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Chapter 37: When Animals Indict Humans for Cruelty
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said, ‘There has certainly befallen this [dog] what has
befallen me.’ He [returned] to fill his shoe, then held it
in his mouth, then climbed upwards and gave the dog
drink. Allah appreciated him, and so He forgave him.”
They said, “O Messenger of Allah, is there reward in

[kindness to] animals?” He said, “In every moist liver u C’fl’;fml Iy b Lslla 7 ol 5834
(i.e., living thing) is a [an opportunity for] reward.” 2SS o8 " JB Bal paleall o4
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[Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim] TR

Introduction

- There is a narration in which the prophet (saw) stood out of respect for a Jewish

man'’s passing funeral. The prophet (saw) explained what he did by saying, “Isn't it a

|Il

human sou

® The prophet (saw) was highlighting the inherent value of a human being. The soul

was enough to allow that to be a sanctified moment.

- Today we will discuss animal rights. There are countless narrations on the treatment

of animals.

® |f the prophet (saw) had such a high standard for animal rights, imagine how much

more concerned he was with human rights.
Narrations on Hunting Animals

- lbn ‘Abbas (rA) narrates that the Prophet (saws) said, “Do not take anything

containing a soul as a target.”
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® Source: Muslim
® Hadith: L2 £ 4 Gil 15185 Y

- Sa'eed b. Jubayr narrates that Ibn ‘Umar (rA) passed by individuals who had erected
a chicken and were shooting at it. When they saw Ibn ‘Umar, they moved away from
it. lbn ‘Umar said, “Who did this? The Messenger of Allah (saws) cursed those who
do this act.”

® Source: al-Bukhari and Muslim

’Jl—u LG—“-U—“)—“—‘J—“-Q-‘I bbl-d-q Le—wb-uhlédb*wéhﬂﬁw'ﬁ JB RS 08 mal (8

- 'Abdulldh b. ‘Amr (rA) narrated: The Prophet (saws) said, “Any person who kills even
a tiny sparrow without right will be questioned by Allah regarding it.” It was said, “O
Messenger of Allah, what is the sparrow’s right?” He replied, “That it only be

sacrificed to feed oneself, not to be thrown aside.”
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® Source: Sunan an-Nasé'i 4349 — Grade: Hasan Li Ghayrih by al-Albani in Sahih at-
Targheeb.

® Just because hunting is permissible, doesn’t mean there is no sanctity to the

animal’s life.

- 'Abdullah b. Mas’ud (ra) says, “We were on a journey with the Messenger of Allah
(saws), and he went out to relieve himself. We saw a red sparrow that had two chicks
with her, and we took her chicks, so the sparrow started to flap her wings. The
Prophet (saws) came to us and he said, ‘Who has devastated this [bird] by taking
her children? Return her children to her.’ He also saw an ant colony which we had

burned and he said, 'Who burned this?' We said that we did it. The Prophet (saws)
said, ‘No one should punish with fire except the Lord of the fire."”
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® Source: Abu Dawud 2675, and its chain was authenticated by an-Nawawi in Riyad
as-Saliheen (455)

® This was during a military expedition. It shows us that just because there are other
serious matters that deserve our attention, that doesn’t mean we neglect issues

like animal rights.
Narrations on Feeding Animals

- Abu Hurayra (rA) narrates: The Prophet (saws) said, “As a man was walking along, his
thirst became intense. He climbed down a well and drank from it, then emerged to
find a panting dog licking the dirt from thirst. He said, ‘There has certainly befallen
this [dog] what has befallen me.” He [returned] to fill his shoe, then held it in his
mouth, then climbed upwards and gave the dog drink. Allah appreciated him, and so
He forgave him.” They said, “O Messenger of Allah, is there reward in [kindness to]
animals?” He said, “In every moist liver (i.e., living thing) is a [an opportunity for]

reward.”

® Source: al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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® This man didn’t do anything to benefit Allah but Allah (swt) still thanked him
because he cared for the creation of Allah. Caring for the creation of Allah is a way

of showing appreciation to the creator.

® The prophet (saw) said “every moist liver”. It doesn’t matter what type of animal it

is. It doesn’t matter if it is ugly, impure, etc.

- Abu Hurayra (rA) narrates: The Prophet (saws) said, “As a dog was circling around a
well, on the verge of dying from thirst, a prostitute from Banu Israel saw him. She
removed her shoe [climbed into the well] and gave him drink from it. For that, she

was forgiven.”
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® Source: al-Bukhari and Muslim

® The woman acted in a moment of sincerity. Perhaps it was a catalyst for other

good in her life.

- What religion establishes rights for animals, threatens those cruel to them, urges
people to give them food and drink, and promises forgiveness for the enormities in
exchange? How could a glass of water every compensate for fornication and ruining
homes? The secret lies in what is behind the act; the mercy that prompts it and is so

essential for an individual and society.

