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A Nephew’s ‘'Coming Out’

I am the only practicing Catholic in my family of birth and my husband’s. My only
nephew may soon “come out” to our overseas family about his homosexuality and
same-sex relationship. We will be visiting his family soon. How do I respond if

my nephew asks me directly how I feel about his sexual orientation and same-sex
marriage? I want to be true to my faith and still be a loving aunt without appear-
ing to condone his lifestyle.

He will always be your nephew, a man created and loved by God. His “coming
out” does not change that.

It also does not oblige you to accept as equivalent to heterosexual marriage a
same-sex civil union or a marriage blessed in another Church. This is not an easy
family situation for anyone. Your instincts as a loving aunt should help you find an
honest response about which you can be proud.

Quick Questions and Answers

Do Catholics take seriously the corporal work of mercy to
visit those in prison? Do Catholic parishes and colleges or
universities have this on their radar?

First, students at law schools in some Catholic universities have participated
in “innocence projects” that have led courts to release certain prisoners

who did not commit the crime for which they have been found guilty and
imprisoned. Some parishes have prison ministry groups.

Second, other Catholics write to those imprisoned or else assist them in
readjusting when they have served their sentence. For our March 2018 issue,
Jim Auer wrote “I Was in Prison and You Wrote to Me” about his 12 years
of writing to many prisoners. That article included the URLs of groups that
can link prisoners and writers outside. Anyone willing to write a prisoner
but who lacks computer access can contact Inside Out Letter Ministry at
PO Box 11, Cherryville, NC 28021.

Many of my friends ask me: "“If Jesus has already died for
my sins and paid for them, why can’t | sin now?”

I'm afraid this solution to dealing with temptation is too simple to be true.
If Jesus died for the sins of the world, would it be OK if I robbed your
home? Every attempted shortcut around God’s ways turns out to be a dead
end. In the long run, we become whatever we choose consistently. May Jesus
help all of us to grow in his grace and love. @

in memory
of a loved one,
or for your
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When you light a candle
on StAnthony.org, it will
burn for three days at
the National Shrine of
St. Anthony in
Cincinnati, Ohio.

The Franciscan friars are
ready to light a candle
for you!
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