
Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) in Reading, 
Writing, and Communication
DT+ is highly aligned to both the  9th/10th grade band and 11th/12th grade band, Grade Level 
Expectations 1 and 2 of the Reading For All Purposes section of the Colorado Academic 
Standards in Reading, Writing and Communication. While we have content and resources for the 
other strands and standards, this is the primary area we are designed to support.

Very high DT+ is the only resource you need to teach this 
standard. High DT+ can be your primary resource when teaching 

this standard.

Medium DT+ will be one of a number of resources used to 
fully cover the teaching of this standard. Low DT+ has content for this standard and it will be used 

to supplement your primary resources.

NINTH/TENTH GRADE

Standard 2 - READING FOR ALL PURPOSES
Grade Level Expectation 1: Analyze traditional and contemporary literary texts with scrutiny and 
comparison of literary elements

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

a. Use Key 
Ideas and 
Details to

i. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. (CCSS: RL.9-10.1)

High

ii. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refi ned by specifi c details; provide 
an objective summary of the text. (CCSS: RL.9-10.2)

High

iii. Analyze how complex characters (for example: those with multiple or confl icting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop 
the theme. (CCSS: RL.9-10.3)

High-Very High

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

b. Use 
Craft and 
Structure to:

i. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including fi gurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specifi c word choices on meaning 
and tone (for example: how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (CCSS: RL.9-10.4)

High

ii. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it 
(for example: parallel plots), and manipulate time (for example: pacing, fl ashbacks) create such 
eff ects as mystery, tension, or surprise. (CCSS: RL.9-10.5)

Medium

iii. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience refl ected in a work of literature from 
outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. (CCSS: RL.9-10.6)

High



EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

c. Use 
Integration 
of 
Knowledge 
and Ideas 
to:

i. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two diff erent artistic mediums, 
including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (for example: Auden’s “Musée des 
Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). CCSS: RL.9-10.7)

High

ii. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specifi c work (for 
example: how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author 
draws on a play by Shakespeare). (CCSS: RL.9-10.9).

High

iii. Analyze the infl uence of literary and/or historical context on a text and evaluate the 
contribution to society made by works of literature that deal with similar topics and themes.

High

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

d. Use 
Range of 
Reading 
and 
Complexity 
of Text to:

i. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
in the grades 9-10 text complexity band profi ciently, with scaff olding as needed at the high end of 
the range.

Medium

ii. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and profi ciently. (CCSS: 
RL.9-10.10)

Medium

Grade Level Expectation 2: Understand the logical progression of ideas in increasingly complex 
texts.

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

a. Use Key 
Ideas and 
Details to

i. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. (CCSS: RL.9-10.1)

High

ii. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refi ned by specifi c details; provide 
an objective summary of the text. (CCSS: RL.9-10.2)

High

iii. Analyze how complex characters (for example: those with multiple or confl icting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop 
the theme. (CCSS: RL.9-10.3)

High-Very High

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

b. Use 
Craft and 
Structure to:

i. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including fi gurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specifi c word choices on meaning 
and tone (for example: how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal 
or informal tone). (CCSS: RL.9-10.4)

High

ii. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it 
(for example: parallel plots), and manipulate time (for example: pacing, fl ashbacks) create such 
eff ects as mystery, tension, or surprise. (CCSS: RL.9-10.5)

Medium

iii. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience refl ected in a work of literature from 
outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. (CCSS: RL.9-10.6)

High



EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

c. Use 
Integration 
of 
Knowledge 
and Ideas 
to:

i. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two diff erent artistic mediums, 
including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (for example: Auden’s “Musée des 
Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). CCSS: RL.9-10.7)

High

ii. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specifi c claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and suffi  cient; identify false statements and 
fallacious reasoning. (CCSS: RI.9-10-8)

Low

iiI. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specifi c work (for 
example: how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author 
draws on a play by Shakespeare). (CCSS: RL.9-10.9).

