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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich
that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or
youth development agency!

Afullteacher’s guide includesﬂ

D 4 « A facilitator’s guide with fips and
'a"y resources for implementing the

This novel tfraces the story of fourteen- curriculum.

year-old Arnold "Junior” Spirit and e,

two very different worlds:
his home on the Spokane

build connections between
Junior’s touching life story and
their own.
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« Amap of Common Core Standards

experiences  straddling addressed through this program.

* Fiffeen individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompts.
exfension activities, and ali
handoufts.

Indian Reservatfion and
his place aft the nearby
all-white school. We
chose this novel for its
strong, engaging, and
relatable voice and for
its powerful attention
to social and emotional
themes of loss, poverty,
hope, perseverance, and
identity. This curriculum
will inspire students to

 Two assessments to monitor student
progress throughout the program.

* Regular checkpoints fo help
teachers assess their students’
progress on ELA standards.

* A culminating essay-wrifing unif.

* An appendix with addifional
teaching resocurces and activifies to

continue exploring this novel.
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si!sceptible (pg 3): adi.,

obstacles or physical defects

perseverance: (pg 13):
N., activity maintained in
1l spite of difficulties

o o

easily affected or influenced .~

impe&*ﬁﬁEﬂtﬁ“1]0‘@”1)":"‘%? "

%(-?;.,,Todoy’s themes are being different and accomplishing
Tyour dreams. Junior is physically and emotionally
different from those around him, which makes him
insecure [and he gets beat upl). You might use this
opportunity to falk with students about their own
differences. Help them think abouf how Junior's
differences might be assets, and how ftheir own
differences can be, foo. Additionally, in thisreading we
learn that Junior's parents weren't able to accomplish
their dreams because of the circumstances of their lives
(they are impoverished American Indians who faced
racism and had little opportunities or rescurces). You
might have sfudenfs think about how racism played
info Junicr's parents’ lack-of-opportunity and what
impediments they might have fo their own dreams.
Encourage them to think about how they will ensure
that their dreams are accomplished, no matter what
things might try to getin the way!

This book was written in 2007 by Sherman Alexie, an American Indian author who based this
bocok ioosely on his own childhood and feenage vears. This book takes place near Spokane,
Washingtfon on an Indian reservation. Indian reservations are places the U.S. government
designated for American Indians to move fo when much of their native land was faken over
by the government for new, non-native settlers.
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o 42 pages 1-14

SEiZl.I res (pg 2)Jur1lor s'af:fers fro’ﬁg_‘:é_‘,\eizures because he was born with foo much
fluid in his brain. Seizures-are sudc;l,é‘_lr;iﬁ'o’r’rock of convulsions or loss of consciousness
resulting from abnormal eIec"f:{jggl,.,(j.}s’c:horges in the brain.

“We Indians really should be better liars, considering how

_‘ Ofté.n we’ve been’:li”‘eﬁd:<.;'to” (pg 10): American Indians had their land taken

. from them during the ‘eodlorjj,zdﬂon (forceful overtaking by another country) of various
"‘r:;_‘_:por’rs of what is now ’rhg,.U‘r‘ii’red States. The U.S. government repeatedly lied to Indian

tribes and broke treafies (agreed-upon laws).

® Describe three ’rh‘fngs about Junior ’rhc;f-;-f‘are nique.

® What does the c“c"i“rfé“bﬁ'onpg_g_e six show about JL_Jn'lor’r-s---"d'é"é'[':;és’r desirese
What kind of cartoon would you have drawn?2

® How was the prejudice of the white denfist revealede How does that
make you feel?

® \What three jobs are available to Juniore What does that tell you about his
life?

® Why do you think Junior uses humor 1o talk about his impedimentse How
do you think you would cope?

® Why didn't Junior's parents get to achieve their dreams¢ How does that
make you feel?

® Did Junior's dad do the right thing with Oscare Why or why note

W
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i1 K2 pages 1-14 P &

e Junioris different from other k;ads because he‘has a
' BEING DIFFERENT ) physical disability and is sengifive and artistic. |\
N 4 How are you different from éihgrs"‘ [\
» Have you ever felt mschre around your pears
because of dlfferencZes y@u havee ) \
» How do you deal lerh fee[mg ollffereﬂ‘}*a
» How can your dlfferences b?)e assefs?

f |
|

T . * Junior knows his porenfsweren t able to accomplish fhétr

/ACCOMPLISHING? dreams. y/

YOUR DREAMS ./ What do you need in| Ilfe to accomplish your dreams?
— o’ » What personql characteristics do you think you
need? |

» What outside/factors (Iiké"school, parents, etc.) do
you think you might- need9 \

» What do you| ’rhrnk you ‘could C}ccompllsh if you—
had people in your fife: olwgyﬁ £ s
pushing you to pursue your
dreams?

» Do you have anyone in your life like that?

« Students should demonstrate a strong command of the standard written conventions of A

English, while establishing and maintaining a formal writing style.

» Students should use capital letters appropriately, end each sentence with a
period, and use other punctuation accurately. Student Wri’ring should be formal
in style rather than conversational. —

» Forexample, “f can relate fo the experiences of
has faced so many obsfacles.” / )

cfer, Junior, who

Handout

they want a family, je rovel or fo help-others. Have
students/draw a picture of their future idedlself. Remind them that
people lare paying aftention fo their dreams and that they can
make them come truel Be sure they answer the questfions and
label additional important parts of theif pictures.

to have, 4
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(My job will be:

I will travel to:
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Additionad Activitios

f Contents 1
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Final Essay Outline ........ccoeieirinviiiniinnnnen, 85
Six Traits Writing Rubric.........cooviviiiiiinnani. 86
Editing Tool ... 87
Lettertothe Author ..., 88
Real Life Connector.......ccccceiviiiiiiiiinnnnnnnen. 89

Expository Aricle:

The Power of WOords ...oveceeciiiiiiiiiiecicieeeenees 90
Counting MY KSSEIS ..onmeim: soos msosmones seossmsmsns s 92
Movie vs. Book Compare and Contrast ....... 93
Vocabulary Comprehension Activity ........... 94
AnswerKey .....cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicce, 95
Student Evaluation...............cooiiiiiill, 96
Teacher Reflection.........c.ccoiiiiiiiiinnnns. 98
AbBOUT US...onninieiirir e 99
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 >

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educafors to meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services
While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact Us
Contact us fodcry to learn more about By Email: info@movingforwardinstitute.org

how the Moving Forward Instifute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian. . .
...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out We
Beat the Street, The Hunger Games, or Street Life. Please visit our welsite today to browse
our full selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based curriculal
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