
The Future  
o f  Educat ion

Educat ion  is  in  f lux .  
 

Bus inesses  and  educa t iona l  i ns t i t u t i ons

a re  fee l i ng  the  p ressu re  to  keep  up  w i th

acce le ra t i ng  work fo rce  and  indus t r y

changes .  The i r  emp loyees  and  s tuden ts

a re  i n  a  cons tan t  s ta te  o f  i nges t ,  l ea rn ing

emerg ing  techno log ies  and  new

know ledge-based  sk i l l s .  Espec ia l l y  i n

indus t r i es  l i ke  eng ineer ing  and

manu fac tu r ing  tha t  a re  t rans fo rm ing

dramat i ca l l y  i n  the  In fo rma t ion  Age ,  the

p ipe l i ne  o f  sk i l l ed ,  qua l i f i ed  worke rs  i sn ’ t

f u l l .  Compan ies  a re  r i gh t fu l l y  concerned

abou t  the  fu tu re .

 

Emp loye rs  a re  beg inn ing  to  l ook  deeper

and  more  c rea t i ve l y  a t  t he  human  cap i ta l

supp ly  cha in .  Appren t i cesh ips  a re  re -

emerg ing  as  mechan isms  to  teach  spec i f i c

techn ica l  sk i l l s .  I n te rnsh ips  a re  enab l i ng

compan ies  to  assess  so f t  sk i l l s  and  va lue

a l i gnmen t .  And  one-  to  two-year

ce r t i f i ca te  p rog rams  focused  on  n i che

academics ,  t echn ica l  sk i l l s ,  and

voca t iona l  sk i l l s  a re  c los ing  sk i l l s  gaps .

“THE ILL ITERATE OF
THE 21ST CENTURY
WILL NOT BE THOSE
WHO CANNOT READ
AND WRITE,  BUT
THOSE WHO CANNOT
LEARN,  UNLEARN,  AND
RELEARN."

 
―  ALVIN  TOFFLER

Profess iona l
cer t i f ica t ions . . .a re
becoming more  sought
a f te r  than  t rad i t iona l
degree  educat ion .

~ Pew Research  Cen te r

HOW WILL  THE
FUTURE CHANGE 
THE NATURE OF

LEARNING &
EDUCATION? 

How can  bus inesses  pa r tne r  w i th

educa t ion  ins t i t u t i ons  to  ensure

s tuden ts  have  the  sk i l l s  t hey

need  to  be  success fu l  i n  the

fu tu re?

 

How can  o rgan iza t ions

inco rpo ra te  educa t ion  advances

in to  the i r  own  t ra in ing  p rog rams?

 

How can  bus inesses  ensure  the i r

fu tu re  emp loyees  have  the  sk i l l s

they  need  to  be  success fu l?

 

Oppor tun i t y  i s  a  un i ve rsa l  r i gh t
and  educa t ion  i s  t he  pa th  to
oppor tun i t y .  A  f rank  pub l i c
d i scou rse  i s  needed  a round  wha t
needs  to  happen  now to  secu re
the  nex t  genera t i on ’ s  p roduc t i ve
and  p ro f i t ab le  fu tu re .

https://www.tofflerassociates.com/vanishing-point/applying-a-19th-century-innovation-to-todays-talent-crisis


Imagine  i f…   
Over  the  nex t  10  yea rs ,  non - t rad i t i ona l

l ea rn ing  a l te rna t i ves  reduce  the  ave rage

annua l  cos t  t o  a t tend  a  fou r -yea r  p r i va te

un ive rs i t y  f rom $48 ,510  in  2020  to  $34 ,245  in

2030 .  Wh i le  t rad i t i ona l  deg rees  w i l l  r ema in

necessary  fo r  ca ree r  pa ths  l i ke  med ic ine ,

popu la r i t y  w i l l  r i se  fo r  f l ex ib le ,  remote ,  and

sk i l l s -based  mode ls .  These  p rog rams  a re

suppor ted  by  cu t t i ng -edge  VR and  AR

techno logy ,  g i v ing  s tuden ts  an  immers i ve

lea rn ing  exper ience  in  the i r  own

env i ronmen t .  Wi l l  g rea te r  access  to
educa t ion  and  mass  cus tomiza t i on  p repare
s tuden ts  be t te r  f o r  t he  j obs  o f  t he  fu tu re?
 

