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Suggested Ways 
to Keep Score

The 10-Point Game
Each player or team takes turns asking questions. Cor-
rect answers are worth 1 point. (Genius answers, indi-
cated by GENIUS , are worth 2 points). The first player 
or team to score 10 points wins!

The 5-Minute Game
Each player or team takes turns firing questions at an 
opponent for 5 minutes. Whoever scores highest in the 
5-minute period wins!

Solitaire
Answer each question on a page and then check your 
answers on the next page. Your quest? To get them all 
right!

Bible Brain Quest.indd   3 11/10/16   11:49 AM
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15
Miscellaneous

1. Does the Bible compare a person’s life span to a 
spreading tree or a flower that fades?

2. Was the ancient city of Babylon located on the 
river Nile or the river Euphrates?

3. A dog was a highly desired family pet in biblical 
times. True or false?

4. Do the terms “rose of Sharon” and “lily  
of the valley” occur in the Gospels or  
in the Song of Songs?

5. What bird symbolizes the Holy Spirit?

6. What important crop of biblical  
times was grown in a vineyard?

7. Grasshoppers were a food in  
biblical times. True or false?
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8. About how long did it take to make the seventy-
mile trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem by donkey?

9. Did the Israelites use olive oil or wine in their 
anointing ceremonies?

10. Was it the Pharisees or the Sadducees who did 
not believe in the resurrection from the dead?

11. Humans judge each other by outward appear-
ances. Where does God look to make his 
judgment?

12. Which biblical kingdom has no boundaries?

13. Does Jesus sit at the right hand or the left hand of 
the Father?

14. Samson, David, and Daniel each killed a lion. True 
or false?

15. What does the bread or cracker represent in the 
Lord’s Supper?

G
EN

IU
S
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Questions

16. In Roman times, what was the highest Jewish 
governing council?

17. How many appearances of the resurrected Jesus 
are recorded in the Bible?

18. Was Corinth a region in ancient Greece, Egypt, or 
Persia?

19. In the book of Revelation, is Jesus referred to as 
the Lion of Judah or the Tiger of Nazareth?

20. Which will last forever: the earth we live on or the 
word of the Lord?

21. Did the Apostle Paul come from Tarsus, Nazareth, 
or Rome?

22. In biblical times, what tree was an extremely 
valuable source of oil?

23. Is Lucifer another name for Luke or for Satan?
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24. What will God wipe away from our eyes?

25. The river Jordan flows through the Sea of Galilee. 
True or false?

26. Where are the twelve pearl gates?

27. What animal became the symbol and sign for the 
early Christians?

28. What part of the ram was used as both a trumpet 
and an oil container?

29. Was the Old Testament written primarily in 
Hebrew, Greek, or Latin?

30. Which is NOT a fruit: figs, grapes, olives, manna?

31. In the books of Daniel and Revelation, does the 
leopard symbolize a peaceful nation or a warring 
nation?
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Questions

32. What does the cup of grape juice or wine repre-
sent in the Lord’s Supper?

33. How did God give us the Bible?

34. Which plague was one of the most severe evils 
that could befall an ancient nation: locusts or 
ants?

35. How many of the sixty-six books in the Bible 
belong to the New Testament?

36. Was the tabernacle or the Temple bigger in size 
and more beautiful in design?

37. The Dead Sea is referred to in the Old Testament 
as the “salt sea”: True or false?

38. Were Jerusalem and the Temple completely 
destroyed by the Romans in ad 50, 70, or 100?

39. The Bible says we can get to heaven by being 
good and doing good deeds. True or false?
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40. How many major divisions are there in the Bible?

41. Is the Old Testament longer or shorter than the 
New Testament?

42. In ancient times, Egypt and Israel used cucum-
bers and melons as part of their regular food. 
True or false?

43. What is each book of the Bible divided into for 
easy reference?

44. It took approximately 4,000 years to complete 
the writing of the entire Bible. True or false?

45. In biblical times, which unit of money had a higher 
value: a talent or a shekel?

46. How many books in the Bible begin with the let-
ter “Z”?
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15
Miscellaneous

1. a flower that fades

2. the river Euphrates (The site of Babylon is near 
the city of Baghdad.)