- 'Abdullah b. ‘Umar (rA) narrated: The Messenger of Allah (saws) said, “A woman
once tortured a cat; she trapped it until it died, and she entered the Hellfire as a
result. Neither did she feed her, nor give her drink, nor did she leave her to eat from

the insects of the earth.”
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® Source: al-Bukhéari and Muslim
® |s it impermissible to keep a cat temporarily in a cage?
- Not if you feed it. It should only be done for a reason.

- A man once visited the great Companion, Tameem ad-Dari (rA), while he served as
the governor of Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem). He found Tameem cleaning the wheat
for his horse, so he said to him, “Don’t you have among your family someone who
could suffice you this task?” Tameem said, “l do, but | heard the Messenger of Allah
(saws) say, ‘'No Muslim cleans his horse’s wheat, then serves it to him, except that it is

written for him one good deed for every grain.’
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® Source: Ahmad 16343 — Grade: Sahih according to al-Albéani in as-Silsila as-Sahiha
5/268

- 'Aisha (rA) said, “The Messenger of Allah (saws) used to tilt his vessel for the cat, and
she would drink, and then he would perform wudoo’ (ablution) with its remains.”
Source: at-Tabarani in al-Awsat — Grade: Sahih according to al-Albéani in al-Jami’" as-
Sagheer 19/236.
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Narrations on Overburdening Animals

- 'Abdullah b. Ja'far (rA) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (saws) entered the
garden of an Anséari man and found a camel therein. When the camel saw the
Prophet (saws), it whimpered and its eyes overflowed! The Prophet (saws) came to it,
wiped its tears, and asked, “Whose camel is this?” A young man from the Ansér
came and said, “Mine, O Messenger of Allah.” He said, “Won't you fear Allah
regarding these beasts which Allah has placed in your possessions? For it has

complained to me that you starve it, and overwork it.”
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® Source: Abu Dawud 2186 — Grade: Sahih according to al-Albani in as-Silsila as-
Sahiha 1/19

- Sahl b. al-Handhaliyya (rA) reported: The Messenger of Allah (saws) once passed by a
camel whose back neared its stomach, so he said, “Fear Allah regarding this beasts
who cannot speak [from themselves]; ride them healthy and eat them healthy (i.e., do

not neglect them).”
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® Source: Abu Dawud 2185 — Grade: Sahih according to al-Albani 6/48
® Show mercy to the animals when they are alive and when slaughtering them.
® On the day of judgment, everything will speak.

- Abu Hurayra (rA) narrates: The Prophet (saws) said, “Beware of taking the backs of
your riding animals as pulpits, for Allah has only made them to deliver you to place
you would not otherwise reach without great exertion...” In another narration, “Ride
them healthy and leave them healthy; do not take them as couches for your street

and market conversations.”
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e Source: Abu Dawud 2204 and Ahmad 15076 — Grade: Sahih according to al-Albani
6/67 and and as-Silsila as-Sahiha 1/20

® The same society that used to bury little girls alive would now fear that animals

would testify against them on the Day of Judgement.
Narrations on Slaughtering Animals

- Mu'awiya b. Qurra narrates, from his father, that a man said, “O Messenger of Allah, |
slaughter a lamb and feel mercy for it.” Or — he may have said — “| have mercy on a
lamb [to the point] that | do not slaughter it.” The Prophet (saws) said, “If you have

mercy on the lamb, Allah will have mercy on you.”
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® Source: Ahmad 19470 — Grade: Sahih according to al-Hakim 15/126

- When the Prophet (saws) saw someone lay down a lamb while still sharpening his
blade in front of it, he said, “Do you wish to kill it twice? Could you not have

sharpened your blade before you laid it down?”
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® Source: at-Tabarani — Grade: Sahih according to al-Hakim and al-Albani in as-Silsila
as-Sahiha 1/23

- Shadad b. Aws (rA) narrates: The Messenger of Allah (saws) said, “Indeed, Allah has
written excellence on all things. So when you kill, kill with excellence, and when you
slaughter, slaughter with excellence; one of you must sharpen his blade and comfort

his slaughter.”
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® Source: Muslim

- Jabir b. ‘Abdillah (rA) narrated: The Messenger of Allah (saws) passed by a donkey
whose face was branded. He said, “Has it not reached you that | have cursed those
who brand animals in their faces or strike them in their faces?” And he forbid them
from doing this [again]. Source: Abu Dawud 2564 — Grade: Sahih according to al-
Albani 6/64. In another narration, al-'Abbas was riding with the Prophet (saws) on a
camel whose face was branded by fire. The Prophet (saws) said, “What is this
branding, O ‘Abbas?” He said, “This is a branding we used to apply in Jahiliyya.” He

said, “Do not brand with fire,” meaning in the face.
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® Source: at-Tabarani in al-Kabeer 11814 — Grade: Sahih according to al-Albani in as-
Silsila as-Sahiha 1/304.

