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Demystifying national 
donor-advised funds
A deeper look at Fidelity Charitable® donors and how they give

Sponsored by

Join the conversation! 
Use our special 
hashtag, #DAFDonors
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$170,000    
additional funding

79
additional                   

preschoolers

Donor-advised funds: The multiplier effect



The impact of DAF giving is growing
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1Giving USA 2018
2National Philanthropic Trust 2018 Donor-Advised Fund Report

Total charitable 
giving in 2017

Total giving from 
DAFs in 2017

$410 billion1 $19 billion2

5% growth from 
previous year

20% growth from 
previous year
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Giving with a donor-advised fund (DAF)

Give
Donors make a

tax-deductible donation1…

Grow
…grow the donation tax-free…

Grant
…and support charities.

1For contributions of complex or non-publicly traded assets generally fair market value is determined by a qualified appraiser in compliance with IRS regulations. 



There is a vast array of donor-advised fund sponsors

There are more than 1,000 charities
with donor-advised fund (DAF) programs,
including national DAF sponsors.1
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1931

Today 1,000 charitable organizations sponsoring DAFs

• Academic institutions
• Religious charities
• Issue-specific funds
• Community foundations

NY Community Trust

1 National Philanthropic Trust 2018 Donor-Advised Fund Report



63K

Fidelity Charitable is one of the nation’s largest grantmakers
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Grant dollars have grown by nearly 5 times,
supporting twice as many nonprofits as 10 years ago.

Total dollars granted to charities

204,292
NUMBER OF DONORS

123,114
NUMBER OF GIVING 

ACCOUNTS

2009 2018

BILLION
$1.1

BILLION
$5.2 143K

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total charities supported

All data from the 2019 Fidelity Charitable Giving Report, unless otherwise indicated.
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Introducing a typical Fidelity Charitable donor

Video: https://youtu.be/4ibKR_9ZPhc

https://youtu.be/4ibKR_9ZPhc


DAF donors are strategic and committed
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12016 Fidelity Charitable Giving Report
2Fidelity Charitable, Time and Money: The Role of Volunteering in Philanthropy, 2014

Planning for the future, focusing on philanthropy

55yrs

AVERAGE DONOR AGE
AT OPENING

79%
VOLUNTEER THEIR 
TIME TO CHARITY2

68%
TO GIVE ME TIME TO 
DECIDE WHERE TO GIVE

62%
TO SUSTAIN MY GIVING THROUGH RETIREMENT

76%
TO DONATE APPRECIATED ASSETS, 
SUCH AS PUBLICLY TRADED STOCK, 
PRIVATELY HELD ASSETS



Other reasons donors use a DAF
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To better organize and keep 
a record of my giving69%

Source: 2015 Fidelity Charitable Giving Report

Financial Windfall
Because of a financial 
windfall, such as an 
inheritance or sale of a 
business

Year-End Bonus
To fund my giving from a 
year-end bonus or other 
variable income

27% 24%

Family
To bring my family 
together around giving26%

Financial Reasons

Strategic Planning Reasons

For investment 
growth
of charitable 
assets

76%



Donors actively support the causes they care about
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$17,670
Median Giving Account® balance

58%
Percentage of Giving Accounts 

with balances under $25,000

8%
Number of Giving Accounts with 
balances of more than $250,000

$4,092
AVERAGE GRANT SIZE OF MORE THAN $1 MILLION

582 grants

AVERAGE GRANTS PER 
GIVING ACCOUNT IN 2009

5.8 10.4
AVERAGE GRANTS PER 

GIVING ACCOUNT IN 2018



Three-quarters of contribution dollars are granted within 5 years
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Since inception:

61%
OF ALL CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED1

$35 billionGRANTED TO CHARITIES
NEARLY

20%
per year1

MORE THAN

1Internal Fidelity Charitable data

Within 1 year of a $100 contr ibution 5 years after the contribution 10 years after the contribution

Pace of contributions granted to charity

Dollars granted to charity Remaining dollars for grants

$63

$26
$12

$37

$74
$88



The giving patterns of donors mirror national trends
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Donors support both local and national charities,
with half of grant dollars going to donors’ home states1

12017 Fidelity Charitable Giving Report
22018 Giving USA

Education, society benefit,
and religion are top charitable sectors 

29%
Education

Fidelity Charitable Donors

Overall US Giving2

15%
Religion

14%
Education

31%
Religion

of grant dollars stay in 
donors’ home states

49%



It’s easy for donors to recommend grants online
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92% of grants are recommended online



Summing it all up: How Fidelity Charitable donors give
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Give strategically Give actively Give locally



Reaching DAF donors
6 tips and techniques for nonprofits
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Tip Recognize donors for DAF giving
And tag the correct donor in your database!

Fidelity Charitable grant communications Thank you letter—without a tax receipt

of grants go out with 
donor information

97%
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Tip Steward DAF donors in a way
that invites deeper engagement 
DAF donors set aside time and money for giving
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Tip Encourage donors to take advantage 
of DAF features

Fidelity Charitable 
donors:

Have a bequest
or legacy giving vehicle2

42%

Of donor grants 
are pre-scheduled

25%
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Tip Integrate DAFs into existing marketing materials
Add DAFs as another way to give
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Tip Integrate DAFs into existing marketing materials
Add DAF Direct as a donation option
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Tip Help us get you funds faster

1. Check your address 
in the IRS database

2. Sign up for EFT online – it only takes 3 steps!
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Tip Help donors understand your mission and programs
DAF donors engage with nonprofits to learn more about their work

of DAF donors conduct 
research before supporting 

new nonprofits

66%
Questions DAF donors may ask:

• What is your most successful program and why?
• What are areas of opportunity for your organization?
• Where does most of your funding come from?
• What are your most urgent needs?
• How do you keep your supporters up to date about your work?
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Recognize donors for DAF giving
Take the donor’s contact information from 
the grant communication and
thank them, not us!

Summing it up

1

Steward DAF donors in a way 
that invites deeper engagement 
DAF donors set aside time and money
for giving

2

Encourage donors to take 
advantage of DAF features 
Donors can easily maintain giving and 
create a legacy

3

Integrate DAFs into existing 
marketing materials
Include DAFs alongside other ways of giving
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Help us get you funds faster
Sign up for EFT to streamline grant the 
grant process
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Help donors understand your 
mission and programs
DAF donors engage with nonprofits to learn 
more about their work
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Thank you!

Fidelity Charitable is the brand name for Fidelity® Charitable Gift Fund, an independent public charity with a donor-advised fund program. Various Fidelity 
companies provide services to Fidelity Charitable. The Fidelity Charitable name and logo are registered service marks of FMR LLC, used by Fidelity Charitable 
under license. Giving Account is a registered service mark of the Trustees of Fidelity Charitable. 729729.4.0 
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Nonprofit Quarterly relies on your generous support. If you 
enjoyed this webinar, please consider becoming a member: 

https://webinars.nonprofitquarterly.org/products/leading-edge-membership

Tell us what you thought! 
Use our special hashtag, 

#DAFDonors

https://webinars.nonprofitquarterly.org/products/leading-edge-membership

