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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich novel
that builds students' literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredinourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English
language arts skills. Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students whether in your classroom, after-school program, or
youth development agency!

jThis teacher’s guide includes:ﬁ

e A facilitator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the
curriculum.

harlottes Web

A map of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

Charlotte's Web tells the story of .

Wilbur the pig, highlighting his

extraordinary friendship with

Charlotte the spider, and tracing

her plan to save Wilbur from

serving as the main course of

an upcoming Christmas feast. We

chose this novel for its powerful

attention to some rich social

and emotional themes: friendship,

empathy, fear, loss, and perseverance.

Students will find themselves relating

A Z ol to and being inspired by Wilbur's

[ / joumney from fear to friendship;

this curriculum  will help students

build connections between Wilbur's
experiences and their own.
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Fourfeen individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompts,
extension activities, and all
handouts.

Two assessments fo monitor student
progress.

Regular checkpoints fo help
teachers assess their sfudents’
progress on ELA sfandards.

A culminating essay-building unit,

An appendix with addifional
teaching resources and acfivities fo

continue exploring this novel.
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Today’s theme is encouragement. Have students think

rummaging (Pg 97): v., about the importance of Charlotfe's encouragement
searching through things . of Wilbur and how good Wilbur feels when he finally

— ~ thinksheis “radiant.” Remindstudentsthatit'simporfant
J fo encourage others and themselves. Have them think
about ways they can be encouraging. Have them
also sfart fo think about how they can encourage
themselves—in whatways are they radiant, like Wilburg

Charlotte weaves “Some Pig” in her web. This causes a big commofion with the Zuckermans
and the fownspeople, who think it is a miracle and that Wilbur is a special pig. The barn
animals have a meeting to come up with suggestions for a new phrase or word for Charlotte
fo weave info her next web.
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by .,,_.::l
x 6 \‘ orb and radial lines pg9$2): orb
TN Jff(,;{-f lines are the lines that go around the web in
771/ acircle, and radial lines are the lines that go
\ \ across the web (like the radius of a circle)
'Z A__;‘:: 4 aeronaut (pg 103); a person who operates an
. U aircraft

® How does Charlﬂrfe feel about makin@;ﬂebs? Why does she feel this
way? ' \

| ~

® What does Templeton do fo helo saveWilborz
® Why does Wilbur feel radiant?
® What do you learn about Charlotte's cousinsg

® Before he thought he wasn't special, but now he feels radiant—why do
you think Wilbur's feelings about himself have changed?

7049
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p—— - * Charlofte cheers herself on wﬁen working or‘l\'"'?qé”‘giweb.
—-E_NCOURAGEMENT J Describe atime when you have been cheered on or

encouraged. [ | [\
» What happened? \/\fiho éﬁ;heered Vou opﬁ?
» How did this feel2 | | /

» How do you encourage yé‘p{_gglf ’rgkéé;;p going
when you are Work{hg on @ hard task? '
) POSlTlVE T~ * Before, Wilbursaid he ll\rgvéws\n’f a special pig, but now he
\_AFFIRMATION / feekradiant
S — g™ What do you like about yourself?
» Make alist of QT least five (non-physical} things
that you like about yourself, and explain why each
quality makes you feel gocad For example, you
can write, ‘1 am codfrlehd”
Why do you think it is important.fo be positive—"
about yourselfg  \ o e’

1
1

Materials:
» “Some Kid!" Handout

Charlotte brains u new st 0 es that/ds
Wilbur, and Temefon helped by findin v waords ih mafgazi
Your students W 5f; decorate a| eb w MhugBosit :
phrases that dedcribe themselves. Have the '|dok through="
magazines and cuf out words, then paste/ghem in their~
webs. They can ~ c ds from theigPig Word Bariks
by drawing them in the webs>f-youdol Hheve mdterials, ,
students can b dinstorm positive words fogether and draw
them on th€é webs. Remind studen tsto choose 49.‘
that deséribe them and to loekUp any worg v aren't sure
ofina cﬁonory.

Ae
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Charlotte brainstormed new words and phrases that define Wilbur fo we ave into her web,
and Templeton helped by finding words in magazines. Now it's your turn to decorate a
web with positive words or phrases o describe yourself. Look through magazines and cut
out words you find that describe you. You can cut out and paste these onto your web. If
there are words you like from your Pig Word Bank, you can write them on your web as well.
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Additional Activities
f Contents 1

Movie vs. Book Compare and Contrast ....... 76 ]

Venn Diagram ........ccoeveiviiviiiiiiinrrnee e 77
My Own Dictionary.......cccoveveiiieiininiiienennnnnne. 78
Real Life Connector..........ccevvvvrniiriiiinnenne. 79
Expository Ardicle:

Linkifig 1o Culture: Farms Today . . wes as e 80
Vocabulary Match ..., 82
ANSWeEr K@Y ...cvniriniiiiiiiiirccrrr e 83
Student EVAIUAHON . ... covssonivns sumsunmasunines sommss 84
Teacher Reflection...........ccoeeeiiiniiiiiiinnnie. 86
About Us....coniii e 87
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[GettoKnow MFl |

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact us today to learn more abouf | ByEmadil:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked Charlotte’s Web...

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out
Bud, Not Buddy or Walk Two Moons. Please visit our website today to browse our full
selection of socially and emotionally rich novel-based curricula!l
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