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Why have an NPQ Series on 
Remaking the Economy?

•

• Build awareness

• Identify examples

• Question narratives

• Highlight pathways

• Emphasize links



Where is the Black Belt? Two Definitions
TTHHEE  BBLLAACCKK  BBEELLTT  OOFF  AALLAABBAAMMAA  MMAAPP::

Risks and challenges

Naturally, what imagery will be captured cannot

be predicted. Neither can the tornado-prone

weather of Alabama. However, this is a project of

passion that we will see through for both

The Black Belt of Alabama: A Photographic Essay by Tom Bejgr... https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/baygrowits/the-black-belt-of...
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(https://rightbasicbuilding.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/black-belt-gerrymandering-post.jpg)
This map for Euneika Rogers-Sipp

world maps with constant-scale natural boundaries

P r o t o t o p o l o g i c a l C a r t o g r a p h y

Gerrymandering the USA Black Belt

Found myself in a discussion yesterday about homogeneous anthropological districts, in particular the
USA Black Belt.

Just thought I’d take a look at the present political representation.

Tags:  Black  Belt  (https://rightbasicbuilding.com/tag/black-belt/),  Euneika  Rogers-Sipp
(https://rightbasicbuilding.com/tag/euneika-rogers-sipp/),  gerrymandering
(https://rightbasicbuilding.com/tag/gerrymandering/)

This entry was posted on October 1, 2016 at 5:41 pm and is filed under Uncategorized. You can follow
any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your
own site.

Gerrymandering the USA Black Belt | world maps with constant-s... https://rightbasicbuilding.com/2016/10/01/gerrymandering-the-us...
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“Southern Black Belt”



Black Belt: Growing Political Clout

During the turbulent 1960s, black population growth ground to a halt
in the South, and Southern states claimed less than 10 percent of the
national increase then. The South has increasingly claimed a greater
share of black population growth since -- about half the country's total
in the 1970s, two-thirds in the 1990s and three-quarters in the decade
that just ended.

The shift could significantly strengthen the political power of African-Americans in the South,

especially in the historic Black Belt stretching from the mid-Atlantic to east Texas. Here's a map

showing where the South's growing African-American communities are concentrated, according to

the latest Census data:  A glimpse of

the political force this represents was seen in 2008, when record-breaking African-American

turnout helped push Florida, North Carolina and Virginia into blue territory. It's also seen in

Georgia, the epicenter of the Black Belt, where the African-American community grew by more

than 579,000 since 2000 -- the leading ingredient in making it the seventh-fastest growing state in

the country. The 2010 Census also offers a glimpse of how Southern African-American communities

are changing. Atlanta echoes a trend found across the South and country, where suburban black

neighborhoods are growing at the expense of the urban core. The New York Times notes that "just 2

percent of the black population growth in the last decade occurred in counties that have

traditionally been black population centers." African-Americans moving South also tend to be young:

40 percent of those moving to Southern states in the 2010 Census count were ages 21 to 40.

Meaning that the political force of the latest phase of African-American reverse-migration South

will be felt for years to come. * The U.S. Census definition of "the South" includes Alabama, Arkansas,
D.C., Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and West Virginia. The Institute for Southern
Studies typically does not include DC, DE, MD and OK in its definition.

Black Belt Power: African-Americans come back South, change p... https://www.facingsouth.org/2011/09/black-power-african-americ...
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2017 Alabama 
US senate race



1. Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives (Federation) 

2. HOPE

3. Higher Purpose Co.

Economy Building in the Black Belt and Delta
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Remaking the Economy: 2019-2020 webinar season
NPQ goes on the (virtual) road

Fresno/
Central Valley

4-16-2020

Indian Country

11-21-2019

Los Angeles

1-16-2020

Buffalo

3-19-2020

Black Belt/
Miss. Delta

2-20-2020

New Mexico

10-17-2019

Chicago

5-21-2020

And beyond!
 



The Federation of Southern 
Cooperative/Land Assistance Fund is 
a non-profit, cooperative association, 
involving 20,000 low income rural 
families, organized into more than 75 
cooperatives, credit unions and 
community based economic 
development groups across the 
South. 

Overview



Our History/Background

• Cooperatives and credit unions were organized before, during and 
after the civil rights movement in the 60’s to address the basic 
necessities and survival of people in the community.

• Many of these cooperatives from all over the south came together in 
1966 at the Mt. Beulah Center in Mississippi for a meeting to share 
experiences and discuss the possibility of expanding the cooperative 
movement in the south. 

• FSC was organized in 1967 at the Interdenominational Theological 
Center in Atlanta, GA by 22 cooperatives as a direct outgrowth of the 
civil rights movement.



Our Mission
We strive toward the 
development of self-supporting 
communities through 
cooperative economic 
development, land retention and 
advocacy. 



• Cooperative 
Economic 
Development

•Land Retention
•Advocacy

Areas of Focus

Farmers Sorting Sweet Potatoes at Grand Marie 
Cooperative- Saint Landry Parish, Louisiana 



Our Challenge Statement
(re: Black Land Loss)

§ In 1910-218,000 black farmers owning 15 million acres of land.

§ According to the 1992 Census, only 18,000 black farmers owning 
roughly 2.3 million acres of land.



Poverty and Race in America

Source: Library of Congress

Source: Rural Policy Research Institute; Center for Applied Research & Environmental Studies

All 5 decades (Persistent Poverty)

4 decades 

0- No decades 

No Data 

3 decades 

2 decades 

1 decades 

Decades in Poverty



Implications of Persistent Poverty



Financial Inclusion Offices

Five states, 33 locations, 83% in majority Black counties



Financial Inclusion in Itta Bena

Indicator Itta Bena, 
MS

United 
States

Poverty Rate 42% 14.1%

Education 76.5% 87.7%

Median HH Income $20,417 $60,293

Unbanked / 
Underbanked 44.3% 25.2%

Black (%) 91.6% 12.7%





The mission of Higher Purpose Co. is to build community wealth 
with Black residents in Mississippi by supporting the ownership of 

financial, cultural, and political power. 

Our theory of change is anchored by an integrated model: 
asset building, narrative change, and advocacy.



❏ Building a network of Black Entrepreneurs

❏ Our definition of Black Entrepreneurs is 
inclusive of:
❏ Worker owners, farmers, artists, and 

creatives
❏ Black residents who identify as 

women, rural, millennials, and 
returning citizens

❏ Four Priority Areas:
❏ Food/Agriculture
❏ Health/Wellness
❏ Education
❏ Arts/Culture



Capital 
Matchmaking

Application 
Packaging

Business 
Growth Support

Structural Change:  
Higher Purpose Funding Network



Structural Change:  Higher Purpose HQ



Thank You! Email: Leonette@higherpurposeco.org
https://higherpurposeco.org/|

https://higherpurposeco.org/


Thank you for 
joining us!

Nonprofit Quarterly relies on your generous 
support. If you enjoyed this webinar, please 

consider donating today!
https://nonprofitquarterly.networkforgood.com/ 

Tell us what you thought! Use our special 
hashtag, #RebuildTheEconomy
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