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This literacy curriculum is constructed around a content-rich novel
that builds students’ literacy skills and supports their character
development and self-confidence. Students are motivated to read
because they relate to the strong, diverse, and resilient characters
featuredin ourselected novels and because each session gives them
the opportunity to connect what they've read to their own lives.

Developed, field-tested, and refined in our own tutoring and
mentoring programs, this Common Core Standards curriculum
has inspired persistently low-performing students to engage with
literature, make meaning in their lives, and improve their English

language arts skills.

youth development agency!

A
Donavans Word Jar

Donavan’s Word Jar is the story of a young African-
American boy, Donavan, on a search to solve his
dilemma - he has too many words to fit in his word
jar collection! We chose this novel for its powerful
om, attention fo some rich social
and emotional themes:
fedh perseverance, family,
% empathy, education, and
[ kindness. Students  will
{ find themselves relating
to and being inspired by
Donavan’s search for a
- .\ solution; this curriculum
will help students build
connections between
Donavan’s life story
and their own lives.

Reading with Relevance Curriculum: Donavan's Word Jar © 2016 Moving Forward Institute

Now, Reading with Relevance is available to
help you dig deep into the social, emotional, and academic needs
of your students whether in your classroom, after-school program, or

L]

fThis teacher’s guide includesq

A facilitator's guide with tips and
resources for implementing the
curriculum.

A map of Common Core Standards
addressed through this program.

Seven individual lesson plans,
including vocabulary, discussion
questions, journal prompts,
extension activities, and all
handouts.

An assessment to monitor student
progress.

Regular checkpoints to help
feachers assess their students’
progress on ELA standards.

A culminating essay-building unit.

An appendix with additional
teaching resources and activities to

continue exploring this novel.
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dilé'mma (log 15): n., c:“‘
q&fﬂculf situation A\

suggested (og 17):v.
gave advice —

solution pg17):n., an
answer to a problem Today’s theme is problem-solving. Donavan has a

. problem with too many words in his jar, so he goes fo
advice (eg. 18) n., a pecple he frusts for advice. Have students think about
helpful piece of information how they problem-solve. Do they brainstorm a list of

o _axe ; e ; ; ite
definitive 156, 19] &dll. ideas? Do they think quiefly qbouf it Do fhfey crs:k
v cortain other people? Have them consider the people in their
lives who they can trust fo help with problems.

Donavan, the main character, is in Mrs. Panky’s 3rd-grade class. While other studenfts in the
class collect objects such as stamps and marbles, Donavan is unigue because he likes to
collect words. The word collection started one morning at breakfast when Donavan noticed
an interesting word on the back of the cereal box — “nufrition.” Donavan liked the way it
sounded, so he began to take notice of new words around him in everyday life. Forevery new
word, Donavan writes it down on a sfrip of paper and pufs it in his jar. Donavan keeps this jar
in his room, up high so his little sister Nikki will not reach if, and it becomes a prized possession.
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o 2: pages 16-23

WOI'kShOp (pg 20): refers to a wood
/7 workshop where Donavan's father is able to
1/ build crafts

® Whatis Donovaéproblem?

M\"‘”“\u—“

® What are the solutions people suggest fo Donavan?

® Do you think these are good suggestionsg Which one do you think is the
beste

® How does Donavan feel about these "solutions’¢

® If you were Donavan, what would you do?

&
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¢ Donavan has a problem: too,many words to fit in the jar.
PROBLEM-SOLVING Think about a problem you've had in your life. How did
you solve it?
» Did you think about it alone?
» Did you ask for advice?
» Did you write out your options?

When Donavan has a problem, he goes to his Mom, Bad,
and teacher for advice: \
Who do you turn to for good advice?

» Why do you turn to this person?

» How did this person earn your fruste

» Are you someone people can turn to for advice?

ADVICE

Donavan's word jar is very special fo him. Today's activity Matferials:
allows your,..sfu’“denfs fo think about-what item is equally~ » Special to Me Handout
special to' them in their lives. Help your students Compléfe

the “Special to Me" handeut: ——
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What makes this Spedc\ o

Donavan's word jar is very special to him. Everyone has something that is special to them!
Write about something that is special to you, and explain why it is so special.

Reading with Relevance Curriculum: Donavan’s Word Jar © 2016 Moving Forward Institute
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jGe’r to Know MFI 1 >

Moving Forward Institute is a nonprofit publisher of social justice educational mo’reriols.\l
The organization was created by the founders and staff of Moving Forward Education, a multi-
generational tutoring and mentoring organization aimed at fostering academic and emotional
success for underserved students in California. Since our founding in 2003, MFE has provided
futoring and mentoring services to thousands of students and has frained hundreds of young
adults to enter careers in the educational field. This reading curriculum was developed by our
leadership feam and its advisory group, including credentialed teachers and college professors.
This program has been successfully facilitated throughout California by achieving powerful
and measurable results for students and schools. To learn more about our organization, or our
research and data, please contact us today.

Our Purpose
At Moving Forward Institute, we know that students can be successful learners when their
social and emotional needs are met.

We empower educators fo meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of their
students by using culturally-relevant and gender-responsive reading curricula.

Training and Professional Development Services

While lesson plans are designed fo be easily facilitated by classroom feachers and
after-school staff alike, our in-person training and professional development services will
ensure fully effective implemenftation of the literacy curricula.

Additionally, we offer technicalsupport, classroom observation, and program evaluation
services to help your program be successful. Confact us for more information about
these services!

Contact Us Online: www.movingforwardinstitute.org

Contact us today to learn more abouf | ByEmadil:  info@movingforwardinstitute.org
how the Moving Forward Institute can | By Phone: 510-658-4475

support your students and staff! By Mail: 1425 Park Ave
Emeryville, CA 94608

If your students liked Donavan’s Word Jar

...they might love some of our other book selections! We suggest that you check out
Keena Ford and the Second-Grade Mix-Up. Please visit our website today to browse our
full selection of socidlly and emotionally rich novel-based curricula!l
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