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Your Canadian Advantage in AI
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Valérie Plante
Mayor of Montréal

World Summit AI 2019

June 2019

A few of the world leaders developing their AI 
expertise in Montréal
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The Advantages of AI in 
Canada

Speaker: Layla El Asri
Research Team Lead, Borealis AI, RBC

World Summit AI 2019

My journey in 
Canada

Research scientist 
at Maluuba

Jan. 2016

Research team lead 
at Maluuba

July 2016

Acquisition of 
Maluuba by 
Microsoft

Feb. 2017

Research team lead 
at Borealis AI

July 2019

Invited by the 
government of 
Canada to speak at 
the World Summit 
AI

October 2019
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The Maluuba 
success story

Maluuba joins 
the velocity 
incubator in 
Waterloo

2011

$2 million 
funding from 
Samsung 
ventures

Feb. 2012

Product 
development 
and first 
contracts with 
smartphones, 
smart tvs, etc.

2012–2015

$9 million in 
Series A

2015

Research lab in 
Montreal and 
collaboration 
with Yoshua
Bengio

2016

Acquisition by 
Microsoft

2017

Scientific Advances
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CIFAR and the pan-
Canadian AI strategy

Historically, CIFAR (the Canadian 
Institute for Advanced Research) has 
been funding AI research through 
CIFAR chairs

Today, CIFAR is leading the pan-
Canadian AI strategy with 46 chairs 
across Canada and 3 major research 
institutes

The pan-Canadian strategy will 
distribute $125 million over 5 years

Scientific Leadership

Rich Sutton (amii) is one of the fathers of the 
field of reinforcement learning and a pioneer of 
Canada’s deep research capacity in data 
analytics and the foundation for AI

Yoshua Bengio (MILA) and Geoff Hinton (Vector 
Institute), ‘fathers of deep learning’, were 
awarded the 2019 Turing award for their 
contributions to AI
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How the university of Alberta has 
contributed to AI

Building an Ecosystem
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Some Facts About Canada

CANADA IS THE EASIEST 
PLACE TO START A 
BUSINESS IN THE 

G20. (WORLD BANK, 
DOING BUSINESS 2019)

CANADA IS A GLOBAL 
LEADER IN AI 

RESEARCH, WITH 650 AI 
COMPANIES, LARGELY 

START-UPS

MONTRÉAL HAS THE 
HIGHEST 

CONCENTRATION OF 
RESEARCHERS AND 

STUDENTS OF 
DEEP LEARNING IN THE 

WORLD.

TORONTO HAS THE 
HIGHEST 

CONCENTRATION OF AI 
START-UPS IN THE 

WORLD.

The AI super-cluster for supply chains

A super-cluster with 
$290 million of 

federal and 
provincial funding

SMEs: mentorship 
and access to 

intellectual 
property to develop 

products and 
services

AI researchers: 
participate in 

projects to fast 
track 

commercialization 
of technology

Students and 
professionals: get 

trained on using AI 
and intelligent 
supply chains. 
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International investments in AI

Borealis AI: a long-term investment from RBC, 
the largest bank in Canada



2019-10-23

9

One of the most funded AI startups in the 
world

World-renowned 
accelerators and incubators
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A  
Collaborative 
Ecosystem
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AI for Humanity

Ethical and 
Fair AI

“PROTECTING THE RIGHTS TO EQUALITY AND NON-
DISCRIMINATION IN ML SYSTEMS” 

THE TORONTO DECLARATION

“AI TO MAKE OUR SOCIETIES BETTER, IN THE BEST INTEREST 
OF, AND WITH RESPECT FOR EVERYONE” 

THE MONTREAL DECLARATION OF RESPONSIBLE AI
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AI for Climate 
Change

Reinventing Healthcare

A STRONG PUBLIC HEALTH CARE 
SYSTEM WHICH COLLECTS MASSIVE 

AMOUNTS OF DATA

INVESTMENTS TO LINK AND 
INTEGRATE HEALTH DATA TO MAKE 

BETTER USE OF THIS VALUABLE 
INFORMATION. 

FIRST-RATE UNIVERSITIES, 17 
RESEARCH HOSPITALS AND SOME OF 

THE WORLD’S TOP TALENT
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Why Canada?
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