3. false (Dogs were considered lowly animals and 
usually were not kept as pets.)

4. the Song of Songs (often referred to as the Song 
of Solomon)

5. the dove

6. grapes (which were eaten fresh, dried as raisins, 
and used for wine)

7. true (Locusts were also commonly eaten.)
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Answers

8. three days

9. olive oil

10. the Sadducees

11. at the heart

12. the kingdom of heaven

13. at the right hand of the Father

14. false (Daniel did not have to fight or kill the lions 
in the den.)

15. the body of Jesus (The Lord’s Supper is the Holy 
Communion.)
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Answers

16. the Sanhedrin (   Jesus, Peter, John, Stephen, and 
Paul all appeared before this body.)

17. eleven appearances

18. Greece (The Apostle Paul wrote two epistles to 
the Corinthians.)

19. the Lion of Judah

20. the word of the Lord

21. Tarsus (The life of Paul is detailed in the book of 
Acts.)

22. the olive tree (The oil was used for many pur-
poses, including oil lamps.)

23. for Satan (the source of all sin and evil)

G
EN

IU
S

G
EN

IU
S

Bible Brain Quest.indd   150 11/16/16   8:13 AM

152 * Miscellaneous

Answers

24. our tears (when we are in heaven)

25. true (The Jordan starts at Mount Hermon and 
ends in the Dead Sea.)

26. in heaven (the city of heaven)

27. the fish (or sign of the fish)

28. its horn (A ram is a male sheep.)

29. Hebrew (called “the language of Canaan” in the 
Old Testament)

30. manna (a type of bread)

31. a warring nation
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Answers

32. the blood of Jesus Christ

33. God inspired men and prompted them to write.

34. locusts (The devastation of farmland by locusts 
was regarded as the judgment of God.)

35. twenty-seven books

36. the Temple (The tabernacle was a portable tent 
for worship.)

37. true (in Genesis 14:3 and Numbers 34:3, to men-
tion two instances)

38. ad 70 (on orders from Titus, the future Roman 
emperor)

39. false (Only by God’s grace and our faith can we 
get to heaven.)
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Answers

40. two (the Old Testament and the New Testament)

41. longer (The Old testament comprises thirty-nine 
of the sixty-six books in the Bible.)

42. true (Onions and garlic were also common 
foods.)

43. chapters and verses

44. false (It took approximately 1,500 years.)

45. a talent (The Hebrew silver talent equaled about 
3,000 shekels in silver.)

46. two (the books of Zechariah and Zephaniah)
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Two Truths and a Tall Tale 3

Introduction

Did you know… 

… that the Hundred Years’ War lasted 116 years?

… that chewing gum was accidently invented 
while again trying to create a new kind of 
rubber?

… that Google was almost called Backrub?

Actually, only two of those statements are true. Your 
job is to figure out which one is the fake! 

Welcome to Two Truths and a Tall Tale. On every 
page you’ll find three statements—two of them 

are true, and one… well, not so much. To figure out which 
one is false, you might use your superior knowledge. (“I 
thought William Fleer invented chewing gum.”) You 
might just take a wild guess. (“I know, number 3!”) Or you 
might ask someone for their advice or look up the answer 
somewhere. 

And just a hint—don’t always assume the most out-
landish statement is the false one. Sometimes truth really 
is stranger than fiction.

There are a few ways to play Two Truths and a Tall Tale. 
You can play by yourself—but no cheating!
You can also play in a group. Have someone read the 
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questions and let people take turns guessing which one is 
false. Who knows, they might actually know the answer 
right off. 

Or make it a race. That’s right—take out your phones 
or tablets and Google (or Backrub) the answers. Either way 
you and your soon-to-be well-informed friends will have 
a great time learning interesting facts like these: 

More people work in the Empire State 
Building than live in Iceland.

