The Nativity Story

from The Jesus Bible for Kids

A Visit by an Angel

Mary lived in the village of Nazareth, halfway between the Sea of
Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea. Not much went on in Nazareth,
for it was small and unimportant, but Mary was happy and excited,
for she was engaged to be married to Joseph, a carpenter who could
trace his family back to King David. L

Now, one day, Mary was quietly going about her chores when
~suddenly she was aware of a bright light shining before her, and she
 looked up to see an angel of God, all in white. She gasped in shock—
what could this mean? But the angel smiled at her and said gently,
“Mary, don’t be afraid. God loves you and has blessed you. He has

~ chosen you for a very special honor. You will give birth to a baby boy,
~and you are to call him Jesus. He will be called the Son of God, and
his kingdom will never end!”

Mary was filled with wonder. “How can this be?” she asked softly.
“I'm not even married!”

“Nothing is impossible for God,” replied the angel. “The Holy
Spirit will come on you, and your child will be God’s own Son.”

Mary could hardly believe what she was hearing, but she trusted
God with all her heart. If he said it would happen, it would happen.
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“I am God’s servant,” she said. “I'll do whatever God wants me to.”

God spoke to Joseph in a dream and explained that Mary had
not been unfaithful to him and that the child would be very special
- indeed. Joseph married Mary straight away and took good care of her.

10

Christian Mommy



The Nativity Story

from The Jesus Bible for Kids

Christian Mommy




The Nativity Story

from The Jesus Bible for Kids

afraid fr \bﬁf y(.)u don’t r'mnd a bxt of

w, I do havesamewiere that you can spend the night,” he said,
d he showed themtoa stable where the animals were kept.

Christian Mommy




The Nativity Story

from The Jesus Bible for Kids

That night, Mary’s baby was born. She wrapped him in strips
of cloth to keep him warm and laid him gently on clean straw in a
manger—one of the troughs that the animals used for feeding. Mary
and Joseph looked down upon their son with joy, and they named
him Jesus, just as the angel had told them to.

And so, one of the prophecies of the Old Testament was fulfilled,
for over seven hundred years before this, the prophet Isaiah had
foretold that one day God would send a sign: “A young virgin will fall
pregnant and will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel.”

You see, Immanuel means “God is with us,” and that is exactly
what had happened—God had come to live with us on earth. Jesus
was Immanuel!
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The Very First Visitors

That same night, on a hillside overlooking Bethlehem, some
shepherds were watching over their sheep. Apart from keeping an eye
out for wild animals, there wasnt much to do, so they sat around a
fire sharing stories.

All of a sudden, the dark night sky was ablaze with light, and the
shepherds fell to the ground in fright as an angel of the Lord appeared

in the sky above them.

“Don’t be afraid,” the angel said to them gently, just as he had
reassured Mary so many months ago. “I am here to bring you good
news—the best news! Today a very special baby has been born in
King David’s town—he is Christ, the Messiah, God’s own Son!

Go and see for yourselves. You will find him lying in a manger in
a stable.”

And with these words the sky was filled with more angels, all
singing a wonderful, beautiful song praising God: “Glory to God in

the highest heaven, and peace on earth and good will to all men!”

And then, as swiftly as they had come, the angels disappeared.
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In the silence that followed, the shepherds looked at one another
in amazement. Had that really just happened? Had a host of shining
angels just appeared to them, a bunch of dirty, raggedy shepherds?

But they didn’t waste much time thinking about “why?” for they
were far too busy racing down to the town and searching for the
stable where they would find the special baby. And when they did
find Mary and Joseph, and little Jesus lying in the manger just as they
had been told, their hearts exploded with joy and gratitude, and they
rushed off to tell everyone they could find about the wonderful news.
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Following a Star

In a distant land far to the east, three wise men had been studying
the stars. These men were clever and respected and wealthy—you
might even have mistaken them for kings if you had seen them in all
their finery!

Anyway, one night they discovered a bright new star shining in
the skies. They knew that it meant something very special—they
knew that it was a sign that a great king had been born—and so they
prepared for a long journey, packed up their things, and followed the
star all the way to Jerusalem.

[ In Jerusalem they made their way to the court of Herod the Great \
(who wasn't really so great, for he was actually rather cruel and
wicked), who was the king of Judea (although really he had to do what

the Roman emperor told him to do). There they asked if he could
show them the way to the baby who would be the king of the Jews.

Herod was horrified! He was king—he didn’t want another king ——
around! His advisors told him of a prophecy that the new king would
be born in the city of King David, in Bethlehem.

Then the cunning king sent the wise men to Bethlehem, saying,
“Once you have found him, come back and tell me where he is so
that I can visit him too!” He didn’t say what sort of visit he wanted 1:0)r

pay him!

from Luke 2
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