
Tampa Preparatory School 
Summer Reading  -  2020 

 
Summer reading books may be read in either ebook OR print form, as students prefer.  
The following list offers choices among literary works that are contemporary or classic, but all are 
relevant to students' lives. While the focus remains on the traditional canon during the school year, 
these summer reading choices were selected in the hope that they would resonate with students and 
nurture their love of reading.  
 
In addition to the grade level reading, students are responsible for participating in the school-wide summer 
reading program: ASPIRE.  ASPIRE stands for “A Summer Program in Reading Enrichment” and was 
developed to inspire pleasure reading with students. Faculty, administration, and staff have chosen a book- 
fiction or non-fiction- to sponsor, ​one of which students will sign up to read over the summer and then 
meet for a discussion in the fall​. 
 
If you have forgotten what book you signed up for, or if you are a new enrollee to Prep and have yet to sign up 
for an ASPIRE book, please email aspire@tampaprep by ​July 27, 2020​.  
 

 ​ENGLISH 12/AP  English Literature and Composition 
Please contact Ms. Noël Monea (​nmonea@tampaprep.org​) with any questions. 

  
Students will read ​FIVE​ books total. Fill out this ​FORM​ once you’ve selected your books.  
 
1.Your assigned ASPIRE book:​ ​Check your email for your ASPIRE title. You should have gotten a 
confirmation email when signing up. Send an email to aspire@tampaprep.org if you cannot find that 
confirmation email. 
 
2. Read ​ONE​ of the following titles by Jason Reynolds to read. 
 
Stamped: Racism, Anti-Racism, and You​ by Jason Reynolds & Ibram X. Kendi 
“The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create dynamics that separate and silence. 
This remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book Award-winning ​Stamped from the Beginning 
reveals the history of racist ideas in America, and inspires hope for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race 
journey from then to now, shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers. It also proves 
that while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited.  
 
Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative written by beloved award-winner Jason Reynolds, this 
book shines a light on the many insidious forms of racist ideas - and on ways listeners can identify and stamp out 
racist thoughts in their daily lives.” --Amazon 
 
Long Way Down​ by Jason Reynolds 
“A cannon. A strap. 
A piece. A biscuit. 
A burner. A heater. 
A chopper. A gat. 
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A hammer 
A tool 
for RULE 
 
Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, 
his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. ​Revenge​. That’s 
where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his 
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he? 
 
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the gun 
before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when Will sees that 
one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know 
that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck’s in the elevator? 
 
Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A teenage girl gets on, waves away 
the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. 
And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and 
so what she wants to know, on that fifth floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back 
waistband of his jeans, MISSES. 
 
And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone 
connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. A story 
that might never know an END…if Will gets ​off ​that elevator. 
 
Told in short, fierce staccato narrative verse, ​Long Way Down​ is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at 
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds”--Simon & Schuster Publishing 
 
3. Read ​ONE​ ​of the following biographies. 
 
Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Cure the World​, Tracy Kidder 
“Kidder tells the true story of a gifted man who is in love with the world and has set out to do all he can to cure 
it.  
At the center of Mountains Beyond Mountains stands Paul Farmer. Doctor, Harvard professor, renowned 
infectious-disease specialist, anthropologist, the recipient of a MacArthur "genius" grant, world-class Robin 
Hood, Farmer was brought up in a bus and on a boat, and in medical school found his life's calling: to diagnose 
and cure infectious diseases and to bring the lifesaving tools of modern medicine to those who need them 
most. This magnificent book shows how radical change can be fostered in situations that seem 
insurmountable, and it also shows how a meaningful life can be created, as Farmer--brilliant, charismatic, 
charming, both a leader in international health and a doctor who finds time to make house calls in Boston and 
the mountains of Haiti--blasts through convention to get results” --Amazon.  
 
