPANSION EFFORTS, OR STATE REGULATIONS, WE ANTICIPATE 
APPLICATION PROCESSES TO OPEN IN THE FOLLOWING STATES. 

Maine – On April 27, 2018, Governor Paul LePage vetoed a bill to establish a 
regulated recreational marijuana market in Maine. The following week, the Maine 
Legislature overrode the veto and put the final stamp on the bill. The state is now 
in the process of drafting the regulatory rules for licensing, inspection, taxes, and 
other details. 
 
New Jersey – Governor Phil Murphy and many lawmakers have laid the 
groundwork for recreational marijuana legalization. Although it may not happen 
as soon as anticipated, the state may legalize marijuana and hold recreational 
marijuana business opportunities in the near future.  
 
New York – Governor Andrew Cuomo revealed his plan to legalize recreational 
marijuana on January 15, 2019. Cuomo included his plan in his state budget 

https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-california/
https://dispensarytemplates.com/products/california-medical-marijuana-state-application-guide-pre-sale
https://dispensarytemplates.com/products/california-medical-marijuana-state-application-guide-pre-sale
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-massachusetts/
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-maine/
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-new-jersey/
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-new-york/
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proposal, which calls to enact the Cannabis Regulation and Taxation Act. New 
legislation more closely mirroring Governor Andrew M. Cuomo's budget proposal 
on the measure is expected to be introduced.  
 
Michigan – On November 6, 2018, Michigan voters approved The Michigan 
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, effectively legalizing marijuana for 
recreational use across the state. The Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs in Michigan is now tasked with drafting the regulations necessary for the 
licensing of marijuana establishments.  
 
Illinois - Illinois lawmakers have publicly filed the long-awaited marijuana 
legalization bill text of Senate Bill 7. If passed, the bill would legalize possession 
and consumption of marijuana for adults 21 years and older. Marijuana would be 
grown, processed, and dispensed by state-licensed companies. Companies will 
become licensed through an application process.  
 
 

https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-michigan/
https://dispensarypermits.com/united-states-marijuana-dispensary-laws/open-a-dispensary-in-illinois/

