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The purpose of this award is to give public recognition to APTA MA physical 
therapists and physical therapist assistant members who are outstanding 
clinicians, and who have made significant contributions to the profession of 
physical therapy through the implementation and reporting of quality 
research. 
 
Process 
Nominations for the award will be solicited through Chapter media 
including the website, and other common communication such as 
Facebook or Twitter. Nomination forms will be submitted to the Nominating 
Committee by any Association member(s). Each nomination will recognize 
the work of an individual or the work of a group/team. The nominations will 
be reviewed by the Nominating Committee. Once the Nominating 
Committee makes a recommendation, the awardee is notified so that the 
Board of Directors is made aware of their ability to attend the annual 
conference. The award will be presented to the recipient in the form of an 
engraved plaque at the Annual Meeting following selection. 
 
Objectives 
The award is to be given in recognition of individuals who have made 
significant contributions to the body of scientific knowledge within physical 
therapy by: 

1. Performing outstanding research relevant to physical therapy; 
2. Presenting orally and/or publishing their scientific studies in areas 
appropriate to the profession of physical therapy. 

 
Operational Criteria 
The quality of the research, the researchers’ body of work, as well as other 
contributions will be evaluated. 
 Evidence must be given that:  

1. The body of research material makes a meaningful contribution to 
the scientific bases of physical therapy; 
2. Oral presentation and/or publication research material has been 
reported to state or national conference/or peer reviewed publication 
3. Research and scholarly output of the individual represents 
commitment to the profession. 

 
Method of Nomination  
Please complete nomination form on website with appropriate documents. 
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Nominating Committee Rating Criteria:  
 
The subject of the research is Physical Therapy and/or furthers the 
profession in a substantive manner.     

Meets Criteria (yes/no) ___ 
 
Oral presentation 
Rating Criteria (Weight) Rating Comments 

At local meeting (+0.5)   

At statewide meeting (+1.0)   

At national convention (+1.5)   

Additional Considerations   

 
Written publication 
Rating Criteria Rating Comments 
Local/workplace journal 
(+0.5) 

  

Statewide journal (+1.0)   
Nationally recognized 
journal (+1.5) 

  

Additional considerations   

 
Frequency of research and scholarly output 
Rating Criteria Rating Comments 

Annually (+1.0)   

Has established output over 
a number of years (+1.5) 

  

Additional considerations   

 
Total Score:________________ 

Rating Criteria:        

1. Minimally meets criteria, demonstrates skills that are expected of members. 
2. Meets all criteria, shows examples of qualities and achievements listed. 
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3. Exceeds criteria, shows significant examples of qualities and achievements, 
goes above and beyond what is listed in the criteria. 


