
Tampa Preparatory School 
Summer Reading  -  2020 

 
Summer reading books may be read in either ebook OR print form, as students prefer.  
The following list offers choices among literary works that are contemporary or classic, 
but all are relevant to students' lives. While the focus remains on the traditional canon 
during the school year, these summer reading choices were selected in the hope that 
they would resonate with students and nurture their love of reading.  
 
In addition to the grade level reading, students are responsible for participating in the 
school-wide summer reading program: ASPIRE.  ASPIRE stands for “A Summer Program in 
Reading Enrichment” and was developed to inspire pleasure reading with students. Faculty, 
administration, and staff have chosen a book- fiction or non-fiction- to sponsor, ​one of which 
students will sign up to read over the summer and then meet for a discussion in the fall​. 
 
If you have forgotten what book you signed up for, or if you are a new enrollee to Prep and have 
yet to sign up for an ASPIRE book, please email aspire@tampaprep by ​July 27, 2020​.  
 
ENGLISH 10 World Literature and Composition  
(Students will read ​THREE​ books) 
 
1. REQUIRED: Your assigned ASPIRE book: ​Check your email for your ASPIRE title. You 
should have gotten a confirmation email when signing up. Send an email to 
aspire@tampaprep.org if you cannot find that confirmation email. 
 
2. REQUIRED: ​Long Way Down ​by Jason Reynolds 
 
An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is National Book Award finalist and ​New York Times 
bestseller Jason Reynolds’s fiercely stunning novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the 
time it takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. 
 
A cannon. A strap. 
A piece. A biscuit. 
A burner. A heater. 
A chopper. A gat. 
A hammer 
A tool 
for RULE 
 
Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his 
jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. 
Revenge​. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, 
the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who 
he’s after. Or does he? As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, 
is who gave Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even 
loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired 
Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger 



huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door 
to the next floor opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. 
Will doesn’t know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut 
through the playground, and Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she 
wants to know, on that fifth floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back 
waistband of his jeans, MISSES. 
 
And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop 
someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he 
thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if WILL gets ​off ​that elevator. 
 
Told in short, fierce staccato narrative verse, ​Long Way Down​ is a fast and furious, dazzlingly 
brilliant look at teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds. 
(​Amazon​). 
  
 ​3. Choose ONE of the following three to read: 
*These selections were carefully chosen because they parallel important themes that will 
be studied in class.  Although the publishers have  marketed them as appropriate for this 
age group, some of these choices contain some mature content. If you have any 
reservations, please do some further reading to ascertain their suitability for your child. 
The English Department is happy to suggest alternate readings as requested.  
 
 
The Color of Magic ​- Terry Pratchett 
Terry Pratchett's profoundly irreverent, bestselling novels have garnered him a revered 
position in the halls of parody next to the likes of Mark Twain, Kurt Vonnegut, Douglas Adams, 
and Carl Hiaasen. The Color of Magic is Terry Pratchett's maiden voyage through the 
now-legendary land of Discworld. This is where it all begins -- with the tourist Twoflower and 
his wizard guide, Rincewind. 
 
(​Amazon​). 
 
Magic for Liars​ - Sarah Gailey 
 
Sharp, mainstream fantasy meets compelling thrills of investigative noir in ​Magic for Liars​, a fantasy 
debut by rising star Sarah Gailey. 
 
Ivy Gamble was born without magic and never wanted it. 
 
Ivy Gamble is perfectly happy with her life – or at least, she’s perfectly fine. 
 
She doesn't in any way wish she was like Tabitha, her estranged, gifted twin sister. 
 
Ivy Gamble is a liar. 
 
When a gruesome murder is discovered at The Osthorne Academy of Young Mages, where her 
estranged twin sister teaches Theoretical Magic, reluctant detective Ivy Gamble is pulled into the 
world of untold power and dangerous secrets. She will have to find a murderer and reclaim her 
sister—without losing herself. 



 
(​Amazon). 
 
The Complete Persepolis ​- Marjane Satrapi 
Here, in one volume: Marjane Satrapi's best-selling, internationally acclaimed graphic memoir. 
 
Persepolis​ is the story of Satrapi's unforgettable childhood and coming of age within a large and 
loving family in Tehran during the Islamic Revolution; of the contradictions between private life and 
public life in a country plagued by political upheaval; of her high school years in Vienna facing the 
trials of adolescence far from her family; of her homecoming--both sweet and terrible; and, finally, of 
her self-imposed exile from her beloved homeland. It is the chronicle of a girlhood and adolescence 
at once outrageous and familiar, a young life entwined with the history of her country yet filled with 
the universal trials and joys of growing up. 
 
Edgy, searingly observant, and candid, often heartbreaking but threaded throughout with raw humor 
and hard-earned wisdom--​Persepolis​ is a stunning work from one of the most highly regarded, 
singularly talented graphic artists at work today. 
(​Amazon).  
 
 