Twinkies were named after a line of shoes.

Massachusetts has its own state polka… 

… or does it?

By the way, we’re not going to tell you which one of 
the facts on this page is false. You’ll need to check inside 
to find out for yourself. All the answers—and some fasci-
nating trivia—are at the end of the book, starting on page 
97. But don’t peek until you try to figure them out for your-
self. You might even feel your brain expanding as you play. 
So what are you waiting for? Turn the page and get at it. 
You’re going to have a great time… and that’s the truth!
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  1

The Famous and Infamous

Which one of these statements is blatantly false?

1. Thomas Edison, the inventor of the electric 
lightbulb, was afraid of the dark.

2. Billy the Kid was not really a kid. He was 43 
years old when he died in a gunfight.

3. President William H. Taft had a cow at the 
White House that provided milk for his family 
and guests. 

Two Truths and a Tall Tale.indd   5 5/19/16   4:08 PM
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  2

Great Women in History

Interesting facts about some amazing ladies of the past.

1. Even though England’s culture in the 1500s is 
called the Elizabethan Age, Queen Elizabeth I 
died before such creative artists as Shakespeare 
and Christopher Marlowe came on the scene.

2. It took more than 50 years for the work 
of Susan B. Anthony to bring about the 
Nineteenth Amendment, giving women the 
right to vote.

3. Running low on medical supplies at the Battle 
of Bull Run during the Civil War, Clara Barton 
placed an ad in the newspaper, asking for 
donations.

I think you misspelled 
“hygienic.”
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  3

Amazing Technology

Which of these facts are true and which one has 
been… ahem… invented?

1. The first barcode to be scanned was on a pack  
of Wrigley’s gum.

2. The electric chair was invented by a dentist.

3. Walt Disney developed the technology of 
videotape recording in the early 1930s.  
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 7

TV or Not TV, Part 1

Which one of these techy facts isn’t technically a fact?

1. The Academy Awards, or Oscars, were first 
televised on March 19, 1953.

2. More than 60 percent of American households 
watched the final episode of M*A*S*H in 1983.

3. Dwight Eisenhower was the first US president 
to appear on television.

Goodbye, 
Trapper. Goodbye, 

Radar.

Goodbye,  
Colonel Potter.
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 4

Fun Food Facts, Part 1

Some delicious tidbits of trivia to whet your appetite.

1. PEZ, the name of the popular candy treat 
that comes in the cool character dispensers, 
is actually short for the German word for 
peppermint.

2. The founder of In-N-Out Burger and the 
founder of Shake Shack are second cousins.

3. A large serving of movie-theater popcorn 
has more calories than 5½ McDonald’s 
cheeseburgers. 
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 5

Fun Food Facts, Part 2

Delicious food facts to suit your taste.

1. Pound cake got its name in England, where it 
was developed, because the cake cost a pound to 
purchase.

2. The fortune cookie was invented in the United 
States, not in China.

3. The state vegetable of Oklahoma is the 
watermelon.

Two Truths and a Tall Tale.indd   9 5/19/16   4:08 PM

Two Truths and a Tall Tale 9

 5

Fun Food Facts, Part 2

Delicious food facts to suit your taste.

1. Pound cake got its name in England, where it 
was developed, because the cake cost a pound to 
purchase.

2. The fortune cookie was invented in the United 
States, not in China.

3. The state vegetable of Oklahoma is the 
watermelon.

Two Truths and a Tall Tale.indd   9 5/19/16   4:08 PM

10 Two Truths and a Tall Tale

 6

Fun Food Facts, Part 3

Just when you thought you knew everything there was 
to know about food… 

1. Idahoans celebrate New Year’s by dropping a 
big potato.

2. The oldest soft drink in the United States is 
Pepsi Cola.

3. A ripe cranberry will bounce like a tiny 
basketball.
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Just when you thought you knew everything there was 
to know about food… 

1. Idahoans celebrate New Year’s by dropping a 
big potato.

2. The oldest soft drink in the United States is 
Pepsi Cola.

3. A ripe cranberry will bounce like a tiny 
basketball.
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TV or Not TV, Part 1

Which one of these techy facts isn’t technically a fact?

