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that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students, whether in your classroom, after-school program, or
youth development agency!

Thls teacher’s guide includes: |

* A facilitator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the
curriculum.

« Amap of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

* Thirfeen individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion

Arigtotle and Dante Digcover  questions joumalprompts
exfension activities, and all

the Secretg of the Univerge? —

Aristotle and Danfe Discover the Secrets of the » Two assessments fo monitor student
Universe tells the story of Aristotle, afifteen-year-old progress throughout the program.
bc?y growing UP inTexasin the I<.:1’re. 1980s. We cho.se e Regolarehedipoinisohel

this novel for its heartfelt depiction of friendship, I

and for its insight infc some powerful social and progress on ELA standards.
emotional themes: family, culture, self-discovery,

identity, and friendship. This curriculum will help * A Gulmincding Sssay-wriling unit

students build connections between Ari's story » An appendix with additional
of self-acceptance and their own experiences feaching resources and acfivifies fo
growing up. continue exploring this novel
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unforglvmg (pg. 6):
Odh UnrelenTlng inflexible, fﬁThe main themes in foday's session are loneliness

ImmOV@@L,e | and friendship. Arisfofle describes feelings of infense
loneliness at the beginning of the novel. He feels sorry

—— s
e

optimist (og.7):n
someone who sees the
bright side of situations

precise (pg. 18): adi.,
careful about details

ad]., mysterious

| inscrutable (pg. 28):

for himself because his mother has more friends than
he does; he also wishes he had a more open and
affectionate relationship with his father. He begins fo
feel less lonely when he instanfly clicks with Danfte,
and the two begin forming a friendship. Talk with your
students about what loneliness feels like and how they
cope with this feeling when they experience it in their
own lives. How can friendships and connections with
others help us balance our feelings of isolationg

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe is the sfory of two boys, Aristotle and
Dante, who grow and face challenges as friends. It was published in 2012 and written by
Benjamin Alire Sdenz. Itis set in Texas in 1987.
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Lone__,.--fRanger (ﬁ)g 5’}:,_"Ai'ﬂ=cﬁonol character who first appeared in a radio
shoW’The Lone Rdnger E"ou*gmL ou’rlows in the Wild West.

' Wl”lam TE” Overture (pg 5): a piece of classical music

Richie Valens (Pg. é): A srnger in the 1950s who was the forefather of the
Chicano rock movemen’r end ‘who died suddenly in a plane crash.

-,,Carlos Santana bg 9) A Mexican-American musician who became
famous in the late 1%05 and early 1970s.

“the blrd” pg 12) an offensive gesture that involves raising the middle
fnger g

Vletnam (pg. 14): A country in Asia in which the United States fought
along, bloody war. Many US veterans were changed by the traumatic
experiences they had while fi fghﬂng in the Vietnam War.

Aristotle and Dante (pg 17) Be’rh famous m’reﬂec’rs of ’rhe past,
Aristotle was an ancient Greek phllosopher and DGrﬁe wdas an I’rellcm poetin
the 13th/14th cen’runes f

® The inscription on the first chop’rer‘ reed’s ”The problemiwith my life was
that it was someone€lse's idea \/\/ho’r does ’rh|s suggest' ebou’r the
story's narratore £

® Can you relate to Aristotle’s feelings of boredom at the beginnfhg of the
chapter? How dayou keep occupied during your summer. Pbredke

® How would you describe Ari's relationshto-with his mo’rher’o‘

® How does Aristotle feel around other guys his age? Do you always feel
like you connect easily with your peers?

® Why does Ari see himself as a "pseudo only child”?

® What was Aristotle’s life like before Dante? How do things change after
he meets Dante?

® What is Dante's relationship with his father likee How does it differ from
Ari's relationship with his father?

® How does Ari describe reading a book of poetry for the first time?
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- * Af the beginning of the chopfé:;";ﬂ\risfoﬂe deg’&;rfbes
FRIENDSHIP ) himself as lonely, miserable, on@‘ isolated. How‘ever all
T—— - of this changes one summe;r dqy af the pool, When he
meets Dante, and they msf@nﬂy connect. | ,
Write about the moment when you first met y¢>ur closesi
friend. ™
» What happened? How dl(;i‘l you mee’r ’rhjs person’o‘
» What experiences or mrg helped you mcke such
a connectiong - ~
» Make a predlchaon do you think that Aristotle cmd
Dante will rem@in close throughout the book? :

; _— * When Ari talks obouztj his father he says, “Sometimes | think
rd FAMILY N my fafher has all these scars. On hJS heart. In his head. All
“._CONNECTION_/ over." ‘ Ny .
' - What can you infer from this quoie”aboui Ari’s relqhonshl ip—
with his father? ” _

» How do you ’rhlnk ’rhelr
connection is different than th’r
Ariwould really like to have?

» How does his father's pain affect Ari¢

» What do you think might help someone heal scars
on their mind and heart?

* Students should demonstrate a command of the standard written conventions of |
English.
» Use capital letters appropriately: to start sen’rences hen referencing the book
fitle, and when using proper nouns (Ilke the noirf
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Additional Activities

jConienis 1

Essay Word Bank ..., 72 ]
Final Essay Outline..........cocooiiiiiiininninnn. 73
Six Traits Writing Rubric.........cc.cooiiiiiinnni. 74
Editing Tool .....ceoviii e 75
Mediti BlaCROUT v musmmmnins s snesnmnsnins snommmss 76
Shifting Perspectives.......ccccivvviiviiiiiiennnnn.n. 77
Imagine the Movie ..., 78
Secrets to My Universe.......cccocvvviivivieiennnnnen. 79
Expository Ardicle:

MNational Coming GuUF DO cm. s s s s v 80
Vocabulary Fill In Activity ......c.cooiiiiini. 82
ANSWeEr K@Y ...evinieiiiiiiicc e 83
Student EVAlUCHION .. sxusumsnss swus ssmsmmmsnns suwsmmmsns 84
Teacher Reflection.........ccoiieeiiiiniiiinnnnn.. 86
AboUt Us......oee 87
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 =

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contfact us today to learn more abouf] By Email:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can|| By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked Arisfotle and Dante Discover the Secrefs
of the Universe. . .

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out The
Sun is also a Star, The Hate U Give, or The Absolutely True Diary of a Parf-Time Indian.
Please visit our website today to browse our full selection of sccially and emotionally rich
novel-based curriculal

77087
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