
Mrs. MacVicar’s  
Top 10 Summer Reads for Adults 

 
 
Atwood, Margaret.  The Testaments. 
The Testaments is a modern masterpiece, a powerful novel that can be read on its own or as a 
companion to Margaret Atwood's classic, The Handmaid's Tale.  More than fifteen years after the 
events of The Handmaid's Tale, the theocratic regime of the Republic of Gilead maintains its grip on 
power, but there are signs it is beginning to rot from within. At this crucial moment, the lives of three 
radically different women converge, with potentially explosive results.  Two have grown up as part of 
the first generation to come of age in the new order. The testimonies of these two young women are 
joined by a third: Aunt Lydia. Her complex past and uncertain future unfold in surprising and pivotal 
ways.   
 
Cummins, Jeanine.  American Dirt. 
Lydia Quixano Perez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco. She runs a bookstore. She has a son, Luca, 
the love of her life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while there are cracks 
beginning to show in Acapulco because of the drug cartels, her life is, by and large, fairly 
comfortable.  Even though she knows they'll never sell, Lydia stocks some of her all-time favorite 
books in her store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse and comes up to the register 
with a few books he would like to buy--two of them her favorites. Javier is erudite. He is charming. 
And, unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over 
the city. When Lydia's husband's tell-all profile of Javier is published, none of their lives will ever be 
the same.  
 
Eyre Ward, Amanda.  The Jetsetters. 
When seventy-year-old Charlotte Perkins submits a sexy essay to the “Become a Jetsetter” contest, 
she dreams of reuniting her estranged children. Charlotte yearns for the years when her children 
were young, when she was a single mother who meant everything to them.  When she wins the 
contest, the family packs their baggage--both literal and figurative--and spends ten days traveling 
from sun-drenched Athens through glorious Rome to tapas-laden Barcelona on an over-the-top 
cruise ship, the Splendido Marveloso. As lovers new and old join the adventure, long-buried secrets 
are revealed and old wounds are reopened, forcing the Perkins family to confront the forces that 
drove them apart and the defining choices of their lives.  
 
Greenwell, Garth.  Cleanness. 
Sofia, Bulgaria, a landlocked city in southern Europe, stirs with hope and impending upheaval. 
Soviet buildings crumble, wind scatters sand from the far south, and political protesters flood 
the streets with song.  In this atmosphere of disquiet, an American teacher navigates a life 
transformed by the discovery and loss of love. As he prepares to leave the place he’s come to 
call home, he grapples with the intimate encounters that have marked his years abroad, each 
bearing uncanny reminders of his past. A queer student’s confession recalls his own first love, a 
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stranger’s seduction devolves into paternal sadism, and a romance with another foreigner 
opens, and heals, old wounds.  
 
Hoganson, Kristin L.  The Heartland: An American History. 
A history of a quintessentially American place—the rural and small town heartland--that uncovers 
deep yet hidden currents of connection with the world. When Kristin L. Hoganson arrived in 
Champaign, Illinois, after teaching at Harvard, studying at Yale, and living in the D.C. metro area with 
various stints overseas, she expected to find her new home, well, isolated. Even provincial. After all, 
she had landed in the American heartland, a place where the nation's identity exists in its pristine 
form. Or so we have been taught to believe. Struck by the gap between reputation and reality, she 
determined to get to the bottom of history and myth. The deeper she dug into the making of the 
modern heartland, the wider her story became as she realized that she'd uncovered an unheralded 
crossroads of people, commerce, and ideas.  
 
Larson, Erik.  The Splendid and the Vile:  A Saga of Churchill, Family and 
Defiance During the Blitz. 
On Winston Churchill’s first day as prime minister, Adolf Hitler invaded Holland and Belgium. 
Poland and Czechoslovakia had already fallen, and the Dunkirk evacuation was just two weeks 
away. For the next twelve months, Hitler would wage a relentless bombing campaign, killing 
45,000 Britons. It was up to Churchill to hold his country together and persuade President 
Franklin Roosevelt that Britain was a worthy ally—and willing to fight to the end. It is a story of 
political brinkmanship, but it’s also an intimate domestic drama, set against the backdrop of 
Churchill’s prime-ministerial country home, Chequers; his wartime retreat, Ditchley, where he 
and his entourage go when the moon is brightest and the bombing threat is highest; and of 
course 10 Downing Street in London.  
 
Lyons, Jen.  The Ruin of Kings. 

When destiny calls, there's no fighting back.  Kihrin grew up in the slums of Quur, a thief and a 
minstrel's son raised on tales of long-lost princes and magnificent quests. When he is claimed 
against his will as the missing son of a treasonous prince, Kihrin finds himself at the mercy of 
his new family's ruthless power plays and political ambitions.  Practically a prisoner, Kihrin 
discovers that being a long-lost prince is nothing like what the storybooks promised. The 
storybooks have lied about a lot of other things, too: dragons, demons, gods, prophecies, and 
how the hero always wins.  Then again, maybe he isn't the hero after all. For Kihrin is not 
destined to save the world. He's destined to destroy it.  

 

Mandel, Emily St. John.  The Glass Hotel: A novel. 

Vincent is a bartender at the Hotel Caiette, a five-star lodging on the northernmost tip of 
Vancouver Island. On the night she meets Jonathan Alkaitis, a hooded figure scrawls a message 
on the lobby's glass wall: "Why don't you swallow broken glass." High above Manhattan, a 
greater crime is committed: Alkaitis is running an international Ponzi scheme, moving imaginary 
sums of money through clients' accounts. When the financial empire collapses, it obliterates 
countless fortunes and devastates lives. Vincent, who had been posing as Jonathan's wife, walks 
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away into the night. Years later, a victim of the fraud is hired to investigate a strange 
occurrence: a woman has seemingly vanished from the deck of a container ship between ports 
of call. In this captivating story of crisis and survival, Emily St. John Mandel takes readers 
through often hidden landscapes. 

 

Napolitano, Ann.  Dear Edward: A Novel. 

One summer morning, twelve-year-old Edward Adler, his beloved older brother, his parents, and 183 
other passengers board a flight in Newark headed for Los Angeles. Among them are a Wall Street 
wunderkind, a young woman coming to terms with an unexpected pregnancy, an injured veteran 
returning from Afghanistan, a business tycoon, and a free-spirited woman running away from her 
controlling husband. Halfway across the country, the plane crashes. Edward is the sole survivor. 
Edward's story captures the attention of the nation, but he struggles to find a place in a world 
without his family. He continues to feel that a part of himself has been left in the sky, forever tied to 
the plane and all of his fellow passengers.  

 

Weiner, Jennifer.  Big Summer: A Novel. 

Six years after the fight that ended their friendship, Daphne Berg is shocked when Drue 
Cavanaugh walks back into her life, looking as lovely and successful as ever, with a massive 
favor to ask. Daphne hasn’t spoken one word to Drue in all this time—she doesn’t even 
hate-follow her ex-best friend on social media—so when Drue asks if she will be her 
maid-of-honor at the society wedding of the summer, Daphne is rightfully speechless. Letting 
glamorous, seductive Drue back into her life is risky, but it comes with an invitation to spend a 
weekend in a waterfront Cape Cod mansion. When Drue begs and pleads and dangles the 
prospect of cute single guys, Daphne finds herself powerless as ever to resist her friend’s siren 
song.  
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