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Records see
°®

resurgence

By Katherine Michalets
Freeman Staff

hether it’s a sense of nostalgia, the desire to pos-

sess an unusual collection of music or just the

love of sound pressed onto vinyl, records are

soaring off the shelves of area thrift stores, con-
signment shops — and even stores dedicated solely to
records.

To celebrate the love of records and the upcoming Record Store Day on
April 22, [Goodwill]is having a party today at its Silvernail location, during
which radio DJs will spin records and play songs off CDs for customers as
they shop. It is those customers who will even be selecting the music.

“Records are really good sellers. People have really gotten back into Joving
vinyl. Record players sell really fast,” said Stephanie King, [Gotdwill] assis-
tant store manager at 2015 Meadow Lane. “It’s really searching and looking
for treasures.”

See RECORDS, PAGE 10A

What goes around
comes around

Most
sought-after
records

® Led Zeppelin
@ Pink Floyd

@® Frank Sinatra
® Psychedelic
@ Heavy metal
® Hair bands
@ Jimi Hendrix
@ Metallica

@ Iron Maiden
® Beatles

® Velvet Underground

Source: Henry Gacek, owner
of Picky Picky Resale Shop,

and Cryslal Acosta, owner of
Starship Records
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From Page 1A

Black dlamonds
in the rough

Ray Ziride of Racine has
been collecling records for
more than 40 years, since he
was about 10 years old, He was
fipping through the albums
for sale at Starship Records in
Waukesha on Friday looking
for some gems to #dd 1o his
album colleetion, which
already numbers sbout 2,500,

He remains o heavy Beatles
collector — both: vingl and
other memorabilin — includ-
Ing the rare and controversinl
Beatles” “The Beatles Yester-
day and Today” more com-
monly known as the Beatles
Butcher album for its graphic
cover that was quickly pulled
and replaced. That record, he
said, can fetch between $700
and $1,000 in good condition or
as much as $20,000 if’ sealed,

Henry Gacek, owner of
Picky Picky Resale Shop in
downtown Waukesha, said his
hottest sellers tend to be from
the 19808 and include hair
banids and heavy metal, Those
also tend to be the hardest to
find and [l mest expensive.

“It has (o do with that &
feel. 1 lnlnlni{wp‘l e Jouk:
u\ﬁ r hair bands,” he sabl.

i Starship Records, 501
Lincoln Ave, owner Crystal
Acosta sall’ customers are
looking for everything from
psychedelic music to vintage
punk. They are drawn to the
sound quality, which she said
some people contend is not as

good when music is digital- 3,
ized.

Growing popularity

Gacek said records have
become a favorile item to col-
lect for people of all ages, from
teens on up. Buyers range
from those who want to starta
record collection to those who
had one and tossed it out and
want to reassemble it and
those who never stopped col-
lecting.

Acosta said various people
come through her doors look-
ing for records and for many
reasons, from wanting to start
a collection to getting some-
thing for a band to sign while

they’re In town orming,

Albums at Picky Picky
Resale Shop range [rom about
$3 to $20 and include bootleg
coples of The Doors perform-

Gacek gets his records to
resell from estate sales and
rummage sales, as well as peo-
ple bringing them for resa]e

“They are gelting h:
and harder to find because
everyone is collecting,” he

sa

popularity of records,
Gacek be.l.leves can also be
annhuledto\‘heavallablhtyof
record players, including inex-
pensive ones at Target and
other big box stores,

He compared the renewed
interest in records to that in
vintage video games

“Basically it's with the

people like a little static,” he
said. “You wanta gametobea

== =i —
Piclure records hang on the wall of Starship Records in
Waukesha. They are some of the higher priced records for
sale in |he store

game, You don't want to be
Dghting people.”

As soon as a large box of
donated records gets put onto
ihe store floor at Goodwill,
King said, people are sifting
mrou%hd\‘.hem looking for a

great find,

“T think personally it's a
nostalgia factor for people
who are 35 and older; \‘.hey

grew up with records,” she
sald “They are lookmg for
those thmgs they bad in their
childhood.”

Others are buying records
because that particular plece
of music is not available in a
digital format.

Records sell for 99 cents
each at Goodwill, and King
said she can’t estimate how
many are sold in a week.

Condition doesn’t
always matter

Record buyers aren't
always searching for an
unscratched record with a
mint cover, but may be happy
with something that shows a
ittle more wear.

“What I think it is, it is the
sound. Not everyone likes
that crisp sound,” Gacek said.

He said some records that
have scratches don't skip and
some skip that don't have
scraiches, Also, some people
buy the records just for their
cover art for decorating pur-
poses,

Hanging on the walls of
Starship Records are signed
records, picture records and
other unusual finds, such as
misprints, that cost more

The items for sale at Star-
ship Records don’t stop at tra-
ditional records. They also
include cassettes, 8-tracks,
45s, VHS tapes and DVDs.
And turntables and receivers,
which Acosta said are hard to
keep in stock, especially if
they have a vintage silver
nok

The same is true for the
turntables at Goodwill, said
King.

A groovy {ime

For those looking to take a
step back in time today, Todd
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Ciske with WFAQ radio out of
Mukwonago will be playing
songs of Goodwill shoppers’
choosing, whether on vinyl or
CDs.

He said this is the third
time the station has held
such an event at the Goodwill

on Silvernail Road.

“It's an absolute blast,” he
said. “Think of it like a DJ
throw-down.”

Music that is requested
ranges from One Direction to
Paisy Cline,

“No maiter whal sou play,

no matter what genre, no mat-
ter what era, you look around
the slore and you [ind some-
one in the store bopping their
head to it,” Ciske said.

The event will be held from
noon until 4 p.m, loday.

Emal: krichalets & coneynat.com
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