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By mid-November 2017 the rainy season has typically 
started.  In parts of Zambia, there were good rains though 
farther south conditions were already less than normal. 

Southern Africa ςobserved  23 November - 21 December 2017
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Much of southern Malawi and Zimbabwe were much drier than 
normal.   This period is typically a time of planting.

*see last page for terms explanation



P/PETMap 3

Not only are things drier than normal but the current moisture 
availability conditions (P/PET) indicate too dry for healthy maize growth.
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Map 4   P/PET vs P/PET LTN
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Southern Africa ςobserved  22 December ς21 January

By mid-January, late November crops may be flowering ςa 
particularly sensitive time for yield impacting drought stress.   
Current P/PET would indicate moisture stress.



P vs. 
P LTN

Precipitation compared to LTN Precipitation

22 December 2017   - 21 January 2018

Significant rainfall deficit across the region 
ςas compared to the 2006-2016 average.  

Germination 
and early crop 
vegetative 
stage is likely 
compromised.

Map 5 P vs  P LTN

Crop calendars 
ǎƘƻǿ ΨǿƘŜƴΩ



Southern Africa ςobserved P/PET  as compared to the expected LTN P/PET 

22 December 2017   - 21 January 2018

Map 3:  (repeated) P/PET                                                                           Map 6:      Expected LTN P/PET                       

P/PET

Expected P/PET (Map 6) presents what 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΧ   tƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
good crop growing conditions.



P vs. 
P LTN

Southern Africa ςzoom into southern Malawi and surrounding area 

Precipitation compared to LTN Precipitation
22 January - 19 February  2018

Rains definitely arrived at the very end of January 
and into February for the southern part of this 
area ςbut southern Malawi remained dry



Current vs LTN at Zomba,  Malawi 
(-15.39, 35.39)   eP = 30mm

Current vs LTN at Balaka,  Malawi (-14.91, 34.85)   eP = 30mm

Southern Africa ςzoom into a location 

With rainfall scarce from end December ς
ŜƴŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ŎǊƻǇ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψол 
Řŀȅ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎΩ Ŝtκt9¢ ŎƘŀǊǘǎΣ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǳǘŜΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ 
below 1.0.