Imagine  i f…  

Soc ia l  l ea rn ing  p la t fo rms  w i l l  p rov ide  a

v i r tua l ,  pee r - to -peer  env i ronmen t  where

peop le  exp lo re  a  sub jec t  t oge the r .

Co l l abo ra t i on  rep laces  the  teacher -s tuden t

dynamic .  These  p la t fo rms ,  con ten t ,  and

techno logy  a l l ow  l i f e long  lea rne rs  to  be

perpe tua l l y  add ing  to  the i r  know ledge ,  no

mat te r  where  they  a re  i n  the  wor ld .   How can
organ iza t i ons  and  p ro fess iona ls  l eve rage  new
lea rn ing  p la t fo rms?
 

 

Imagine  i f…  
The  p ro l i f e ra t i on  o f  access ib le ,  d ig i t a l l y -

enab led  non- t rad i t i ona l  educa t ion  mode ls

a l l ows  p ro fess iona ls  to  qu i ck l y  and  a f fo rdab ly

deepen  the i r  know ledge  as  they  pu rsue  new

sk i l l s  and  f i e lds .  On l i ne  educa t ion  p rog ram

enro l lmen t  g rows  to  25  m i l l i on  new en ro l l ees

per  yea r ,  up  f rom abou t  5  m i l l i on  i n  2020 .

Compan ies  l i ke  Course ra ,  YouTubeEDU and

Net f l i xEd  have  access ib le  and  a f fo rdab le

l i b ra r ies  o f  engag ing  con ten t  t ha t  cove rs

a lmos t  any  a rea  o f  i n te res t .  How many  jobs
and  sk i l l s  w i l l  a  pe rson  acqu i re  p r io r  t o
re t i remen t?
 

Imagine  i f…  
Compan ies  c rea te  co rpo ra te  un ive rs i t i es  to

ensure  emp loyees  have  the   sk i l l s  t o  succeed .

To  reach  deeper  i n to  the  p ipe l i ne ,

co rpo ra t i ons  beg in  o f fe r i ng  scho la rsh ips  to

p romis ing  7 th  and  8 th -g rade  s tuden ts  fo r  t hese

un ive rs i t i es ,  becoming  ac t i ve  p laye rs  i n  the

educa t ion  space .  S tuden ts  l ea rn  th rough

emp loyee- focused  appren t i cesh ips ,  t ra in ing ,

and  educa t iona l  resources .  How w i l l  t h i s
impac t  t he  va lue  p ropos i t i on  o f  t rad i t i ona l
h ighe r  educa t ion?
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34  s ta tes  con t r i bu te  l ess  fund ing  to  pub l i c
educa t ion  on  a  pe r -s tuden t  bas is  than  they
d id  p re - recess ion .
 
Persona l i zed  lea rn ing  con ten t  i s  ta i l o red  v ia
A I  ana lys i s  o f  l ea rn ing  s ty le ,  i n te res t ,  and
sk i l l .
 
Peop le  i n  the i r  20s  cou ld  work  i n to  the i r
80s ,  requ i r i ng  con t inu ing  educa t ion  fo r  50 -
60  years .
 
The  Ne the r lands  o f fe rs  36  d i f f e ren t  t ypes  o f
schoo ls ,  a l l ow ing  fo r  g rea te r  s tuden t
pe rsona l i za t i on .

In  the  U .S .  the re  a re  approx ima te l y  8
ne tworked  dev ices  pe r  pe rson ,  a
number  expec ted  to  c l imb  to  13 .6  pe r
pe rson  by  2022 .  
 
Eye - t rack ing  he lps  ana lyze  the
process ing  o f  v i sua l  i n fo rmat ion  fo r
lea rne r  assessment  and  p rog ress .
 
5G,  the  key  to  e leva t ing  VR and  AR,  w i l l
b r i ng  us  to  more  pho to rea l  env i ronment .

CURRENT REALIT IES
SHAPING THE FUTURE

Take  a  journey  in to  the  fu ture .  Imagine  and  recognize  how
technology ,  corpora te  needs ,  and  learn ing  resources  wi l l
reshape  how educat ion  happens  and  how i ts  va lue  is  measured .