1. The Academy Awards, or Oscars, were first 
televised on March 19, 1953.

2. More than 60 percent of American households 
watched the final episode of M*A*S*H in 1983.

3. Dwight Eisenhower was the first US president 
to appear on television.

Goodbye, 
Trapper. Goodbye, 

Radar.

Goodbye,  
Colonel Potter.
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1. The Famous and Infamous
1. Number 1 is true. Edison was afraid of the dark. 

Perhaps that’s what led him to create his most 
famous invention.

2. Did you choose 2? You’re right! Billy the Kid 
was only 19 or 20 years old when he died in a 
gunfight with Sheriff Pat Garrett.

3. President Taft did indeed own a cow named 
Pauline that lived at the White House. As part 
of a cost-cutting program, Pauline provided 
milk for the residents.

2. Great Women in History
1. If you guessed number 1 was fake, good job! 

The good Queen had front-row seats for many 
of Shakespeare’s and Marlowe’s productions. 
Those guys were household names during 
much of her reign.

2. This is true! Susan B. Anthony began her 
campaign for women’s suffrage (the right 
to vote) in about 1851. The Nineteenth 
Amendment was signed into law in 1920—14 
years after her death.

3. Number 3 is true too. When Ms. Barton saw that 
medicine and supplies were running low, she 
cleverly used the press. She placed an ad asking 
for donations. She and her coworkers were 
overwhelmed by the response and received 
enough supplies to last until the end of the war.
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The Famous and Infamous

Which one of these statements is blatantly false?

1. Thomas Edison, the inventor of the electric 
lightbulb, was afraid of the dark.

2. Billy the Kid was not really a kid. He was 43 
years old when he died in a gunfight.

3. President William H. Taft had a cow at the 
White House that provided milk for his family 
and guests. 
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Great Women in History

Interesting facts about some amazing ladies of the past.

1. Even though England’s culture in the 1500s is 
called the Elizabethan Age, Queen Elizabeth I 
died before such creative artists as Shakespeare 
and Christopher Marlowe came on the scene.

2. It took more than 50 years for the work 
of Susan B. Anthony to bring about the 
Nineteenth Amendment, giving women the 
right to vote.

3. Running low on medical supplies at the Battle 
of Bull Run during the Civil War, Clara Barton 
placed an ad in the newspaper, asking for 
donations.

I think you misspelled 
“hygienic.”
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3. Amazing Technology
1. It’s true—the first barcode was scanned on a 

pack of Wrigley’s gum on June 26, 1974. Now 
they’re everywhere.

2. Yikes! This one is true too. Dr. Alfred Southwick 
invented the electrocution device in 1881. 
Apparently his dental practice was going 
through a slow time. You wouldn’t want him to 
do your root canal.

3. If you chose number 3, good job! Even though 
Disney was a creative genius, TV wasn’t even 
around much in the 1930s, so there would be 
no need for videotape. Besides, he was too busy 
producing Snow White.

4. Fun Food Facts, Part 1
1.  This is true. PEZ is short for Pfefferminz 

(say that three times), which is German for 
peppermint.

2. Totally false. Harry Snyder (1913–1976) started 
In-N-Out Burger on the West Coast ten years 
before Danny Meyer was even born, and the 
two aren’t related. Meyer started Shake Shack 
on the East Coast as a food cart in 2000. If you 
chose this one as being false, you’re cookin’!

3. This is true too. A large popcorn at the theater 
also has more calories than four scrambled 
eggs, four strips of bacon, and four sausages. 
Think about that the next time you visit the 
cineplex.
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7. TV or Not TV, Part 1
1. This is true! The first televised Academy 

Awards show was in 1953. The ceremony was 
held at the RKO Pantages Theater in Hollywood, 
and Bob Hope was the host.

