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0. Introduction

1. Are great traders born or made? 
6 common traits of successful traders 

1.1. They always use a trading plan
1.1.1. Focus on the process, not the results
1.1.2. What’s a trading plan?
1.1.2. What should you do when you already have a 
trading plan in place?

1.2. They manage their emotions
1.2.1. Emotional fasting, the diet of the successful trader
1.2.2. Know your risk tolerance threshold to keep your 
worst enemy away: your fear
1.2.3. Aim to strike a delicate balance between 
confidence and humility

1.3. They treat trading like a business
1.3.1. Protect your capital from unnecessary risks
1.3.2. Do not over leverage your trades, you don’t need it!
1.3.3. Analyze your risk / reward ratio
1.3.4. Never forget to place a Stop Loss

 

1.4. They diversify
1.4.1. Most traders spend more energy searching the 
trading Holy Grail than exploiting the full potential of 
systems they already have
1.4.2. The key to diversification has s name of its own: 
uncorrelation
1.4.3. Diversify? I am a trader and not an investor

1.4.4. Trade in multiple time frames
1.4.5. Diversify by picking different markets and 
financial assets

1.5. They never stop learning
1.5.1. Understanding financial markets is a lifelong 
learning process
1.5.2. Become a student of the markets
1.5.3. Learn by teaching

1.6. They know and meet with other traders
1.6.1. No one better than other traders know how 
challenging this undertaking is
1.6.2. Why is it important to socialize with other traders?

2. Conclusion
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0.1. Are great traders born or made?
What do you think the main traits of a successful trader are?

• Big returns? 
• Nerves of steel? 
• Strict military self-discipline? 
• Fluke?
• ...

We’re sure you’d love to add a few more to the list, right?
 
At Darwinex we believe that there is only one way to discern between those who have 
reasonable possibilities to get to the trader’s Olympus and those who aren’t going to
make it. 

Only those truly passionate about trading and willing to devote all their effort and sacrifice, 
avoiding the innumerable obstacles they’ll have to face during this long and tortuous 
journey, will stand a chance to be part of the select club of successful traders.

If this is not your case, we strongly advise you to spend your time and money somewhere 
else unless you want to feel a perpetual sense of frustration.

Most novice traders seek only the Holy Grail - a trading set-up 
allowing you to make a killing with no effort.

However, in addition to passion, effort and sacrifice, there are specific features that 
successful traders have in common that help them get to the very top.

We will explain 6 of them in this e-book, which we hope will help you reduce the steep 
learning curve.

 
 
 

0.2. Is there a particular moment when you can 
unequivocally state that you’ve become a pro trader? 
 
There is no eureka moment, miraculous trading course or Holy Grail strategy that magically 
transforms you into a successful trader.

In 99,99% of the cases, this process is a journey similar to that precious trend chart traders 
like so much: two steps upwards, one step downwards, followed by a consolidation period 
until it reaches new heights.

Regardless of your personality, objectives and / or resources, the 
metamorphosis into a successful trader is a journey of constant 
improvement.

It is true that this happens faster in some traders than others, since some are better 
equipped in certain aspects than the average person. An example could be someone who 
does not suffer from loss aversion and is therefore comfortable cutting losing positions.

Without further ado let’s analyze the 6 common denominators shared by successful traders 
that will pave the way to your final destination.
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