High

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

d. Use 
Range of 
Reading 
and 
Complexity 
of Text to:

i. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
in the grades 9-10 text complexity band profi ciently, with scaff olding as needed at the high end of 
the range.

Medium

ii. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and profi ciently. (CCSS: 
RL.9-10.10)

Medium

ELEVENTH/TWELFTH GRADE

Standard 2 - READING FOR ALL PURPOSES
Grade Level Expectation 1: Interpret and evaluate complex literature using various critical 
reading strategies.

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

a. Use Key 
Ideas and 
Details to

i. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. (CCSS: RL.11-12.1)

High

ii. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over 
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. (CCSS: RL.11-12.2)

High

iii. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 
story or drama (for example: where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters 
are introduced and developed). (CCSS: RL.11-12.3)

High

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

b. Use 
Craft and 
Structure to:

i. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including fi gurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specifi c word choices on meaning and tone, 
including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) (CCSS: RL.11- 12.4)

High

ii. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specifi c parts of a text (for 
example: the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. (CCSS: 
RL.11-12.5)

High

iii. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated 
in a text from what is really meant (for example: satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). (CCSS: 
RL.11-12.6)

Medium



EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

c. Use 
Integration 
of 
Knowledge 
and Ideas 
to:

i. By the end of 12th grade, analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (for 
example: recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how 
each version interprets the source text. (for example: a play by Shakespeare and/or a play by an 
American dramatist.) (adapted from CCSS: RL.11-12.7)

Very High

ii. By the end of 12th grade, demonstrate knowledge of foundational works of American literature, 
including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics. (adapted 
from CCSS: RL.11- 12.9)

Low

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

d. Use 
Range of 
Reading 
and 
Complexity 
of Text to:

i. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in 
the grades 11–CCR text complexity band profi ciently, with scaff olding as needed at the high end 
of the range. (CCSS: RL.11-12.10)

Medium

ii. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at the high end of the grades 11-CCR text complexity band independently and profi ciently. (CCSS 
RL.11-12.10)

Medium

Grade Level Expectation 2: Interpret and evaluate complex informational texts using various 
critical reading strategies.

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

a. Use Key 
Ideas and 
Details to

i. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. (CCSS: RL.11-12.1)

High

ii. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over 
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. (CCSS: RL.11-12.2)

High

iii. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 
story or drama (for example: where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters 
are introduced and developed). (CCSS: RL.11-12.3)

High

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

b. Use 
Craft and 
Structure to:

i. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including fi gurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specifi c word choices on meaning and tone, 
including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) (CCSS: RL.11- 12.4)

High

ii. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specifi c parts of a text (for 
example: the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. (CCSS: 
RL.11-12.5)

High

iii. Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated 
in a text from what is really meant (for example: satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). (CCSS: 
RL.11-12.6)

Medium



EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

c. Use 
Integration 
of 
Knowledge 
and Ideas 
to:

i. By the end of 12th grade, analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (for 
example: recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how 
each version interprets the source text. (for example: a play by Shakespeare and/or a play by an 
American dramatist.) (adapted from CCSS: RL.11-12.7)

Very High

ii. Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of 
constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (for example: in U.S. Supreme Court majority 
opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy 
(for example: The Federalist Papers, presidential addresses) by the end of 12th grade. (adapted 
from CCSS: RI.11-12.8)

N/A

iii. Analyze 17th-, 18th-, and 19th-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary 
signifi cance (for example: The Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, 
the Bill of Rights, Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical 
features by the end of 12th grade. (adapted from CCSS: RI.11- 12.9)

N/A

EVIDENCE OUTCOMES Strength

d. Use 
Range of 
Reading 
and 
Complexity 
of Text to:

i. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfi ction in the grades 11-CCR text 
complexity band profi ciently, with scaff olding as needed at the high end of the range. (CCSS: 
RI.11-12.10)

Low

ii. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfi ction at the high end of the grades 
11-CCR text complexity band independently and profi ciently.

Low