2. This is also true. Approximately 105.9 million 
people were tuned in to say farewell to 
Hawkeye, Hunnicutt, Winchester, Houlihan, 
Potter, Klinger, and the rest.

3. If you chose number 3, you win! The first US 
president to appear on television was Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt on April 30, 1939. He was 
speaking at the opening of the New York 
World’s Fair.

8. TV or Not TV, Part 2
1. This is true! The Mayberry scenes were filmed 

during the day on the backlot at Desilu Studios 
in Culver City. At night, the Untouchables crew 
showed up and filmed gangsters running 
around downtown Chicago. Ah, the magic of 
Hollywood.

2. Not true! Both M*A*S*H productions—TV and 
movie—were filmed in and around Hollywood. 
The camp was actually at the Twentieth 
Century Fox Ranch in Malibu Canyon, just 
north of Los Angeles.

3. This is true too. The castle was constructed 
on the backlot of Warner Brothers Studios in 
Burbank for the movie Camelot, and it seemed 
like a good (and inexpensive) idea to use it for 
the Kung Fu series a few years later.
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Fun Food Facts, Part 1

Some delicious tidbits of trivia to whet your appetite.

1. PEZ, the name of the popular candy treat 
that comes in the cool character dispensers, 
is actually short for the German word for 
peppermint.

2. The founder of In-N-Out Burger and the 
founder of Shake Shack are second cousins.

3. A large serving of movie-theater popcorn 
has more calories than 5½ McDonald’s 
cheeseburgers. 
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Amazing Technology

Which of these facts are true and which one has 
been… ahem… invented?

1. The first barcode to be scanned was on a pack  
of Wrigley’s gum.

2. The electric chair was invented by a dentist.

3. Walt Disney developed the technology of 
videotape recording in the early 1930s.  
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Fun Food Facts, Part 2

Delicious food facts to suit your taste.

1. Pound cake got its name in England, where it 
was developed, because the cake cost a pound to 
purchase.

2. The fortune cookie was invented in the United 
States, not in China.

3. The state vegetable of Oklahoma is the 
watermelon.
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5. Fun Food Facts, Part 2
1. Actually this isn’t true. The term “pound cake” 

is from eighteenth-century Europe, where the 
recipe was created. It called for a pound of flour, 
a pound of sugar, a pound of eggs, and a pound 
of butter. (The original cake was more than 
twice the size of what we make now.)

2. The “Chinese” fortune cookie was created 
either at the Benkyodo bakery in San Francisco 
or at the Hong Kong Noodle Company in Los 
Angeles. But the point is, it was in the States, not 
in China.

3. This is true too. Weird but true. Oklahoma’s 
state vegetable is the watermelon—a fruit.

6. Fun Food Facts, Part 3
1. This is a truism. Taking the lead from New York 

City, the people of Boise, Idaho, ring in the New 
Year not by dropping a giant crystal and glass 
ball but by dropping a big potato.

2. If you guessed number 2 was false, you know 
your sugary soft drinks! Believe it or not the 
first soft drink with a name was Dr. Pepper. It 
was created in 1885, a year before Coca Cola 
came on the scene. Pepsi came along in 1893. 
But generic root beer beat them all, being 
introduced in 1876.

3. This is true too. A ripe cranberry should bounce 
like a ball.
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TV or Not TV, Part 1

Which one of these techy facts isn’t technically a fact?

1. The Academy Awards, or Oscars, were first 
televised on March 19, 1953.

2. More than 60 percent of American households 
watched the final episode of M*A*S*H in 1983.

3. Dwight Eisenhower was the first US president 
to appear on television.

Goodbye, 
Trapper. Goodbye, 

Radar.

Goodbye,  
Colonel Potter.
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SECRET 1

Escaping  
Aggressive Mobs

My fingers and arms are a blur of activity.
I just spawned into a brand-new game, and I don’t 

have a second to spare. I stack block after block, try-
ing to craft my shelter before darkness falls. Finally, the roof is 
attached.