Other Narrations on Animal Rights

- lbn ‘Abbas (rA) said, “The Messenger of Allah forbid instigating [fights] between the
animals.” Source: Abu Dawud 2199 — Grade: Da’eef according to al-Albani 4/208

° (é@'%&eﬂ'bﬂmld}wﬁ) Uu“—h‘-h'g“é)u;ﬁmge'&

Chapter 37 YAO E E N | 8



lbn ‘Umar (ra) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (saws) forbid castrating animals (a

practice done to make males leaner).
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® Source: as-Suyuti in al-Jami’ 2912 — Grade: Sahih according to al-Albani in Sahih
al-Jami’ 26/484

e What about neutering cats?

- This is not a definitive prohibition so if it needs to be done so that you can take
care of the cat then it is okay. The Hadith was referring to larger animals. If you

can avoid it then do so. Cannot do it for no reason.
e Also should not declaw animals.

Abu Hurayra (rA) narrates: The Prophet (saws) said, “When you travel during a green

pasture period, give the camels their share of [grazing] the earth.”
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® Source: Muslim 1926

® The

“And there is no creature on [or within] the earth or bird that flies with its wings
except [that they are] communities like you.” [al-An’am (6): 38]
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® Some have said: “communities just like you” means entitled to mercy just like you.
There are also Ayaat of Sulayman (as) when he passes by an ant colony.

Narrations of Sahaba and the Salaf

Abu ad-Darda’ (rA) said on his deathbed; “O Camel, do not indict me with your Lord,

for | never made you carry beyond your capacity.”

‘Adi b. Hatim (rA) would crush bread for the ants and say, “They are our neighbors,

and so they have a right upon us.”
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= 'Umar b. al-Khattab (rA) once saw a man dragging a lamb by its foot to the slaughter,
and said, “Woe to you, lead it to its death beautifully.”

- Abu IsHaq ash-Shirazi walked with companions when a dog appeared on the road.
When one of his companions rebuked him, the Imam stopped him and said, “Don't

you know that the road is a mutual entitlement between us?”

- Historians document that when "Amr b. al-'As (rA) conquered Egypt, a pigeon landed
on his fustat (tent) and took it as its nest, laying an egg there. When ‘Amr wanted to
depart, he noticed the pigeon and chose not to dismantle the tent. He decided to
just leave the tent there, and people started building around it, making it the first

capital under Muslim rule. Hence, the city is today called Fustat.

- lbn 'Abdil-Hakam narrates in his biography of ‘Umar b. ‘Abdil-'Azeez that, using his
capacity as caliph, ‘Umar forbade kicking one’s horse except for a need, and that he
had his patrolmen ensure nobody was donning them in heavy reins, or poking them
using sticks with metal tips. He also wrote to his governor in Egypt, “It has reached
me that Egypt has delivery camels on which 1,000 ratl (~380kg) are carried. If my

message reaches you, let me not discover that any camel is carrying over 600 ratl
(~228kg).”

Fighi Rulings and Historical Awgaf
- Jurists laid down rules people even nowadays wouldn’t imagine:

® a blind cat straying into a house must be spent on by them because she can't find

her way home

® a horse owner must be forced to feed animal or sell it, max weight for a donkey/

camel to carry is debated, and reparations for when that is violated.

® One jurist even objected to others’ conclusions by saying, “You have been just

Ill

with the camel at the expense of the donkey

® Animals hurting one another wasn’t punishable, but owners were if they neglected

tying them down, etc.

- Awgaf (endowments) were a hallmark of the Islamic Civilization, unmatched by any

other nation in history. It not only protected people’s beliefs and human dignity, but

Chapter 37 YAQEEN 10



also the comfort of their lives against whatever could harm them. Muslim
endowments even widened to include *needs of animals* to the point that

chroniclers document endowments for sick animals, elderly, and handicap animals.
® One example being al-Marj al-Akhdar Pasture in Damascus

® Another example is Madrasat al-Qattat (where hundreds of cats lived) in ash-Sham.

These existed in al-Qaymariyya, Hayy at-Tujjar, of Damascus.
- Was called a school because they trained cats to take care of themselves.

® There was also an endowment strictly for stray dogs to be sheltered and treated,

known as Mahkayamat al-Kilab, located in Hayy al-"Umara.
Conclusion

- When the prophet (saw) came to Makkah (before the treaty of Hudaibiyah), his camel
refused to move forward at one point. Some companions said that Qaswah (the
name of the camen) has become stubborn. The prophet (saw) said, “I swear by Allah,
Qaswa is not stubborn and that is not a proper trait to attribute to her. What held her
back is what held the elephants back (when Abraha came to destroy the Ka'bah).”

® Allah (swt) stopped the camel for a specific reason.

® The prophet (saw) was standing up for the animal was telling the companions not

to wrong the animal by giving it a trait that isn’t true to it.

- When there are people or animals on this Earth that are completely at our mercy,
they are a test for us just like we are a test for them. It is an opportunity for us. The

spiritual incentive makes you do lhsan to those people or animals

- Imam Subki’s son saw a dog outside and told it to go away. He called it “dog son of
a dog”. Imam Subki called his son and said, “Don’t you know that the permissibility

of speaking truth is when there isn’t an intention of an insult behind it?”

- Show mercy to animals because you know that the dependence you have on your

creator is far greater than the dependence those animals have on you.
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