For Information:
For more information on the General Industrial
Storm Water Permit contact:
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)
(916) 657-1146 or www.swrcb.ca.gov/ or, at your
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).
Santa Ana Region (8)
California Tower
3737 Main Street, Ste. 500
Riverside, CA 92501-3339
(909) 782-4130

DID YOU KNOW . . .
YOUR FACILITY MAY
NEED A STORM WATER
PERMIT?

In recent years, awareness of the need
to protect water quality has increased.
As a result, federal, state, and local
programs have been established to
reduce polluted stormwater discharges to
our waterways. The emphasis of these
programs is to prevent stormwater
pollution since it’s much easier, and less
costly, than cleaning up “after the fact.”

Colorado River Basin Region (7)
73-720 Fred Waring Dr., Ste. 100
Palm Desert, CA 92260
(760) 346-7491

SPILL RESPONSE AGENCY:
HAZ-MAT:
(909) 358-5055
HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL: (909) 358-5055
RECYCLING INFORMATION:
1-800-366-SAVE
TO REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING OR A CLOGGED
STORM DRAIN:
1-800-506-2555

StormWater
CleanWater

PROTECTION PROGRAM

Riverside County gratefully acknowledges the State
Water Quality Control Board and the American Public
Works Association, Storm Water Quality Task Force for
the information provided in this brochure.

Riverside County has two drainage systems - sanitary sewers and storm drains.
The storm drain system is designed to help prevent flooding by carrying excess
rainwater away from streets. Since the storm drain system does not provide for
water treatment, it also serves the
unintended function of transporting
pollutants directly to our waterways.
Unlike sanitary sewers, storm
drains are not connected to a
treatment plant - they flow directly
to our local streams, rivers and
lakes.

San Diego Region (9)
9771 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., Ste. A
San Diego, CA 92124
(619) 467-2952

To order additional brochures or to obtain information
on other pollution prevention activities, call:
(909) 955-1111.

StormWater Pollution . . . What you should know

Many industrial facilities
and manufacturing operations
must obtain coverage under the
Industrial Activities Storm Water
General Permit

FIND OUT

IF YOUR FACILITY
MUST OBTAIN A PERMIT

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
In 1987, the Federal Clean Water Act was amended to establish a framework for
regulating industrial stormwater discharges under the NPDES permit program. In
California, NPDES permits are issued by the State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCB) and the nine (9) Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCB). In
general, certain industrial facilities and manufacturing operations must obtain
coverage under the Industrial Activities Storm Water General Permit if the type of
facilities or operations falls into one of the several categories described in this
brochure.

How Do I Know If I Need A Permit?
Following are general descriptions of the
industry categories types that are regulated by the
Industrial Activities Storm Water General Permit.
Contact your local Region Water Quality Control
Board to determine if your facility/operation
requires coverage under the Permit.
Facilities such as cement manufacturing;
Ü
feedlots; fertilizer manufacturing; petroleum
refining; phosphate manufacturing; steam electric
power generation; coal mining; mineral mining
and processing; ore mining and dressing; and
asphalt emulsion;
Facilities classified as lumber and wood
Ü
products (except wood kitchen cabinets); pulp,
paper, and paperboard mills; chemical producers
(except some pharmaceutical and biological
products); petroleum and coal products; leather
production and products; stone, clay and glass
products; primary metal industries; fabricated
structural metal; ship and boat building and
repairing;
Active or inactive mining operations and
Ü
oil and gas exploration, production, processing, or
treatment operations;
Ü
Hazardous waste treatment, storage, or
disposal facilities;

Ü
Landfills, land application sites and open
dumps that receive or have received any industrial
waste; unless there is a new overlying land use
such as a golf course, park, etc., and there is no
discharge associated with the landfill;
Ü
Facilities involved in the recycling of
materials, including metal scrap yards, battery
reclaimers, salvage yards, and automobile
junkyards;
Ü
Steam electric power generating facilities,
facilities that generate steam for electric power by
combustion;
Ü
Transportation facilities that have vehicle
maintenance shops, fueling facilities, equipment
cleaning operations, or airport deicing operations.
This includes school bus maintenance facilities
operated by a school district;
Ü

What are the requirements of the
Industrial Activities Storm Water General Permit?
The basic requirements of the Permit are:
1. The facility must eliminate any non-stormwater discharges or obtain a separate permit for such
discharges.
2. The facility must develop and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). The
SWPPP must identify sources of pollutants that may be exposed to stormwater. Once the sources of
pollutants have been identified, the facility operator must develop and implement Best Management
Practices (BMPs) to minimize or prevent polluted runoff.
Guidance in preparing a SWPPP is available from a document prepared by the California Storm Water
Quality Task Force called the California Storm Water Best Management Practice Handbook.
3. The facility must develop and implement a Monitoring Program that includes conducting visual
observations and collecting samples of the facility’s storm water discharges associated with industrial
activity. The General Permit requires that the analysis be conducted by a laboratory that is certified by the
State of California.
4. The facility must submit to the Regional Board, every July 1, an annual report that includes the results of
its monitoring program.

Sewage treatment facilities;

Facilities that have areas where material
Ü
handling equipment or activities, raw materials,
intermediate products, final products, waste
materials, by-products, or industrial machinery
are exposed to storm water.

How do I obtain coverage under the
Industrial Activities Storm Water General Permit?
Obtain a permit application package from your local Regional Water Quality Control Board listed on the back
of this brochure or the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). Submit a completed Notice of Intent
(NOI) form, site map and the appropriate fee ($250 or $500) to the SWRCB. Facilities must submit an NOI
thirty (30) days prior to beginning operation. Once you submit the NOI, the State Board will send you a letter
acknowledging receipt of your NOI and will assign your facility a waste discharge identification number (WDID
No.). You will also receive an annual fee billing. These billings should roughly coincide with the date the State
Board processed your original NOI submittal.

A Non-Storm Water Discharge is... any
discharge to a storm drain system that is not
composed entirely of storm water. The following
non-storm water discharges are authorized by the
General Permit: fire hydrant flushing; potable
water sources, including potable water related to
the operation, maintenance, or testing of potable
water systems; drinking fountain water;
atmospheric condensates including refrigeration,
air conditioning, and compressor condensate;
irrigation drainage; landscape watering; springs;
non-contaminated ground water; foundation or
footing drainage; and sea water infiltration where
the sea waters are discharged back into the sea
water source.

A BMP is . . . a technique, process, activity,
or structure used to reduce the pollutant content of
a storm water discharge. BMPs may include
simple, non-structural methods such as good
housekeeping, staff training and preventive
maintenance. Additionally, BMPs may include
structural modifications such as the installation of
berms, canopies or treatment control (e.g. setting
basins, oil/water separators, etc.)

WARNING: There are significant penalties for non-compliance: a minimum fine of $5,000 for failing to obtain permit
coverage, and, up to $10,000 per day, per violation plus $10 per gallon of discharge in excess of 1,000 gallons.