Whew—that’s a good start. 
I race around my crude shelter, adding torches. Light is a play-

er’s best friend. I knock out some holes on each wall and fill them 
with blocks of glass. Eventually I’ll add some cool details, like 
stained glass, a fancy corridor that will lead to my mine, and sev-
eral more rooms—sleeping chambers, a crafting room, a big din-
ing hall. But I can’t worry about those things just yet. My number 
one priority is to protect myself from eminent danger.

Uh-oh, I see movement in the trees. Better hurry.
I tap into my resources and build some heavy wooden doors 
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to keep out the mobs. Yikes—I don’t have enough weapons and 
food yet. I have to go back outside, but I’m losing time.

Here they come.
Moans, groans, and hissing sounds fill the air as an army of 

Minecraft monsters invade my world. There are fast-moving 
skeletons, lumbering zombies, and creepy spiders. They’re defi-
nitely in attack mode. These aren’t passive or neutral mobs. The 
creatures on my doorstep are aggressive! My best defense is 
shelter.

But I’m caught outside trying to gather more supplies for the 
night. I move as quickly as I can through the thick trees. Sud-
denly… creepers! They are spawning everywhere. 

Quick—run!
This time my legs become a blur as I rocket home. I scream 

through the front door just in time and find a corner, where I 
hunker down for the night. (I haven’t yet created a bed.)

I’m safe inside… for now.
After what seems like an eternity, nightfall covers my Mine-

crafty world. I peek out a window. Yep, the freak show is in full 
swing!

But something even stranger catches my eye. I can almost see 
my friends among the monsters outside. I imagine a neighbor-
hood kid named Eddie dragging his feet with the zombies. (He 
does a pretty good imitation.) Skinny Kyle is blending in with 
the skeletons. And the more I look, the more I realize that Mine-
craft mobs are like different groups at school. My best friends are 
creative and nice and fun to joke around with. Some kids are pas-
sive and move right past me as if I didn’t exist. There are other 
kids whom I don’t know that well but who are good to be with 
when the teacher gives us team assignments.
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My smile quickly fades as I think about a not-so-fun group: 
the mean kids.

You know the types—those who love to make fun of people…  
otherwise known as bullies. And to be honest, that’s who I’m up 
against right now.

At school, bullies walk around in groups, acting as if they own 
the place. And when one turns his attention on me, the rest of 
them seem to want a piece of the action. They say they are just 
joking around and I shouldn’t get upset, but their hateful words 
spawn like a creeper mob.

GROWL… HHHIIISSSSS… KABOOM!
That all-too familiar sound snaps me back to gameplay. I 

glance out the window again and cringe. The creepers are multi-
plying—and they’re everywhere!

What else will the darkness bring?

GAMEPLAY SECRETS

Mobs (short for “mobiles”) are a fact of life in Minecraft. 
They include villagers, animals, and monsters. They can turn 
otherwise peaceful gameplay into turmoil. The aggressive 
mobs are the worst ones. They attack players on sight, and 
not just when they’re provoked.

But I have a survival tip that can save your life… 

Dragee90’s Best Tip

Monsters cannot see through glass or ice 
blocks. So always build windows on your 
shelter. This way, you can spy on them 

without being detected.
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REAL-LIFE SECRETS

Read It
“There are six or seven kinds of people 

the Lord doesn’t like: Those who are too 
proud or tell lies or murder, those who make evil plans or are 
quick to do wrong, those who tell lies in court or stir up trou-
ble in a family” (Proverbs 6:16-19).

Think It
When you’re attacked by creeper-controlled 

“aggressive mobs,” do you stop and think before 
you speak? Or do you push back with anger, fuel-
ing the fire? Do you pray? How would Jesus want 
you to react?

