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Tarleton State University
Giving Day
This was the third annual giving day for the Tarleton community, and
what a day it was! Held on April 17, the date was a change-up from
previous giving days scheduled in early April during the university’s
Week of Service. However, believing that messaging was drowned out
during this busy timeframe, Tarleton moved the day to coincide with
their Founder’s Week. This was advantageous because it enhanced
exposure and aligned philanthropic messaging, as the university was
established through a $85K gift from founder John Tarleton.
Throughout the day, several major gifts spurred the dollar count higher
with 63 gifts of more than $1,000. Smaller gifts were also a big
contributor, with 658 gifts under $500 and 585 gifts under $100. There
was also a large uptick in faculty and staff participation, with many
opting to give through payroll deductions as a re-occuring gift.

Location

Stephenville,
TX
Total Enrollment

13,011

Endowment

$59M+
Founded

1899

Growing the Community
In addition to continuing to grow their online giving platform as part of
the event, Tarleton also employed a social media ambassador program
to get the word out to their community. They disseminated a social
media toolkit to their campuses, colleges, departments, library,
athletics, and student affairs and saw over 33,000 impressions across
their social platforms.
Tarleton’s goal for next year is to incorporate challenges to leverage
matching gifts. Tarleton has received several recurring major gifts from
corporations and individuals and sees these as an opportunity to
encourage engagement and smaller gifts. We’re sure that we will only
see this giving day grow by leaps and bounds in the future!
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Donor Count

75%
$395K+

Dollars Raised

20%
1,736

Unique Visitors

569

Donor Count

Jennifer Hawthorne
Development Director,
Annual Giving
“We were blown away. At
8am we knew we were
going to beat last year’s
numbers, but we didn’t
know we were going to
beat them like we did!"