The Woman Who Smashed Codes: A True Story of Love, Spies, and the Unlikely Heroine Who 
Outwitted America’s Enemies​, Jason Fagone 
“...Jason Fagone chronicles the life of this extraordinary woman who played an integral role in our nation’s 
history—from the Great War to the Cold War. He traces Elizebeth’s developing career through World War I, 
Prohibition, and the struggle against fascism. She helped catch gangsters and smugglers, exposed a Nazi spy 
ring in South America, and fought a clandestine battle of wits against Hitler’s Reich, cracking multiple versions 



of the Enigma machine used by German operatives to conceal their communications. And through it all, she 
served as muse to her husband, a master of puzzles, who astonished friends and foes alike. Inside an army 
vault in Washington, he worked furiously to break Purple, the Japanese version of Enigma—and eventually 
succeeded, at a terrible cost to his personal life”--Amazon. 
 
No Better Friend: Young Reader’s Edition: A Man, a Dog, and Their Incredible True Story of Friendship 
and Survival During World War II​, Robert Weintraub 
“No Better Friend ​tells the incredible true story of Frank Williams, a radarman in Britain's Royal Air Force, and 
Judy, a purebred pointer, who met as prisoners of war during World War II. Judy, who became the war's only 
official canine POW, was a fiercely loyal dog who sensed danger--warning her fellow prisoners of imminent 
attacks and protecting them from brutal beatings. Frank and Judy's friendship, an unbreakable bond forged in 
the worst circumstances, is one of the great recently unearthed stories of World War II” --Amazon. 
 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks​ by Rebecca Skloot 
“Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer 
who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one 
of the most important tools in medicine: The first “immortal” human cells grown in culture, which are still alive 
today, though she has been dead for more than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio 
vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important 
advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions.  
 
Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, buried in an unmarked grave. 
 
Henrietta’s family did not learn of her “immortality” until more than twenty years after her death, when scientists 
investigating HeLa began using her husband and children in research without informed consent. And though 
the cells had launched a multimillion-dollar industry that sells human biological materials, her family never saw 
any of the profits. As Rebecca Skloot so brilliantly shows, the story of the Lacks family—past and present—is 
inextricably connected to the dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, and 
the legal battles over whether we control the stuff we are made of.  
 
Over the decade it took to uncover this story, Rebecca became enmeshed in the lives of the Lacks 
family—especially Henrietta’s daughter Deborah. Deborah was consumed with questions: Had scientists 
cloned her mother? Had they killed her to harvest her cells? And if her mother was so important to medicine, 
why couldn’t her children afford health insurance?  
 
Intimate in feeling, astonishing in scope, and impossible to put down, ​The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
captures the beauty and drama of scientific discovery, as well as its human consequences” --Amazon 
 
Unbroken (The Young Reader’s Adaptation): An Olympian’s Journey from Airman to Castaway to 
Captive, ​ Laura Hillenbrand 
“Louis Zamperini grew up in California and was headed toward juvenile delinquency. He smoked at 5, drank at 
8, and went on to stealing and pranking, until older brother Pete got Louis into something more productive: 
running. Louis eventually became a world-class runner, ultimately competing at the 1936 Olympics. With World 
War II looming, Louis joined the Army Air Corps, and it was with the downing of his B-24 bomber that his 
harrowing journey began. Adrift in the Pacific Ocean in a raft, attacked by sharks, brutalized as a POW in 
Japanese slave-labor camps, Louis’ is a tale of survival against all odds. This solid adaptation is half the length 
of the original, more visual (with more, and sometimes larger, photographs), less descriptive and swifter paced, 
and it avoids such adult themes as the sexual sadism of evil Cpl. Watanabe, the man so intent on destroying 



Louis in the POW camp outside Tokyo. A fascinating appended interview with Louis Zamperini explores issues 
of survival and heroism” --Kirkus. 
 
 
4. Read ​TWO​ ​of the following selections.   
 
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao​ by Junot Diaz 
“Oscar is a sweet but disastrously overweight ghetto nerd who—from the New Jersey home he shares with his 
old world mother and rebellious sister—dreams of becoming the Dominican J.R.R. Tolkien and, most of all, 
finding love. But Oscar may never get what he wants. Blame the fukú—a curse that has haunted Oscar’s 
family for generations, following them on their epic journey from Santo Domingo to the USA. Encapsulating 
Dominican-American history, ​The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao​ opens our eyes to an astonishing vision 
of the contemporary American experience and explores the endless human capacity to persevere—and risk it 
all—in the name of love”-- junodiaz.com. 
 