Live It
There will always be mean people in the 

world. And since we can’t always avoid them, 
it’s a good idea to have a plan for when they 
attack. The best defense is to know that we are wonderfully 
and creatively made by God. We have a special set of skills that 
God wants to use to make the world a better place. Our iden-
tity is not decided by a few jerks who are just trying to look 
cool in front of others. So take a deep breath and resist fight-
ing back in the same hurtful ways. Instead, find shelter. God 
has our back, and He has given us real friends. Step back and 
look at the troublemakers through the glass window. You’ll 
quickly see their actions in a new light.
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SECRET 2

Putting on Your  
Protective Armor

Go, go, go… and then jump!
Downward I fly until I land safely on the glass ceil- 

 ing of my dome. I don’t see any danger, but I know it’s 
just around the corner. I may as well go into the woods to see 
what adventures this world has to offer.

I race through the trees, dodging branches, cliffs, and the 
occasional animal. I move toward a warm orange glow just 
beyond the trees. Suddenly, I’m on the edge of flowing lava.

I can’t go left, I can’t go right, but I might be able to make it 
through the narrow passage straight ahead. It’s decision time. 
Never mind! I play it smart and decide it’s time to shop. So into 
the villager trader I go.

Sometimes we can just feel the danger ahead. It can be a 
group of kids who gather in the hallway at school. You know 
the kind—they find strength in numbers and make fun of 
people as they walk by. Or maybe it’s a grumpy old man who 
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likes to let his barking dogs out into the yard every time some-
one passes by. Or even an older sibling who is annoyed by your 
every move.

These everyday dangers aren’t always avoidable. There are 
times when we have to just walk straight through them. It’s 
a good thing we have real-life armor to wear. I’m not talking 
about the heavy knights-in-shining-armor kind of gear that 
brave warriors strapped on long, long ago. I’m talking about 
the armor of God. God has given us armor that helps us do 
more than just survive. He has given us truth, righteousness, 
justice, peace, faith, and His Spirit. Best of all, it’s free. We don’t 
have to save up, purchase it, or even earn it. It’s just a bonus 
of being a child of God. All we have to do is grab it, wear it, and 
walk through life’s lava pits with confidence.

Back in the game, I notice that I have a lot of iron units 
to tap into as I trade for some armor. I choose boots, a hel-
met, and some trousers. Done. I jump back into the game and 
check my armor durability in the corner of my screen.

It’s time to run for my life. I lean forward and run on the 
middle path right through the lava. For a moment, I can’t even 
see what my next step holds. But I push through.

Wow… those trousers and boots saved me. There’s no way I 
could have made it past that lava pit without them.

I check my armor level again, and I still have a lot of defen-
sive points left.

Building Faith Block By Block.indd   23 1/17/17   3:38 PM

Featured content from the book Building Faith Block by Block by Michael Ross
32



24 * Secret 2

GAMEPLAY SECRETS

Leather, gold, chain mail, iron, and diamond—each of 
these elements can be crafted into a player’s all-important 
armor. And wearing this kind of protection is essential for 
survival, especially in PVP (player versus player).

Dragee90’s Best Tip

I like to create my armor out of diamonds. 
They provide the greatest defense against 
attack, but they’re also the hardest to 

acquire. Also, always wear your armor (and bring a torch) 
when you head into a dark place, such as a mine.

REAL-LIFE SECRETS

Read It
“Be ready! Let the truth be like a belt 

around your waist, and let God’s justice pro-
tect you like armor. Your desire to tell the good news about peace 
should be like shoes on your feet. Let your faith be like a shield, 
and you will be able to stop all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
Let God’s saving power be like a helmet, and for a sword use 
God’s message that comes from the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:14-17).

Think It
Are you wearing the armor of God? Exactly what 

is it? (Look at the verses above and identify each 
piece.)

Building Faith Block By Block.indd   24 1/17/17   3:38 PM

Putting on Your Protective Armor  * 25

Live It
I’d never face a hostile Minecraft mob with-

out my armor… and it’s the same way in real life. 
So just as today’s Bible passage instructs, I put on 
my spiritual armor:

 The belt of truth and the Bible, our sword. The better my 
grasp of Scripture, the bigger my belt buckle. So I 
read God’s Word.

 The gospel of peace, our combat boots. If we’re not wear-
ing our combat boots, it’s like we’re walking on 
thorny ground in bare feet. It’s a good idea to put 
them on before leaving the house. How? Connect 
with Jesus through prayer and share your faith 
through your very life—being kind and loving to 
others.

 The shield of faith. Jesus is our shield (Psalm 84:11) 
and the source of our faith (Galatians 2:20). He pro-
tects us from the flaming arrows of the evil one.

 The helmet of salvation. Salvation is all about a thrill-
ing life with Jesus, which is His gift to us (   John 
10:10). Every minute we’re enjoying that excitement, 
our helmet is on. And with that helmet firmly in 
place, our minds are guarded from Satan’s lies.
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God Loves Misfits
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that 

even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave 

us life when he raised Christ from the dead.

 —Ephesians 2:4-5

You might think someone as amazing as Jesus would 
have come from a line of rich and famous people who 

totally followed God and never did anything wrong, but 
that’s actually not true at all. Some of the people in Jesus’s 
family tree were poor. Others were thought of as different 
or strange. Some were big-time sinners. You can even add 
wicked kings to the bunch. The truth is, Jesus came from a 
long line of misfits!

Your family doesn’t have a lot of money? No problem! 
Jesus Himself was born in a stable, the son of a carpenter, 
not a prince who was born in a palace. You’re not the most 
popular person in your class? That’s just fine! Jesus wasn’t 
very popular with His own people. Your best friend isn’t 
speaking to you? Not to worry! Jesus knew what it was like 
to have a best friend turn on Him.

Want to know something really crazy? Jesus was a misfit. 
Totally telling the truth here! No, He didn’t sin. But He did 
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His own thing. He didn’t act the way people expected Him 
to act. He didn’t hang out with the people others expected 
Him to hang out with. He may not have even looked the way 
people expected Him to look. The people were expecting 
a powerful king, not some carpenter-turned-teacher who 
was leading around a sketchy group of followers. You might 
even call Him the “misfit Messiah.”

That’s good news for us! You can be exactly who you are, 
and God will love you. You don’t have to look perfect. You 
don’t have to act perfect. You don’t have to be perfect at all. 
You just have to believe that Jesus—who was perfect—was 
the Son of God and that He died for your sins (your imper-
fections). That’s all that matters to Him!

 Jesus, thank You for Your love and grace. Thank You 
that I don’t have to be perfect and that You love me and 
accept me just the way I am.

Take This with You  
Even though I’m not perfect,  

God still loves me.
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82 Kids in the Kitchen

Peanut Butter Rice Krispies Treats
My grandmother’s Peanut Butter Rice Krispies Treats were the first thing I ever learned to make 

on my own. I was eight the first time I could make them, and I still make them to this day. So of 

course this is a recipe I wanted to share with my kids! My son kept telling me he could make them 

by himself too, so when we had time in the kitchen…just the two of us…I let him “make” them. I 

did the stove part since he’s only five, but he did the rest!

INGREDIENTS
1 cup sugar

1 cup light corn syrup

1 cup creamy peanut butter

6 cups Rice Krispies cereal

In a small saucepan over medium-high heat, bring the sugar and corn syrup up to a boil, stirring 

continuously. Once it’s at a low boil, remove from heat and stir in the peanut butter. Pour the peanut 

butter mixture over the cereal in a large mixing bowl. Combine quickly until the cereal is covered 

and then spread it out in a well-greased (I use Pam) 8 x 8 baking dish. Cool at least 10 minutes 

before cutting into squares.

Kids-In-The-Kitchen-INT-9.indd   82 9/29/16   11:20 AM

82 Kids in the Kitchen

Peanut Butter Rice Krispies Treats
My grandmother’s Peanut Butter Rice Krispies Treats were the first thing I ever learned to make 

on my own. I was eight the first time I could make them, and I still make them to this day. So of 

course this is a recipe I wanted to share with my kids! My son kept telling me he could make them 

by himself too, so when we had time in the kitchen…just the two of us…I let him “make” them. I 

did the stove part since he’s only five, but he did the rest!
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