Dracula​ by Bram Stoker 
“Acting on behalf of his firm of solicitors, Jonathan Harker travels to the Carpathian Mountains to finalize the 
sale of England's Carfax Abbey to Transylvanian noble Count Dracula. Little does he realize that, in doing so, 
he endangers all that he loves. For Dracula is one of the Un-dead—a centuries-old vampire who sleeps by day 
and stalks by night, feasting on the blood of his helpless victims. Once on English soil, the count sets his sights 
on Jonathan's circle of associates, among them his beloved wife Mina. To thwart Dracula's evil designs, 
Jonathan and his friends will have to accept as truth the most preposterous superstitions concerning vampires, 
and in the company of legendary vampire hunter Abraham Van Helsing, embark on an unholy adventure for 
which even their worst nightmares have not prepared them”--Barnes & Noble. 
 
The Song of Achilles​ by Madeline Miller 
“Greece in the age of Heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has been exiled to the kingdom of Phthia. 
Here he is nobody, just another unwanted boy living in the shadow of King Peleus and his golden son, Achilles. 

Achilles, “best of all the Greeks,” is everything Patroclus is not—strong, beautiful, the child of a goddess—and 
by all rights their paths should never cross. Yet one day, Achilles takes the shamed prince under his wing and 
soon their tentative connection gives way to a steadfast friendship. As they grow into young men skilled in the 
arts of war and medicine, their bond blossoms into something far deeper—despite the displeasure of Achilles’ 
mother Thetis, a cruel sea goddess with a hatred of mortals. 

Fate is never far from the heels of Achilles. When word comes that Helen of Sparta has been kidnapped, the 
men of Greece are called upon to lay siege to Troy in her name. Seduced by the promise of a glorious destiny, 
Achilles joins their cause. Torn between love and fear for his friend, Patroclus follows Achilles into war, little 
knowing that the years that follow will test everything they have learned, everything they hold dear. And that, 
before he is ready, he will be forced to surrender his friend to the hands of Fate. 

Profoundly moving and breathtakingly original, this rendering of the epic Trojan War is a dazzling feat of the 
imagination, a devastating love story, and an almighty battle between gods and kings, peace and glory, 
immortal fame and the human heart” (madelinemiller.com). 

The Picture of Dorian Gray​ by Oscar Wilde 
“In this celebrated work, his only novel, Wilde forged a devastating portrait of the effects of evil and debauchery 
on a young aesthete in late-19th-century England. Combining elements of the Gothic horror novel and 
decadent French fiction, the book centers on a striking premise: As Dorian Gray sinks into a life of crime and 



gross sensuality, his body retains perfect youth and vigor while his recently painted portrait grows day by day 
into a hideous record of evil, which he must keep hidden from the world. For over a century, this mesmerizing 
tale of horror and suspense has enjoyed wide popularity. It ranks as one of Wilde's most important creations 
and among the classic achievements of its kind”--Amazon. 
 
There, There​ by Tommy Orange 
Tommy Orange’s wondrous and shattering novel follows twelve characters from Native communities: all 
traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they may not yet realize. Among 
them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and trying to make it back to the family she left behind. Dene 
Oxendene, pulling his life together after his uncle’s death and working at the powwow to honor his memory. 
Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming to perform traditional dance for the very first time. Together, this chorus of 
voices tells of the plight of the urban Native American—grappling with a complex and painful history, with an 
inheritance of beauty and spirituality, with communion and sacrifice and heroism. Hailed as an instant classic, 
There There​ is at once poignant and unflinching, utterly contemporary and truly unforgettable”-- Penguin 
Random House Publishing. 
 
To the Lighthouse​ by Virginia Woolf 
“Radiant as [To the Lighthouse] is in its beauty, there could never be a mistake about it: here is a novel to the 
last degree severe and uncompromising. I think that beyond being about the very nature of reality, it is itself a 
vision of reality.”—Eudora Welty, from the Introduction.The serene and maternal Mrs. Ramsay, the tragic yet 
absurd Mr. Ramsay, and their children and assorted guests are on holiday on the Isle of Skye. From the 
seemingly trivial postponement of a visit to a nearby lighthouse, Woolf constructs a remarkable, moving 
examination of the complex tensions and allegiances of family life and the conflict between men and 
women”--Amazon. 
 
 

 


